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INTRODUCTION TO VOL. III. 



The reasons given for the publication of the second 
volume of my fugitive communications to the Register 
and Gazette still exist in favor of a third volume. There 
is the further reason for such third volume, that it may 
have a tendency to guard against that robustuous Demo- 
cracy which has been made instrumental in producing 
the worst evils under which our country has suffered 
from the days of Aaron Burr to those of Edwin M. Stan- 
ton, and is now being made use of under the name of a 
revenue tariflf to crush the commerce of the country, by 
imposing upon it all the burden and expense that 
knavish cunning can devise ; and is also made use of to 
perpetuate the memory of the late civil war which must 
ever be the blackest leaf in the history of our country. 
Even the radical Charles Sumner considered it as such, 
for on the 2nd of December, 1872, he introduced a bill 
in the United States Senate of the 42nd Congress, the 
object of which as expressed in the preamble was 
to cover with oblivion the history of that civil war. It 
provided that the history of the battles in that war 
should not be continued in the army register, or placed 
on the regimental colors of the United States. 

the author. 

Hillsdale, N. Y., June 1, 1883. 



KNAVERY IN POWER. 



Th© bulk of th« wealth of the people never becomes concentre*- 
ted in the hands of the few, as at present existing in this country, 
except by force or fraud. Then in abject humility the people 
are liable to put on the yoke of knaves and tyrants and become 
tools for oppressing others. Knavery debases and power cor- 
rupta When Bome was on a rapid decline to her fall, as 
described by Gibbon, a Nero who could dance while Rome was 
burning, and who was one of the meanest knaves and tyrants 
that ever disgraced humanity, had his worshipers, and his grave 
was strewn with flowers and his death was signalized by a mock- 
ery of woe. 

Both force and fraud have been the instruments in reducing 
the people of this country to that of the Eomans in the days of 
Nero. Our Grovernment, created solely to give us distinction in 
the commercial and diplomatic world, has brought ruin upon 
the one interest and disgrace upon the other, while for the pur- 
pose of plunder it has usurped the prerogatives of the States and 
condescended in the meanest way to interfere with the social and 
domestic relations of the people. A recent occurrence illustrates 
this fact: On the 30th of last September, at Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, Maggy Harding, a colored woman, after having been 
provided one of the best seats in one of the best cars on the rail- 
road, attempted to force her way into another car, and being 
resisted, has brought an action against the conductor for assault 
and battery, and another action against the company for $25,000 
damages. As the laws of the State had been complied with in 
the case, of course it must be tried in the United States Court, 
and then we shall have the spectacle of a court created by the 
constitution to try national cases of commerce and diplomacy, 
2 
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descended to test the individual question whether a servant reek- 
ing with malaria from a brothel, or a pot house, can be pro- 
hibited from forcing, her way, at her pleasure, into a community 
of ladies, for however Apectable Maggie Harding might have 
been, that is the question involved. And as reserved State 
sovereignty was the first provision in the Union under the con- 
federacy, and to perfect (not to destroy) the provisions of the 
confederacy was the first declared object of the constitution, this 
case must test the question whether an amendment of the con- 
stitution under its j)ro visions can be allowed to destroy the very 
object for which the constitution was made. 
November 12, 188L 
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A SCRAP OF HISTORY. 



An Old-Time Assassination Plot. 



The action of Maggy Harding against the Nashville, Chatta- 
nooga and St. Louis Eailroad Company for $25,000 damages for 
having been locked out of a ladies' car, suggests an interesting 
scrap of history. In 1788, Pero Harding, a negro, of Bridge- 
water, Mass., under the enticing influence of a whip, acknowl- 
edged that the negroes of Massachusetts contemplated the 
assassination of the white people in the State. In consequence, 
as appears on the 228th page of " Moore's History of Slavery in 
Massachusetts," published by Appleton & Co., in 1876, the 
Legislature passed the following act on the 26th of March, 1788 : 

"Beit enacted, that no person being an African or Negro 
fihali tarry within this Commonwealth for a longer time than two 
months under a penalty of being committed to the house of cor- 
rection, to be kept at hard labour until the Sessions of the Peace 
next to be holden, where, if it shall appear that such Negro shall 
have continued within the Commonwealth contrary to the tenure 
of this act, he or she shall be whipt not exceeding ten stripes 
and ordered to depart out of the Commonwealth in ten days. 
And if he or she shall not so depart the same process shall be 
repeated, and so ioties quoties.^' 

On the 231st and succeeding pages a notice is published to 
several hundred negroes, directing them to depart from the Com- 
monwealth under the provision of the law of March 26th, 1788. 
On the 237th page an extract is printed from the Gazette and 
Daily Advertiser, published in Philadelphia, in which are these 
remarks : 
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"The following notice has been published in the Boston 
papers. It seems probable from the nature of the notice that 
some suspicions of the designs of the negroes are entertained, 
and we regret to say there is too much cause." 

In 1708 and 1802 additional provisions were made to that act 
of March 26th, 1788, and that law was conftnued in the revised 
laws of 1821, to which an additional act was passed in 1825. 
On the 24:0th page Moore^s History says : " Those acts contin- 
" ued to disgrace the Statute of Massachusetts until April 1884, 
" when they disappeared in a general repealing section." That 
act of Massachusetts was passed just six months after the adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitution. Now our dignified United 
States Court is about to adjudicate upon the question whether a 
railroad corporation, under the protection of a State law, cau 
exclude the attendant of a pest house from a car load of ladies. 

On the 250th page of the report upon Cocnmerce aud Naviga- 
tion, just published, it appears that during the past year Boston 
has exported to Africa 1,288,805 gallons of rum, at an export 
price of $872,805, or about thirty cents per gallon. It of course 
had never paid the seventy or ninety cents per gallon Internal 
tax, and it has for the last fifteen years been used as the main- 
spring in the African and East Indian slave trade, during which 
those untaxed rum distillers have pocketed at least $75,000,000 
on their annual distillation of near a hundred thousand hogs- 
heads of that rum. On the same page of the report it appears 
that 10,112,588 gallons of whiskey was exported at an export 
price of $2,586,685, or about twenty -five cents per gallon. Of 
course to encourage the exportation of that liquor,' the exporter 
by way of bounty was permitted to*draw from the treasury the 
ninety cents internal tax paid by the distiller, putting into tbosQ 
exporters' pockets over nine millions of dollars annually, and 
paying nice commissions to those foreigners into whose hands 
our protective policy has thrown the commerce of our country. 
There are other ways. Professor Perry truly tells how that pro- 
tective policy is throwing annually $600,000,000 into the pockets 
of certain individuals, and has thrown $12,000,000,000 there 
during the past twenty years. With such a Professor we. Oftft 
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congratulate the country that Williams College as well as Yale 
will not spawn annually a host of political vipers to stamp and 
shout at the unspeakable glories of a civil war. i 

November 21,. 1881. 
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SOME PERTINENT QUESTIONS. 



On the 29th of November, Mr. Van DeCarr, from the Select 
Committee of the Columbia County Board of Supervisors, 
reported that it had required the expense of $300 to pay for 
warming the Armory during the past year. This report raises 
a number of interesting inquiries. If the infamous doctrine 
of State Eights has been put down, and the name of United 
States has got to be a misnomer, and the splendid name of Na- 
tion has been substituted, what use has Columbia County for an 
Armory, and why should not the Nation pay its expenses? 
However corrupt government officers might be, they would be 
apt to inquire into the necessity of consuming sixty tons of 
coal annually in the wanning of that Armory, even if the 
Cowles Guard drilled every day and danced every night To 
unsophisticated outsiders it is a little surprising that the ayes 
and nays were not called upon the question of the adoption of 
that report Possibly the fear of the mob might have prevented 
a negative vote. The Guard could not afford to drill daily 
without receiving pay for time and expenses, and then being 
pensioned during their future lives. 

Then again, if the county is to l^ar all the expenses it will 
naturally call our attention to our antecedents to see whether 
those expenses will be justly apportioned upon the different 
towns and interests in the county. By the published proceed- 
ings of the Board of Supervisors for 1865, it appears that towards 
the war expenses Hillsdale paid $77,000, while Stockport paid 
only $84,000. The taxes for those expenses by the government 
were imposed upon income, and that of Stockport was three-fold 
greater than that of Hillsdale. By the census of 1840 Stockport 
had $814,000 of manufacturing capital. She has long had 
$204,000 of railroad. Her farm lands are assessed at $249,000, 
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and her personal property at $141,000, making the gross amount 
of taxable property to be $1,416,000. The assessors of Stock- 
port, however, have reduced the value of the property over one- 
half for the last twenty years, making it average less than $600,- 
000. In equalizing valuation between the towns in the county, 
the Supervisors are not allowed to go below the average of the 
assessors. 

And now, since the Supervisor of Stockport, under his oath of 
office, is disposed to approbate the annual consumption of sixty 
tons of coal in the warming of that Armory, it may be well to 
look at the antecedents of Stockport in respect to the county 
expenditures for the past twenty years. In doing so we will 
revert to the fact that her taxable property was officially estima- 
ted at $1,416,000, and the Supervisors in their valuations reduced 
that amount as follows : 

1880 $250,000 

1861 \ 219,010 

1882 236,720 * 

1868 241,195 

1864 259,770 

1865 296,020 

1866 327,720 

1887 308,920 

1868. i 

1889 309,114 

1870 333,215 

1871 309,114 

1872 316,911 

1873 294,911 

1874 209,311 

1875 288,861 

1877 ; 251,711 

1878 528,529 

With such favoritism Stockport can afford to be liberal in 
favoring county expenditures. Those, however, that bear the 
burdens of those expenditures will wait with some solicitude to 
see the item in the report requiring the annual expenditure of 
sixty tons of coal for that Armory. It would supply several 
fires in rooms for dancing, drilling, feasting, gaming, and other 
amusements. The Board would do well to have the items in 
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that report published at an eirly period What is claimed to be 
our NatioQ has over fifty millions of people, and is only second 
in wealth among all the governments in the world. It would 
seem that our government could support its own military with- 
out calling specially upon the C!ounty of Columbia.. If the Staite 
of New York has no prerogatives that the government is bound 
to respect, it does not need a special military establishment in 
the County of Columbia^ 
December 7, 1S8L 
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THE SUBLIME AND RIDICULOUS. 



That it is but a step from the sublime to the ridiculous has 
long been proverbial, and is fully illustrated by the action of our 
County Board of Supervisors, of which I will give an example : 
In 1880 the assessed property in Hillsdale amounted to $697,125, 
principally agricultural land, which was assessed for more than it 
would sell at public sale. The assessed property in the town of 
Stockport amounted to $691,980, which was less than one-half 
of its manufacturing capital, and only three-fold greater than its 
corporate capital. In equalizing, the supervisors taxed Hillsdale 
$7,416, and Stockport only $3,573. The property in Hillsdale 
was assessed at 12.7 mills on the dollar, while that of Stockport 
was assessed at 6.5 mills on the dollar, or less than one-half that 
of Hillsdale. The $40,000 of railroad property in Hillsdale was 
taxed $509, or 12.7 mills on the dollar, while the $200,000 of 
railroad in Stockport was taxed $1,313, or 6.5 mills on the 
dollar. 

By looking at the index to the published proceedings of the 
Board of Supervisors it will be seen that one-half of its action 
consists in motions to adjourn, and in the presentation of the 
proceedings of the auditing boards of the towns, and the residue 
of the business is principally transacted by two members, whose 
actions are rarely questioned by other members of the Board, and 
an appeal from which by aggrieved towns must be taken in a few 
days or be barred by a statute of limitation. And such an appeal 
has to go before a tribunal, the existence of which would not be 
necessary except for the enormous indebtedness of the State, 
and at an expense of many thousands of dollars. 

From the sickening consideration of this subject I will turn 
to another in which the step from the sublime to the ridiculous 
is fully illustrated. In a recent speech in the State of Maine, 

3 
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Gen. Sherman is represented as declaring that it was the infa- 
mous doctrine of State sovereignty that had cost all the blood 
and treasure that had been expended in the late civil war. In 
1864 he had the humanity to allow the people of Atlanta a few 
hours to withdraw to the fields and forests before the incendiary 
torch was applied to their city. 

" With fire and sword the country round 
Was wasted far and wide. 
And many a feeble mother there 
And new bom infant died." 

Within a few weeks a New England gathering at Atlanta has 
greeted Gen. Sherman with shouts of applause. A very fitting 
place to step from the sublime to the ridiculous. 

The reserved sovereignty of the individual States in the sec- 
ond article of the confederation was considered sublime. So in 
the ninth article where it was provided that the government in 
its action must not violate or infringe upon the sovereign rights 
of the State. So also the provisions in the constitution that 
defined and limited the prerogatives of the General Government 
So also the doctrine of Alexander Hamilton that " the States 
must be the guardians of their sovereign rights." So also his 
doctrine that the State could never lose those sovereign preroga- 
tives till the whole American people were robbed of their liberties. 
So also the forty-four pages in the statutes of the State of New 
York granting in hundreds of cases jurisdiction to the General 
Government to erect forts, lighthouses, custom houses, navy 
yards, &c., within the limits of the State, reserving at the same 
time sovereignty over them. All these circumstances once sup- 
posed to be sublime have been shown to be ridiculous by the 
operations of the civil war, if General Sherman and Kepublicans 
generally are to be credited. 

The war which is claimed to have settled this principle was 
closed in 1865, and strange indeed that the Governor and Legis- 
lature of Vermont in 1876 had not discovered that the doctrine 
of State sovereignty had ceased to exist when they conveyed 
sovereignty and jurisdiction over Fair Haven to New York. 
And strange, indeed, that the Legislature of New York had not 
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discovered that fact when on the 20th of March, 1879, it accept- 
ed sovereignty and jurisdiction over that territory. And strange, 
indeed, that Congress had not discovered that fact when con- 
senting to that transfer. And strange, indeed, that the Legisla- 
ture of New York had not discovered that fact in 1875 when, in 
two separate acts, it conveyed jurisdiction to the Government 
over two separate tracts of land for specific purposes, retaining 
sovereignty over them, as will appear on the 101st and 583d 
pages of the session laws of that year, and also in acts granting 
privileges to the General Government to lands in the State, as 
will appear on the 32d and 423d pages of the session laws of 
1879. 

It will appear that President Garfield considered the people of 
the States to be incompetent to the exercise of sovereignty, and 
he therefore commended the schoolmaster to the negroes and the 
farmers in his inaugural. His own election, and the fact that he 
had been preceded by a President not elected, gave him plausi- 
ble reasons for, his conclusion. And I grieve to say that the 
quiet submission of the people of Columbia County to the long 
continued action and abuses of the Board of Supervisors, will, 
justify others in coming to the same conclusion with President 
Garfield. But it is a historic fact that this seeming incompe- 
tency of the people has grown up under Republican ascendency 
and its corrupt policy. December 15, 1881, 
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CHANGE IN SENTIMENT. 



State Rights and a Protective Tariff. 



Through correspondents and the public prints it appears that 
there is a mighty change occuring among intelligent Kepubli- 
cans upon the subject of State rights and a protective tariff. One 
of the most distinguished clergymen in our country has recently 
declared in a public meeting that this change in himself and 
others is like that of St Paul when on his way to Damascus. In 
another speech published in the New York Herald of the 9th of 
December, he said a protective tariff was protected immorality 
and a violation of our fundamental principles. In a public 
speech, published in the Iowa State Leader, on November 19th, 
that distinguished Eepublican, S. G. Shearman, declares a pro- 
tective tariff not only to be unconstitutional, but a gross viola- 
tion of moral and social and industrial intercourse throughout 
the world The Massachusetts official bureau has denounced a 
protective tariff as injurious to the general business interests of 
the country, and, while enjoying that favoritism, the wrongs 
inflicted upon laborers by their employers had caused them to 
blush for their native State. And that distinguished Eepubli- 
can, David A. Welles, after long having filled a most important 
financial position under the government, now has published in 
the North American Review, of December, that a protective tariff 
is not only unjust and unnecessary, but has been decided to be 
unconstitutional, as recorded in 20th Wallace, page 665. A 
distinguished Eepublican, editor of a Holyoke paper, the leading 
organ of a large and flourishing manufacturing place, calls atten- 
tion to the fact that American industry does not require a pro- 
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tective tariff, as American products can compete successfully 
with that of other industries in all the markets of the worid, and 
that the net profits of our manufacturers is forty-eight per cent 

These evidences ought to settle the question of a protective 
tariff, and the settlement of that question will, of course, settle 
the question of State sovereignty ; for if a protective tariff vio- 
lates any constitutional provision it is that of the sovereignty of 
States. The conservative character of the late President's mes- 
aage gives strong hopes that he has intelligence and integrity 
enough to take a stand with these noble converted Eepublicans, 
and thereby save our sinking liberties and restore to us thofee 
first principles of ^ur government, under which the people so 
long prospered. If he does so he will find that he has a Con" 
gress that will stand by and sustain him, and that he will secure 
to himself immortal honor instead of being thrown by and des- 
pised, by even knaves, when he shall have ceased to be minis- 
tering to their villainies by the expiration of his oflBcial term. 

It has been inconceivable to me how an honest, intelligent 
man, could ever have questioned the principles of State sover- 
eignty, or could have entertained a desire to have States deprived 
of that prerogative. And i cannot divest myself of the convic- 
tion that nothing but knavery could have been the parent of 
such desire : for the men who made the articles of the confede- 
ration did it with virtual ropes around their necks, from which 
they were soon to suffer if they failed in the doubtful war ihey 
were waging, and yet they considered the principles of State 
sovereignty so important that their preservation was among the 
first provisions, and again repeated in the sixth article. Had it 
not been for the principle of State rights, the constitution could 
have been written in twenty lines, and the makers of that con- 
stitution gave recorded notice that the principle of State rights 
could not be lost till the American people were robbed of their 
liberties. To prevent collision and to secure domestic tran- 
quility in the family of States in those cases where the govern- 
ment and the States had concurrent jurisdiction, as in the matter 
of taxation, the expression of " we the States " in the confederacy, 
was changed to ^^ we the people " in the constitution, and in the 
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exercise of those jurisdictions the government was bound to act 
upon principles of established justice. With but a few wicked 
exceptions the people of our country were prosperous and hap- 
py for three-fourths of a century while our government was 
acting in accordance with the principles of State sovereignty, 
and those exceptions always only occurred under a violation of 
those principles. 

On the preceding page of the Review from which I have quo- 
ted, David A. Welles tells us that the tax system in the State of 
New York is less creditable and more unjust and immoral than 
that now in existence in any civilized State. That sentiment is 
fully illustrated in Columbia County. Offic^jil documents show 
the taxable property in the town of Stockport to be ;iear one 
and one-half millions of dollars. The assessors in that town 
assess only a little over one-third of that property, and the Su- 
pervisors in their equalizing valuations reduce those assessments 
nearly one-half more, throwing the burden upon other towns in 
order to the avoidance of reducing the assessments of the county 
below the average the law requires. Under that process the 
people of Stockport have been relieved from taxation annually 
on near $1,200,000 of their taxable property for the last twenty 
years, during which time the enormous expenses of the war and 
other vastly wicked and unnecessary expenses have been im- 
posed upon th« people of Columbia County. It appears from 
the publications that that imposition is to be repeated this year, 
and under the existing laws of the State there is really no redress 
except by indictment 

The property of Stockport is assessed this year at $708,605, 
or less than half of what is notoriously there and is also shown 
to be there by the census and other oflBtcial documents. Its per- 
sonal property is assessed at $83,370, when it has been boasted 
through the public papers that a single factory had netted 
$65,000 in fifteen months ; and according to the census the net 
profits of all their factories must have been over $400,000 an- 
nually for the last twenty years. In the attestation to the 
assessment roll the assessors swear that they have included all 
the taxable property of the town, and that attestation if false is 
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by the statute made perjury. It is the sworn duty of tlie Super- 
visor to report those assessors if they have failed to assess any 
large proportion of the property of the town, and he being one 
of the manufacturers himself must know if the assessors have 
neglected to discharge their full duties. He knows that the net 
profits' of manufacturers has long been forty-eight per cent, 
annually. It is so stated in our County History. It is so stated 
in our State census. It is so stated in the census of the United 
States, the very figures of which are given in a recent number 
of the Berkshire Courier^ provided for that paper by a Holyoke 
editor. 

I trust the Supervisor of Stockport will this year discharge his 
whole sworn duty upon that subject, and thereby save the peo- 
ple of the county from the monstrous impositions of the past 
twenty years. If he fails to discharge that duty I trust that the 
next Grand Jury will not fail to discharge theirs, and they may 
please consider this publication to be a complaint to them upon 
that subject, the facts of which must be familiar to some of them, 
and it is their duty to act upon their knowledge of crime com- 
mitted even without complaint. 

December 28, 1881. 
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TAXATION. 



A Few Plaia Facts for Consideration, 



■♦ ♦ 



The Appellate Court of the State of New York has decided 

that by the Supervisors' valuation in 1880, certain towns in the 

county were raised too high, as follows : 

Ancram I 127,223 

Clermont 33,836' 

Ghent 23,564 

Hillsdale 183,076 

Hudson 472, 134 

Kinderhook 270,801 

Livingston 10,517 

Taghkanic 32,991 

Gross amount (1,154,142 

While certain towns were reduced too low, as follows : 

Austerlitz | 31,354 

Canaan 74,275 

Chatham 107,059 

Claverack 85,663 

Copake 2,521 

Gallatin 190,662 

Germantown 143,763 

Greenport 69,491 

New Lebanon 104,095 

Stockport 251,394 

Stuyvesant 93,866 

Gross amount $1,154,142 

This decision having been obtained upon an issue legally 
made, there can be no doubt that it is the duty of the Board of 
Supervisors to make provisions for refunding to the aggrieved 
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towns the amount of their damage, and at the same time make 
the same liberal allowance to the lawyers for protecting the 
interests of the aggrieved towns as has been allowed the lawyers 
in defending the county against the New Lebanon appeal. Hills- 
dale, one of the aggrieved towns, is not only entitled to twelve 
mills and seven-tenths on the dollar on the $183,076, unjustly 
and illegally imposed upon it, but is also entitled to four mills 
on the dollar on over $600,000, in consequence of the illegal act 
of the Board which raised the rate of tax imposed upon the 
town that per cent above the average of the county, making the 
amount due to Hillsdale to be $2,242. Some such wrong has 
been imposed upon Hillsdale for the last twenty years, including 
at least $85,000 of war expenses. To refund $2,200 for the last 
year, and to avoid such imposition for the future, will be some 
small atonement for the great wrongs of the past 

But there are other grievances to be redressed, particularly in 
the matter of assessments upon property in certain towns, of 
which Stockport can be given as an example. With $204,000 
of railroad, and $250,000 of agricultural land, and $141,000 of 
personal property, and $814,000 of manufacturing capital, 
amounting in the gross to over $1,400,000, that town has only 
paid taxes on about $300,000 annually for the last twenty years, 
including the large expenses of the war. The assessed personal 
property of the last year was put at only $83,000, while it is 
susceptible of proof that the net income on that manufacturing 
capital has been over 1400,000 annually for many years. In proof 
of this I will refer to the late County History. By that history 
Jonathan Stott manufactured from twelve to fourteen thousand 
yards of excellent flannel daily, giving employment to several 
hundred hands. The Eeynolds Company employs one hundred 
bands, and sends their manufactured materials to Europe and 
Asia as well as supply America, of which they have a monopoly. 
Mr. Van DeCarr employs thirty hands in manufacturing daily 
eight hundred reams of paper. And in another factory he em- 
ploys men in converting annually three hundred tons of husks 
into mattrasses. Mr. Bossman employs twenty-five hands in 
making fourteen hundred reams of paper daily. Mr. Hover em- 
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ploys eighty hands in producing weekly 30,000 yards of cotton 
cloth. These, with grist mills and other factories of less account^' 
one of which, however, it was a matter of newspaper boast had 
produced a net profit of 165,000 in fifteen months, are all com- 
prised in the town of Stockport, and they are all only assessed 
the last year for 183,000 of personal property, and on that they 
were taxed about two mills on the dollar below the average of 
the county. The net income of both Mr. Van DeCarr and Mr* 
Hover could not have been less than thirty thousand dollars 
each during the year 1880, and yet each of them paid only 1138 
tax on all their personal and real estate, while a farmer in Hills- 
dale, whose gross income was less than $2,000 paid $208 tax, 
I now appeal to the intelligence and integrity of the people of 
Columbia county to take this subject into consideration, and to 
see whether this state of things shall be longer tolerated. 
December 27, 1881. 
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WICKEDNESS AND CRIME. 
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How they have Grown and still Prevail 



Two suc5cessive official bureaus, existing in Massachusetts from 
1869 to 1877, have not only officially reported but produced the 
proof that wickedness and crime had never before had such a 
universal existence in this country as at the present time, and 
that this state of things had grown up under Republican ascend- 
ency since 1851. In order to perpetuate their ascendency. Re- 
publicans are striving to inculcate the idea that Democrats are 
just as corrupt as they are ; to which Democrats need only to 
reply by pointing to their antecedents. The means by which 
these corruptions have been produced have a very remote origin. 
Under a furious professed zeal for the Christian religion the 
Jesuits sprung into existence in Europe. They worked in dark- 
ness, which is proverbial for evil deeds, till they put to hazard 
the very existence of civil society, and- the word Jesuitism be- 
came defined in our dictionaries, "cunning, deceit, hypocrisy, 
prevarication, deceptive practices to effect a purpose." Under 
these circumstances their very existence was forbidden by every 
government in Europe, and they continued then in the capacity 
of a secret organization of robbers. Their flash language is illus- 
trated in a poetic stanza of Lord Byron, as follows : 

** He from this world had cut off a great man 
Who in his time had made heroic bussle. 

Who on a row-like Tom could lead the van. 
Booze in the ken or in the spelkin hassle. 

Who queer aflat, who spite of Bow street van, 
On the high toppy spice so flash the muzzle. 

Who on a lark with black-eyed Sal, his blowing. 

So prime, so swell, so nutty and so knowing." 
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The strict police in Europe iuduced those knaves to transmit 
their organization to America, and at a convivial meeting on the 
20th of February, 1825, an old veteran in that organization 
revealed its existence by stating that in every town in the coun- 
try a robber could find an asylum ; and he said two of those 
robbers who had occasion to flee from Connecticut became lead- 
ers in the Legislature of Vermont Through that villainous 
organization the following incident occurred : A newly erected 
house of Philo Upson was burned in South Egremont, and the 
author of the fire was caught, who turned States's evidence and 
charged a merchant in North Egremont as having employed him 
to commit the crime. The merchant was indicted and put under 
$3,000 bonds, which he forfeited. He subsequently gave him- 
self up for trial, and upon the rendition of the verdict of guilty 
by the jury he sprang from the prisoner's box and fled, and was 
never heard of after. Through a pardoned criminal many inter- 
esting circumstances of the case became revealed. The 13,000 
forfeited bonds was paid by the criminal association. One of 
the bondsmen was subsequently sent to the State prison, and 
another escaped the same fate by committing suicide. One who 
took a most important part in behalf of the criminal became one 
of the most important founders of the Know Nothing organiza- 
tion in Hillsdale, and the criminal himself found an asylum with 
a Hillsdale Know Nothing for a tima Through the young man 
making these revelations much of the Know Nothing machinery 
was ascertained, and through others the names of those compos- 
ing the organization were revealed. We learned through him 
that crimes were committed by the orders of the superiors in the 
organization, and if detection and punishment was the result it 
was subsequently atoned for by the organization, and compensa- 
tion made. 

Such has been the result of the furious zeal for religion which 
caused the establishment of the order of Jesuits. It was a pro- 
fessed furious zeal for religioa that caused the division of the 
Methodist church in 1844, and they have ever since manifested 
their love to God by their malignant hatred of the people. They 
have manifested their love to God by hundreds of their clergy 
jumping and slapping hands and crying *' God be praised " over 
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a sentiment that "civil war was unspeakably glorious." It was 
a professed furious zeal in favor of American labor which caused 
the adoption of the protective policy, and after a twenty years 
existence a Massachusetts official bureau has reported that the 
wrongs inflicted upon those laborers " has caused them to blush 
for their native State." It was a professed hatred of African 
slavery expressed by those whose most cherished interests have 
caused the sails of their slave ships to flutter on the slave coast 
of Africa during our whole national history. 

It was a furiously professed zeal in favor of American indus- 
try by those whose policy has reduced the products of agricul- 
ture from being hundreds of millions annually more than the 
products of all the other industries, to less than half the pro- 
ducts of the manufacturers alone, and reduced American ship- 
ping from doing four-fifths of our commerce to doing less than 
one-fifth of that commerce, and instead of American capital be- 
ing so invested in our industries that six per cent Government 
bonds bearing interest semi-annually sold at a discount, some of 
those industries have become so paralyzed that three and a 
half interest Government Bonds are selling at a premium. It 
was a furiously expressed zeal in favor of economy by those 
whose policy has raised the annual expenses of our government 
from sixty millions to three hundred millions of dollars, and 
soon to be doubled at that by an adopted pension policy, and 
they have contracted debts which constitute one-half of the 
boasted wealth of the nation, which is held by the few to be a 
mountain mortgage upon the present and future generations, 
consigning them to abject poverty. It was a furiously expressed 
zeal for the preservation of the Union by those who have in- 
volved us in the civil war, and who are now claiming that the 
war has destroyed that Union and has substituted a consolidated 
government in which the States once forming the Union have 
no prerogatives, that the government is under obligations to re- 
spect For the last twenty years there has been a furious zeal 
manifested in the imposition of unreasonable burdens upon the 
people of Hillsdale, and I have just been told that that zeal has 
been greatly intensified by my published communications dur* 
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ing the past four years, and that the corruption fund and the 
Know Nothing organization has pronounced the doom of 
the Democracy in the town. 
December 31, 1881. 
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SUPERVISORS' SESSIONS. 



Comparison that may be Profitably Studied. 



♦ ♦■ 



On the 29th of December in the present Board of Supervisors 
Mr. Horton made a sublime discovery which he announced in 
the following words : 

"It is a matter of congratulation that the amount of bills au- 
dited by the committee on county claims together with the ap- 
propriations are $18,371.71 less than last year.". 

I may have been indulging in too mucb "rum and molasses," 
for I cannot make my figures correspond with those of Mr. Hor- 
ton. I make the deficiency to be only $15,387.37. Our thanks 
for this deficiency are due to the vetoes of Governor Cornell, 
which make a reduction of $35,920.67 on the appropriations for 
the State. The county expenditures very greatly exceed those 
of last year, and amount to the gross sum of $85,717.69. I have 
before me the published proceedings of the Board of Supervisors 
of 1840, one of the most exciting and interesting sessions ever 
held in the county. I will compare its action and results with 
that of the late Board. In 1840 the Board stood politically a tie, 
with one warmly contested seat, which prevented an organiza- 
tion till Monday of the second week, and by Wednesday of that 
week fourteen of the standing committees reported their busi- 
ness completed and were discharged. Constables' accounts not 
being verified as now, required more tima A spirited contro- 
versy arose upon the SheriflE's and Jailor's bill, which resulted 
in a question before the Court in whicb the position of tbe Board 
was sustained. Another controversy arose on the District At- 
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torney's bill, in which the position taken by the Board was con- 
ceded to be right. Grand jurors were appointed and all other 
routine business was finished, and one day was devoted to a 
visit to the county poor house, and the Board adjourned sine die 
at the end of the second week. 

That Board discharged all its duties and did them well in two 
weeks, whereas the recent Board has required six weeks in the 
discharge of those duties in which if they had been aided by 
the Prince of Darkness they would not have indulged in greater 
indiscretion and acted more unjustly. The fees of the Board of 
Supervisors in 1840, including the pay of their clerk and door- 
keeper, was $986.81 ; whereas those expenses of the recent Board 
has been $4,750. The whole tax upon the county in 1840 was 
$19,087.54, whereas the present tax upon the county is $160,- 
995.06, of which $85,717.69 are county expenditures. 

Heaven has inspired the people of New Lebanon to appeal to 
the court for redress against the ridiculous injustice of the Board 
of Supervisors. The same inspiration has induced nine towns 
in the county to appeal from the ridiculous injustice and viola- 
tion of law by the action of the late Board of Supervisors, and 
the judicious counsel employed will teach the few men who have 
run the late Board that, though they may be able to 

''Boose in the ken and in the spelkin hussle/' 

they will not be able to prevent futufe Boards of Supervisors 
from beginning to exercise the same economy of time and money 
that was exercised in 1840. Nor will they be allowed to heap 
all the burdens of the county upon the agricultural population. 
I have very much mistaken the intelligence of our fifty millions 
of people or the words "United States" have not got to be a mis- 
nomer, nor has the word "Nation" usurped their place, requiring 
a special guard in Columbia county for its protection. I very 
much mistake the aroused intelligence of the people or they will 
not much longer allow the agricultural interests of the country 
to be taxed to promote the special interest of any other class of 
people. For in spite of all the mischievous sophistry of knaves, 
the people begin to understand that our government and Union 
was formed for merely commercial and diplomatic purposes, and 
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its sovereignty to be limited to those objects and its ordinary 
support to be derived from those objecta Hence upon estab- 
lished principles of justice the government has the right to im- 
pose duties upon imports for its ordinary support and the States 
were excluded from such right, the government being allowed 
concurrent jurisdiction with the States to impose direct taxes 
upon the people to pay for extraordinary expenditures. Beyond 
this concurrent jurisdiction the general government was not al- 
lowed, either directly or indirectly, to interfere with the com- 
mercial or diplomatic prerogatives of the general government 

I very much mistake the aroused intelligence of the people or 
they will not again allow either a white or a black government 
marshal to interfere with elections, or to influence Grand Jurors 
by eating, drinking, or visiting houses of ill- fame with thenu 
And I commend to the attention of the judicious counsel em- 
ployed on the appeal from the action of the Board of Supervis- 
ors to inquire into many oflfers and favors proposed to be extend- 
ed to certain towns in order to influence the votes of the mem- 
bers of that board. And I commend to the next Grand Jury 
and make this a standing complaint to them, as I am credibly 
informed such criminal influences were used. Judicious Grand 
Jurors can teach such men a lesson that will prevent such crimes 
in the future, and can also purify the ballot box and thereby 
secure to themselves honor and confer a blessing upon their 
country. January 6, 1882. 

5 
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OPPRESSED TOWNS. 



The action of the late Board of Supervisors reminds me of a 
judicial decison made by the renowned Wouter Van Twiller, 
as described by Washington Irving, which was to this effect : That 
because the account book of the plaintiff was no heavier than 
that of the defendant the account must be balanced and the con- 
stable pay the cost. So in this enlightened age if a Supervisor, 
who is a county officer, makes an appeal in behalf of the county, 
and succeeds in his appeal, if his own town proves not to be 
among the sufferers, it must be taxed with the costs of the coun- 
ty. That is among the marvelous wonders of the day. And it 
is still more wonderful that two local newspapers are flooding 
the county with papers, in order to inculcate that doctrine, and 
to prevent an appeal in the future, however great the provoca- 
tion. It was a saying of Judge John W. Edmonds that "a cer- 
tain lawyer failed in his practice for want of originality enough 
to be able to make law where none existed." That does not ap- 
pear to be the failing of the Supervisors from Canaan, Clav- 
erack and Stockport in the late proceedings of the Board of 
Supervisors. A Supervisor, in behalf of certain towns in the 
county, obtained a decree of the court to the effect that those 
towns had suffered injury to the amount of over ten thousand 
dollars ; and, because his own town was not among the sufferers, 
those redoubtable gentlemen had the address to get costs of the 
county taxed upon the complainant's town, and then go on and 
repeat the grievance in a smaller degrea And then they point 
to their action in that case in order to prevent any future appeal, 
however great the grievance. 

In order to show existing grievances I will call attention to 
the following official facts : By the census of of 1840 the pro- 
ducts of agriculture in Columbia county were $2,606,445 ; by 
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the census of 1845 those products were $2,152,118 ; by the census 
of 1875 those products were $2,444,012, as vpill appear in the 
State Assessors' report for 1879. By the Supervisors the lands 
from which these products accrued are valued at over fifteen 
millions of dollars. By the late county history the manufactur- 
ing capital in the county was about $5,000,000. The income of 
that capital was over $6,000,000, and the net income ex- 
ceeded forty per cent. By the Supervisors' valuation that man- 
ufacturing capital has not been taxed at all for the last twenty 
years, of which I will give Stockport as an example. Its farm 
lands, railroad and personal property have been assessed at $595,- 
000, which was largely above the Supervisors' valuation for the 
last twenty years, and is above the valuation of the late Board, 
notwithstanding by the census there is $814,000 of manufactur- 
ing capital in that town. Had Ancram and Taghkanic united 
with the other towns in the late appeal that wrong would have 
been redressed without litigation, and the ridiculous Wouter 
Von Twiller precedent would never have again been repeated. 
Their neglecting to do so has entailed upon the county expensive 
litigation and at least one year's repetition of the great wrongs. 
Taghkanic has not one-third as much taxable property as Stock- 
port, and yet the last year under the supervisors' valuation the 
people of that town paid towards county and state purposes 
over fifteen hundred dollars more than the people of Stockport, 
and they paid over six thousand dollars more towards the ex- 
penses of the war. Should those grievances in future years be 
doubled upon the towns of Taghkanic and Ancram where will 
be their redress should they seek it ? While Stockport, Phil- 
mont and Canaan were saving they could not reasonably expect 
sympathy from the other aggrieved towns, and the terrors of an 
eight thousand dollar bill of costs will be shaken at them to be 
imposed upon the constituents of the complainant. 

The grounds for the impending appeal from the action of the 
late Board of Supervisors are : First, that certain towns are put 
too high in the supervisors' valuation. Second, that certain towns 
are put too low in that valuation. Third, that no provisions of 
the Board were made to carry out and enforce the decree of the 
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appellate court by indemnifying the aggrieved towns at the ex* 
pense of those wbo had profited by their grievances, that injustice 
to Hillsdale alone amounting to $2,240. Fourth, the expenses of 
the appellate court should be paid against whom the decree was 
made, and not by the constituents of complainant Fifth, that 
means should be taken to render the redress for grievances 
less expensive, and more time should be allowed for delibera- 
tion in seeking redress for . grievancea And, sixth, that it 
should be the duty of the Board to scrutinize into the subject 
of the assessment of property and for any wilful neglect of as- 
sessors upon that subject to use the influence of the whole Board 
in procuring punishment at the hands of the Grand Jury and in 
the trying of indictmenta The assessed value of agricultural 
lands should be based upon its net income, which by long estab- 
lished usage is one-thiid of its gross income. To show what 
that gross income is I will give the extracts from the census of 
the following towns : 



Swine 

Poultry 

Wheat 

Oats 

Rje 

Buckwheat 

Corn 

Wool 

Potatoes 

Hay 

Dairy 

Pruit 

Yearlings 

Railroad 

Hanof actozes 

Tax paid 1880 on State and 

County. 

Mills on the dollar, 

War Expense 

January 16, 1882. 



Stockport. 



$ 6,655 

941 

1,297 

13,854 

4,375 

1,283 

9,638 

1.260 

5,952 

84,230 

7,760 

780 

780 

$89,305 

1204,000 
814,000 



$3,516 26 

6.5 

$34,277 



Taghkanic. 



$14,685 

5,573 

1,300 

88,565 

18,940 

6,070 

14,002 

2,704 

7,135 

21,150 

11,945 

600 

3,340 

$141,911 

$ 11,000 



$5,081 78 

12.1 

$41,690 



Hillsdale. 



$17,060 

2,134 

2,794 

29,604 

13,840 

5,429 

13,800 

5,217 

14,058 

26,230 

15,600 

1,510 

3,800 

$151,072 

$ 40,000 



$7,343 24 

12.7 

$77,592 
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THE APPEAL CASES. 



Towns that are Made to Suffer for the Ben- 
efit of Others. 



NUMBER ONE. 

The editbrs of two country papers who are flooding the coun- 
ty with their extra sheets might profit by an argument of Si^ 
Henry Fielding, who devoted a chapter in order to prove that a 
man could write the better by knowing something of the subject 
upon which he wrota One of them says : "The good grace with 
" which Kinderhook submitted to the table adopted by the Board 
" of Supervisors should put to shame the kickers at the county 
"seat" The other says : "The appealing Supervisors have no 
"justification for sending up a howl of agony because the State 
"Assessors' table was not adopted." That State Assessors* table 
was a very able judicial decree, made upon an issue raised ac- 
cc»:ding to law and with the aid of able counsel employed on 
both sides of the issue. By it it appeared that certain towns in 
the county in 1880 had suffered wrong by an over-valuation to 
the amount of $1,154,142, and of course should be indemnified 
for that wrong in a sum not less than $10,000. The payment 
of that sum was just as due as any other county liability, and 
the principle established by that decree was binding upon future 
Boards of Supervisors till reversed by a court of equal jurisdic- 
tion. But the late Board of Supervisors assumed the preroga- 
tive of disregarding that decree. It neglected to provide for the 
payzaent to the aggrieved towns the amount decreed to them. It 
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repeated in a small way the grievance which caused the appeal 
to the courts; and, though the decision was in favor of the 
appeal and against the action of the Board of Supervisors, the 
Board taxed the costs, amounting to $8,000, upon the constitu- 
ents of the appellant It is the boast of one of these papers that 
Kinderhook submitted with a good grace to this act of the 
Board of Supervisors, by which, unless that action shall be re- 
versed by the present appeal, Kinderhook will loose $2,500, and 
Ancrara will lose $2,000, and Taghkanic will lose $340 which the 
State Assessors had decreed to them under the appeal. And if 
either of these towns had united with the appellants, the State 
Assessors' decree would have been sustained and the expense of 
further litigation obviated. 

That State Assessors' decree gave near $2,000 to the town of 
Ancram, and over $300 to the town of Clermont, and over $200 
to the town of Ghent, and over $2,200 to the town of Hillsdale, 
and over $3,000 to the city of Hudson, and near $2,500 to the 
town of Kinderhook, and over $100 to the town of Livingston, 
and near $340 to the town of Taghkanic. That State Assessors' 
decree shows conclusively that the $8,000 costs in obtaining it 
should be paid by the county and not by the people of New Leb- 
anon. It shows conclusively that there are $4,838,422 of rail- 
road real estate in the county and $11,436,694 of real estate in the 
county which are neither railroad or farm lands. It shows con- 
clusively that if there are $19,282,990 of farm lands, and $4,- 
662,773, of personal property as reported by the supervisors, 
then there are $39, 620,819 of taxable property in the county, 
which of course would impose upon the county an additional 
$40,000 of the State tax. 

The State Assessors in their good sense and integrity discover 
that the Supervisors impose twice as much tax upon the farm 
lands as they should do, therefore in equalizing Columbia with 
the other counties in the State, they fix the taxable property in 
Columbia county at about $26,000,000. Shall the decree of such 
State Assessors be set aside to gratify the knavish greed of a 
few modern Solons in the Board of Supervisors, who desire to 
continue to throw three-fourths of the burdens of the county 
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upon the farm lands ? Or shall we be compelled to incur an- 
other eight thousand dollar costs in order to get a repetition of 
that decree ? 

Deceived by the action of the Supervisors, the State Assessors 
came to the conclusion that there was $40,429,866 of real estate 
alone in Columbia County, as will appear upon the 23d page of 
the Assessors' report for 1879, and the State board of equaliza- 
tion came within one vote of estimating that valuation at $31, 
000,000, Messrs. Beach, Mackin, Schoonmaker, Fowler and 
Hadly voting to fix the valuation of real estate in Columbia 
county at $28, 845,813, while Messrs. Dorsheimer, Olcott, Sey- 
mour and Briggs voted to fix that valuation at 131,014,315. 

I have long had some painful apprehensions that the action of 
the Supervisors might induce the State Assessors to add very 
much to the valuation of our county ; and on the 26th of Janu- 
ary, 1880, 1 predicted in a communication to the Eegister and 
Gazette that the State Assessors might be induced to raise the 
valuation in this county to 140,000,000 as will appear on the 
20th page of the second volume of my Political History. 

TJnder the circumstances and the judicious court and counsel 
employed, I think the state assessors' decree one of the most 
important documents ever issued in the State, and since the Su- 
pervisors have neglected to provide for its publication, I think I 
will do so at my individual expense. TJpon the appeal from the 
action of the Supervisors now pendins:, the most thorough 
preparation should be made. It may not be necessary for the 
court to re-aflBirm the existing decree in order to procure its 
payment to the aggrieved towns, as that can be done by man- 
damus But it may be necessary to get the court to pass upon 
the question whether the payment for the grievances shall be 
made at the expense of the county or of the towns which have 
profited by those grievances. The court of course should 
pass upon the grievances which have occurred by the Supervi- 
sors' neglecting to make their recent valuation correspond with 
the existing state assessors' decree, and should also pass upon 
the question of who should pay the costs in obtaining that decree. 
The attention of the court should also be called to a few millions 
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that may be added to that portion of the real estate within the 
county which is neither railroad or farm lands. It should also 
be called to such personal property as town assessors have wan- 
tonly neglected to put in their assessment rolls. It should also 
be called to the relative valuation of property, taking into con- 
sideration the productions, the capital invested, and the expense 
of labor and material. It should also be called to the questioa 
whether government bonds should not constitute a part of the 
wealth of towns to be estimated in their valuation. Some other 
subjects to which the attention of the court may be called I may 
notice in a future communication. It may be well for the court 
to give some expressions, ex officio. 

It is the weakness of human nature to have individuals seek to 
avoid having their property bear a due proportion of the public 
burdens, but that Supervisors under their oath of office should 
seek to aid the towns to avoid bearing their share of the public 
burdens is most lamentable meanness, and should meet with a 
stern rebuke at the hands of the court 

The agricultural productions of each census since 1840 will 
prove an unmistakable basis to fix the valuation between agricul- 
tural towns, and the net income of the different industries will 
form an equitable basis in fixing the valuation of the towns in 
which the real estate does not consist of farm lands, and the 
valuation between those towns and the real estate towna Such 
a court as our present State assessors can do much in not only 
redressing wrongs, but in rebuking and checking the growing 
corruptions among the people. 

January 20, 1882. 
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The State Assessors' Valuation. —Grievances 

they Aimed to Correct. 



NUMBER TWO. 

I am reminded that I might profit myself by a suggestioQ 
that I had made for the benefit of others, viz : " That a man 
could write the better by knowing something of the subject upon 
which he wrote." I am informed upon reliable authority that 
the State Assessors have nothing to do in procuring payment to 
the towns shown to be aggrieved by their table. It was the 
duty of the appealing supervisors to ask the payment at the 
hands of the late board, and upon its neglect to make the ap- 
propriation they should have applied for mandamus. I am also 
reminded that the Stale Assessors' table was a precedent binding 
upon future Boards of Supervisors, but as it was incident rather 
than a direct point at issue its collection might require special 
legislation. These facts the appealing supervisors might have 
learned had they applied to their intelligent counsel amidst the 
haste of their brief six weeks' session. 

Then again, the grievances under the late Supervisors' equal- 
ization are trifling in comparison to what they have been of late 
years, and hardly justify an appeal to the State Assessors. 
Therefore, the appealing supervisors would do well to consider 
the propriety of humbly going, hat in hand, before the committee 
appointed by the board and ask them to dictate the terms of 
settlement 
6 
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If our present remarkably pure ballot box and the Know 
Nothing organization will allow, future Boards of Supervisors 
will correct the evils that have existed in the past years. Old 
Hillsdale, though one of the poorest towns in the county, has 
borne her burdens philosophically. Her people have long paid 
$2,000 a year above what justice required of them, and in 1864 
paid $40,000 towards a fund which under a sham call for a half 
million of men was created for the benefit of certain men high in 
office, who had been instrumental in reconstructing our Union 
into a consolidated nation. 

In 1840 we had no Know Nothing organization, and the cor- 
rupter of the ballot box was considered meaner than a thief, and 
each town was willing to bear its due proportion of the public 
burden. In that year the Board of Supervisors did not get or- 
ganized till Monday of the second week. On that day the com- 
mittees were appointed and the assessment rolls and reports of 
town auditors passed into the hands of the clerk. On the eve- 
ning of that day the committees proceeded to the discharge of 
their duties. That on the County Treasurer's Account was a 
sample of the others. The Treasurer laid before them his bill 
books and vouchers. The books in the hands of the chairman 
and the vouchers in the hands of the Treasurer, and in one 
hour the committee were prepared to report the bill correct to 
the Board. So of nearly all the other committees. The Jailor's 
bill had a ferge list of commitments without vouchers, and dis- 
charges without the authority of magistrates. To settle the 
legality, of those coramitmdnts a police constable was indicted 
and fined by the court. An iron toll gate had evaporated, for 
the discovery of which the District Attorney before the session 
of the court issued a large number of subpoenaes for witnessesto 
go before the Grand Jury, and the charges for those subpoenaes 
were stricken from his bill. lie subsequently admitted that he 
had no authority to issue such subpoenaed till ordered by the 
chairman of the Grand Jury. In one hour the Board examined 
the Loan OfiBcers' investments, and in one hour filed a list of 
Grand Jurors, and with equal dispatch discharged all the routine 
business of the Board, and had leisure to spend one day at the 
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county poor house, and had closed all their business and ad- 
journed at the end of the second week. 

Their expenses, including their officers, were less than a 
thousand dollars; whereas, in the discharge of their duties the 
late board has expended six weeks in time and over four thou- 
sand dollars in money. State and county expenses in 1840 were 
less than $20,000 ; in 1880 they were over $182,000 with a 
strong tendency to be increased. As shown by the State assess- 
ors' table a large portion of that expenditure has been imposed 
upon the farm land, although their productions have not aver- 
aged over $2,500,000 annually, and from a large portion of those 
expenditures manufacturing capital has been exempted, although 
their annual products have exceeded $6,000,000. 

To this policy certain Supervisors have adhered with a death- 
like tenacity, and though restrained in the late Board by the 
State Assessors' table, yet in equalizing they have placed certain 
towns above and others below the provisions of that table; and 
have done so as a precedent for repeating the great wrongs in 
the future. An appeal now for the small wrong of the late Board 
may have an embarrassing influence upon an appeal when the 
wrongs shall again grow too grievous to be borne. An appellant 
has at all times to encounter great embarrassments. Frowns, 
ridicule, the power of the board, backed by the county treasury ; 
and, if there chanced to be a blackguard in the board, to refined 
language, as we have had a recent example. And in a future elec- 
tion he will have to encounter not only a corrupted ballot but 
all the base organizations of the day. With my corrected 
knowledge upon the subject, it is my opinion that the present 
appeal should be withdrawn ; but, with the better understand- 
ing of the appellant's honorable and intelligent counsel, it may 
be wise for them to be governed by their advice. 

January 27, 1882. 
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THE APPEAL CASES. 



Reasons why they Should be Withdrawn. 



NUMBER THREE. 

I have advised that the pending appeal frorfl the action of the 
late Board of Supervisors be withdrawn, and I will now proceed 
to give my reasons by an illustration. In 1877 the assessed 
value of the real estate in the town of Stockport was $488,440, 
which the Supervisors in their valuation reduced to $195,111. 
It therefore became the duty of some Supervisor of an ag- 
grieved town to call the attention of the Board to the fact that 
Stockport had $204,000 railroad real estate, and by a previous 
census it had $814,000 of manufacturing real estate and $228,- 
960 of village real estate, and its 6,022 acres of farm lands had 
over $89,000 of products annually, one-third of which being net 
products fixed the value of the farm lands at $52 per acre, mak- 
ing their gross amount $823,144 of agricultural land, and mak- 
ing the whole real estate amount to the value of $1,565104. If 
the Board should have refused to accede to a motion to raise tlie 
valuation of the real estate of that town to that sum, an appeal 
should have been taken, which could not have failed to have 
been sustained, as the proof was official and at hand ; and taking 
the whole county in consideration would have given $15,000 
to the aggrieved towns. That sum would have been collectable 
by mandamus, as the decision would not have been incidental 
but in point to the issue. The present appeal is not to any point 
raised before the Board. The appellants neglected to make an 
issue, as far as I can discover, and therefore, in my opinion, will 
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be beaten, and those who have enjoyed such plunder in the past 
will go off exulting in the prospect of enjoying similar plunder 
in the future. Therefore it is my opinion that it would be well to- 
withdraw the present appeal ; and if abuses should accrue in 
the future to raise the point for redress before the Board, 
and then an appeal could not fail of obtaining redress. 

The assessment of personal property in Stockport was more 
ridiculous than that of real estate. One factory there produced 
from twelve to fourteen thousand yards of flannel daily. An- 
other, with a hundred hands, supplied the markets of Europe, 
Asia and America. Another manufactured daily 800 reams of 
paper. Another converted annually three hundred tons of husks 
into mattrasses. Another made four hundred reams of paper 
daily. Another produced weekly 20,000 yards of cotton 
cloth. These with other factories of less account produced an- 
nually not less than a million of dollars, with a net profit of over 
♦400,000, to say nothing of the other industries in the town. 
And yet all the personal property in that town in 1877 was as- 
sessed at $66,600, and the assessment roll sworn to contain all 
the personal property of the town, and that oath if false, is made 
perjury by the statute; and it was the sworn duty of the super- 
visor of that town to report those assessors for the purpose of 
having them indicted. Such abuses existed in other towns as 
well as Stockport, and if for want of due preparation the appell- 
ants in the pending cases should be beaten, as in my apprehen- 
sioa they will be, they will burden the aggrieved towns with 
thousands of dollars of costs ; and those who have exulted in 
plunder for long years in the past may be permitted to exult in 
similar plunder for many years in the futura It is for these rea- 
sons that I advise the withdrawal of the present appeals ; and 
upon a repetition of these abuses, to have appeals taken in due 
form of law, which can not fail to procure redress. 

January 30, 1882. 
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THE APPEAL CASES. 



Stronger Reasons why the Cases Should be 

Withdrawn. 



NUMBER FOUR. 

My advice has been and is that the present appeals from the 
late proceedings of the Board of Supervisors be withdrawn. The 
appellants have acted without the advice of their counsel. They 
have been decoyed into a trap. They are going into a contest 
without preparation and with their hands tied. In my opinion 
they will be beaten, and will entail heavy costs upon their re- 
spective towns, and will leave to their exultant opponents an 
open field in which to continue their plunder. One single in- 
telligent and brave Supervisor in the future, upon due prepara- 
tion, can stop that plunder, and in doing so will confer great and 
important benefits upon the community for generations to come, 
if not for all time. 

I will call attention to these benefits, and will again refer to 
Stockport in illustration : She has $204,000 of railroad real 
estate. She had in 1845, by the census, $814,000 of manufac- 
turing real estate ; she has $285,000 of real estate in her four 
villages situate on 176 acres of village land. Her 6,022 acres of 
agricultural land had $89,000 of products, nearly half of which, 
like hay, was of spontaneous growth, requiring but little labor, 
and situate in the midst of the market, thereby avoiding the ex- 
penses of freight and the commissions of middle men. These 
advantages gave four or fivefold greater value to her farm lands 
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per acre than that of most of the other farm lands in the county, 
and making their gross taxable value to be from $240,000 to 
1400,000, making the gross taxable value of real estate alone in 
that town to be at least $7,600,500. The gross annual income 
of that real estate has not been less than a million of dollars for 
the last forty years. Of courae the taxable personal property in 
that town can not be less than a million of dollars, and the tax 
upon that town for state and county purposes should not be less 
than $16,000 annually. 

Now let us look at the consequences of the imposition of that 
tax. It would relieve the farm lands in the county of over half 
the burdens they now bear. It would make it to the interest of 
Stockport to see that the other towns who in years past had been 
favored like herself, should be made to bear their due portion 
of the public burden. It would make it to the interest of Stock- 
port to see that no unnecessary expense should be incurred by 
the county. By a recent publication it appears that the State 
expenses for poor houses and asylums was eighteen dollars for 
each individual relieved. Whereas in this county it is fifty-six 
dollars for each individual relieved. It would be to the interest 
of Stockport that her shrewd supervisors should inquire into the 
cause of this difference, and also why the expenses of the Board of 
Supervisors were over four-fold greater than they were formerly. 
And though our military display in Columbia County may make 
our fifty millions of people breathe easier and make the nations 
of Europe shake through all their legions, Stockport may be 
induced to inquire why the nation should be specially guarded 
at the expense of Columbia county. 

Let Stockport be required to bear her portion of the public 
burdens, and she will of course exert her influenc in favor of 
economy. Let the present appeals be withdrawn, and if past 
grievances should again be repeated, let the appeals be again 
made in due form of law and upon points clearly raised before 
the Board, and all the benefits I have suggested will accrue. 
The points made before the Board should be made under the 
advise of competent counsel, for pettifoggers in the Board, should 
any unscrupulous ones happen to be members, will be continually 
contriving to gain some technical advantage. Feb. 3, 1882. 
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ASSESSMENT AND TAXES. 



Injustice that Should be Rebuked and 

Corrected. 



I think I have satisfactorily shown that the taxable real estate 
in the town of Stockport in 1877 was at least $1,600,000, 
which with the personal property must have exceeded two mil- 
lions of dollars ; and yet that property was assessed at only 
$555,040, which the Supervisors reduced in their equalization 
to $261,711. The State Assessors having made the discovery 
that there was over $8,000,000 of real estate in the county, which 
was not railroad or farm land, that had escaped taxation in 
equalizing between the counties in tlie State, they added that 
sum to Columbia county. To screen the untaxed real estate 
from that addition by the State Assessors the Supervisors added 
it to the agricultural land, by adding eighteen dollars per acre 
uniformly throughout the county, and without any regard to their 
actual valuation. The rocks and the hills in the eastern part of 
the county, whose productions were grown by the use of the hoe 
and plow and the sweat of the brow, was raised eighteen dollars 
per acre ; while the inexhaustably fertile bottom lands of Stock- 
port, whose productions to a large extent were of spontaneous 
growth and harvested by horse power, requiring comparatively 
but little hand labor, was raised eighteen dollars per acre, so that 
the tax on Stockport, which in either of those years should not 
have been less than $16,000, for state and county purposes, was 
only $3,239 in 1877 and $2,912 in 1878. 

I have been scolded at for calling public attention to these 
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facts, and in revenge our Supervisor has been decoyed into a 
trap, from whicli if he has not sagacity to escape, the next tax 
upon Hillsdale will exceed 116,000. To show the antecedents 
of the Supervisors, in respect to both Stockport and Hillsdale 
for the last fifteen years, I will give the following table taken 
from the annual reports of the Supervisors : 



1865, War expenses 

1866, State and County tax 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 



Stockport. 


Hillsdale. 


$34,277 


$77,592 


4,488 


8,185 


5,552 


10,649 


4,559 


8,631 


4,547 


8,468 


5,320 


9,138 


4,683 


8,372 


4,744 


8,351 


5,176 


9,602 


5,291 


9,651 


4,855 


9,157 


3,239 


6,765 


2,912 


6,032 


2,978 


6,220 


3,516 


7,343 



$95,117 $194,156 



During all these years the taxable property of Stockport ex- 
ceeded that of Hillsdale over three fold. The gross annual in- 
come exceeded that of Hillsdale over four fold. Her annual 
net income exceeded that of Hillsdale over five fold. And now 
to pay Hillsdale for complaining, her Supervisor is decoyed into 
a trap from which to escape is called dishonorable, as stated to 
me in a letter received yesterday. 

February 11, 1882. 

7 
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POLITICAL HONESTY. 



A Few Reminiscences which have a Present 

Application. 



" To know yourself and your defects to know. 
Make use of every friend and every foe." 

I was once vilely slandered, for which ample atonement was 
made, as may be seen in the Hudson Gazette of March .8th, 1828. 
I have had to endure some small amount of whifiet barking at 
my heels. Beyond this the consideration that I have received 
from all classes in society assures me that my old conceptions of 
a principle of honor to which I have endeavored to adhere is the 
true one ; and I must be excused from giving countenance to the 
new constructed principles of honor as taught both by precept 
and example in the Columbia county Board of Supervisors for 
many years, of which 1 have given some recent illustrationa 
The vitally important step toward the exercise of the true prin- 
ciples of honor is to seek with a zealous heart divine aid to di- 
vest ourselves of those selfish principles which Providence in 
its wisdom has visited in judgments upon mankind. With that 
aid, and that only, we can acquire the disposition to say : "Do to 
us as we do to others.'* And under that judgment, which re- 
quires all mankind to earn his bread by the sweat of his brow, 
we can acquire the disposition to avoid imposing our portion of 
that burden upon our neighbors. Orl the contrary, we shall be 
willing to extend aid to his feeble hand in bearing the burdens 
imposed upon him. 

Lest my using Stockport so freely may be imputed to preju- 
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dice, I will refer to my antecedents in respect to that town. It 
is near a half century ago that I became a struck juror in trying 
a case in which Jonathan Stott was defendant, and it involved the 
value of his water power. It took some days in the trial. The 
-testimony was conflicting. I was a stranger to the parties and all 
-the jurors, yet I was made their foreman. The impressions of a 
majority of that jury were in favor of the plaintiff ; yet from facts 
in the case to which I called their attention, the verdict was for 
the defendant Had I been influenced by personal or political 
consideration the verdict would have been different, as Aaron 
Van Derpool, my ardent personal and political friend, was the 
plaintiff's attorney. Subsequently associated with Jonathan 
Stott and him from whom Philmont has derived its name, I was 
.a commissioner appointed to settle certain controversies between 
the Hudson and Berkshire railroad and certain of the citizens 
on the line of the road. I was made the chairman of the com- 
mission. I made its report, and not a word of disagreement ever 
occurred between us. In 1842, associated with the supervisors 
from Stockport and Austerlitz, I was appointed to settle the 
question of a disputed seat in the Board of Sqpervisors from one 
of the wards of Hudson. I was made the chairman of the com- 
mittee. I made the report and it was unanimously accepted. 
I have ever since felt as deep an interest for the welfare of the 
people of the town of Stockport as for that of any other people. 
I have often interestingly called to mind her famous water privi- 
leges, her four flourishing villages, her million investment in 
manufactures, her 6,000 acres of bottom land, giving employ- 
ment to a greater population than 30,000 acres in the town of Hills- 
dale. But ! how that prospect has been marred when I have 
discovered the controlling spirits of that town under the influ- 
ence of a reconstructed principle of honor, infusing a spirit in 
the people no better than public robbers. In a late communi- 
cation I called attention to their antecedents for the last fifteen 
years. Now I will refer to other official facts to show that their 
knaveries have been the fruits of cool deliberation. 

In 1871 when the taxable real estate of Stockport was notori- 
ously over $1,600,000, it was assessed at only $488,440, and the 
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attestation to that assessment if knowingly false was perjury by 
the statute. In 1878 that real estate was assessed at $584,840, 
an increase of over $100,000, and those town assessors admitted 
to the state assessors in that year that to comply with the law 
twenty per cent might be added to their assessment. The super- 
visors in equalizing upon those assessments reduced the valua^^ 
tion on that real estate in the year 1877 from $488,440, to $195,111, 
or $9,000 less than the railroad real estate alone. In 1878, though 
the town assessors admitted to the state assessors that twenty 
per cent might be added to their assessment in order to comply 
with the law, yet the supervisors in their table reduced the value 
of that real estate over $119,000 below that of the town assessors. 
At the same time they raised the valuation upon the real estate 
in the town of Hillsdale $377,458 above that of the town asses- 
sors. • What is now specially worthy of notice is that the late 
state assessors' valuable labored table has fixed the valuation on 
the real estate in Hillsdale at very near the amount assessed upon 
it in 1878 by the town assessors, to which the supervisors made 
that enormous addition. Now I ask the people of Stockport 
whether I may not refer to these facts in a spirit of grief rather 
than that of unkindness ? In the last equalization I do not com- 
plain that Hillsdale is placed very specially too high, but I do 
complain that the valuations of real estate in Stockport and some 
other towns are not one-third what they should be. In the im- 
position of the foregoing wrongs every crime legal and moral 
has been committed short of homicide, and it is all the fruit of 
the reconstructed principle of honor established by the Columbia 
County Board of Supervisors. 

I have written the foregoing while suflfering from very ill 
health, and before the waxing and waning of another moon I 
may have passed from life ; but if my effort shall contribute to 
arouse the people to a sense of the terrible crimes which have so 
long been committed by supervisors under their false sense of 
honor, my object will have been attained. At the approaching 
town meetings the people will have to encounter all the open 
and secret wiles of a Know Nothing organization and all the 
influence of a corrupted ballot box ; but if they are only true to 
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themselves they will do much to check in the future the grievous 
wrongs they have suffered in the past How strange it is that 
intelligent people can be found from mercenary or ambitious 
motives to aid the wicked oppressors of their own town. 
February 20, 1882. 
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SUPERVISORS' WORK. 



i» • » 



What the Proceedings of the Board Reveal. 



••» 



I have before me the published proceedings of a late session of 
the Board of Supervisors iu one of the most interesting counties 
in our state. It discharged all its business in two weeks at an ex- 
pense to the county of less than one thousand dollars, and had 
devoted one day in hearing arguments by certain citizens in re- 
spect to repairs upon public buildings. The proceedings were 
published in a pamphlet of forty-one pages embracing everything 
material, and easily understood by the most obtuse mind. 

I have also before me the published town, county and state 
expenditures, as equalized by the late Board of Supervisors in 
Columbia county. Its revision of ordinary business lasted six 
weeks at an expense to the county of over four thousand seven 
hundred dollars. If its published proceedings shall accord with 
its antecedents it will require near three hundred pages, the 
most important portions of which will designedly require an ex- 
pert to understand. The bills audited vastly exceed those of 
other counties in the state, and are four fold greater than in 
Columbia county in the days when corruption and crime had 
not been so prevalent as is notoriously existing now. 

As an example of extravagance reference may be had to every 
species of expenditure in the county. For the relief of the poor 
in all its departments, while in the state it only averages eighteen 
dollars for each individual, it costs fifty-six dollars per individ- 
ual in Columbia county. And Columbia is the only county in 
the state in which a National Guard has been established for the 
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protection of our fifty millions of people ; and it is presumable 
that it is the only county in the state where such a Guard should, 
by adopting his name, throw a cloud over the fair fame of a citi- 
zen who had fallen a victim in our late civil war. 

But the subject of equalization by the Board of Supervisors- isl 
just now most specially worthy of notice. I have already called 
attention to the fact, as shown by the Supervisors' records, that 
one of the poorest towns in the county had within a little over 
fifteen years paid a hundred thousand dollars more tax than one 
of the richest towns in the county. I have also called attention 
to the fact that one of th^nchest towns in the county, with a 
taxable real estate of over $1,600,000 was by the Supervisors' 
valuation put at only $195,000 ; whilst one of the poorest towns 
in the county, shown by the State Assessors' table to be less 
than $700,000, was raised by the Supervisors' valuation to over 
a million of dollars. I now call attention to the fact that a Su- 
pervisor appealed from the unjust action of that Board of Super- 
visors, and the Appellate Court sustained the appeal and made a 
table showing that certain towns had paid annually thousands 
of dollars unjustly and illegally, while other towns had, in vio- 
lation of law, enjoyed a corresponding benefit. The published 
bills now before me show that instead of the towns which had 
enjoyed those illegal benefits being taxed with the costs, those 
costs were taxed by the Board of Supervisors upon the town of 
the appellant to the enormous amount of eight thousand two 
hundred and three dollars and eighty cents. It is impossible to 
conceive a more ridiculous law than that now existing or which 
has prevailed in the case of this late appeal. The appeal has to 
be made within a barely possible time or be barred forever. 
The decision of the Appellate Court is merely declatory, with 
no power to redress the wrong — with the power in the hands of 
the Supervisors, who were the authors of the wrongs, to fix the 
amount and to tax the costs upon the towns of the appellants. 
Under this construction of the law the. towns have no redress 
which for long years have suflFered annually thousands of dollars, 
and it is not surprising that to some extent the grievances of 
long years in the past has just been repeated. The tables before 
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me show that there are but two towns in the county taxed as 
low as one of the richest towns in the county has been. They 
show that one town in the county that should have been taxed 
over sixteen thousand dollars has only been taxed about four 
thousand six hundred dollars. If the law had simplified the 
process of the appeal and given reasonable time for taking it, 
and given the Appellate Court the power to fix the costs and 
to force the collection of the damages, an unscrupulous Board 
of Supervisors would cease to indulge in their knaveries. 
February 28, 1882. 
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SENATOR EDMUNDS AND THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 



•♦•♦< 



I did hope that Senator Edmunds, of Vermont, would prove 
an exception to that declaration that "An honest man in office is 
a great rarity." But since having read his communication in the 
North American Review of January, 1881, I am under the disa- 
greeable necessity of giving him up. On his first page he says 
that "for more than thirty years of its existence the present 
" Democratic party was persistently devoted to the preservation 
"and propagation of the institution of slavery, and the largest 
" part of its effective strength finally plunged into the rebellion 
" for the same end." A more palpable and wicked falsehood 
was never uttered. Massachusetts was the mother of the Be- 
publican party. Their ancestors were fishermen in Holland. 
A consort of the Mayflower exchanged fish for slaves and im- 
ported them into Virginia in 1620. Their ship Desire, built at 
Marblehead, imported a cargo of slaves into Salem in 1638, and 
again in 1639, for which Lieutenant Davenport received a special 
compensation by order of the General Court of Massachusetts. 
That trade has been inseparably connected with the most cher- 
ished interests of Massachusetts every year up to 1881, and has 
not left an uncommitted crime. 

The compromise of 1850 interfered with that trade, and in 
consequence they shut the doors of Faneuil Hall against Daniel 
Webster, and have never spoken a kindly word of him or Henry 
Clay or Millard Fillmore since. In that year their slave ships 
on the coast of Africa contained 246,599 gallons of rum, 2,500 
muskets, and 663,599 pounds of power. In 1861, the year that 
John A. Andrew, then Governor of Massachusetts, had been in- 
strumental in plunging the country into the civil war, Massachu- 

8 
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setts ships on the slave coast of Africa contained 1,045,645 gal- 
lons of rum, 2,533 muskets, and 987,322 pounds of powder. 
In 1866 slaves were carried to the East instead of the West In- 
dies; and the exportation of rum and the capture of slaves was 
shifted from the East to the West coast of Africa. And upon 
the 250th page of the official report upon commerce and naviga- 
tion in 1881 it appears that 1,238,805 gallons of rum was export- 
ed from Boston to that East coast of Africa during that year. 
In a letter from Dr. Livingston to James Qordon Bennett he 
says : ."I wish to say a little about the slave trade in Eastern 
^* Africa. I often wish I could forget the scenes of sorrow I have 
^' witnessed thera Many have but a faint idea of the evils that 
*^ the trading in slaves inflicts on its yictima" 

All this must have been familiar to Senator Edmonds^ and yet 
he charges the evils of slavery to the Democratic party ; there- 
fore, we will refer to the antecedents of that party. Virginia 
was the mother of the Democratic party. Under the crown the 
Virginia Legislature twenty-three times passed acts prohibiting 
the importation of slaves into that state, and yet under the 
authority of the crown Massachusetts continued to import them 
there; Virginians remonstrated against the clause in the Fed* 
eral Constitution legalizing the African slave trade, and in Mr. 
JeflTerson's draft of the Declaration of Independence he made the 
protection of the King to the African slave trade one of the griev- 
ances complained of. Virginia ceded to the government a hun- 
dred thousand miles of her territory and had a provision in the 
act of cession that slavery should not be allowed there, notwith- 
standing slavery was then existing in every state in the tJnioo, 
Theodore Sedgewick, the head of one of the most distinguished 
Democratic families in our country, after an eight years' struggle 
caused slavery to be abolished in Massachusetts, and up to 1860 
slavery had not been abolished in any state in the Union except 
by Democratic Legislatures. If up to that time Democrats 
were identified in a single instance in favoring slavery beyond 
the doctrine of state sovereignty I would like to have it pointed 
out Senator Edmunds said that "for the propagation of slavery 
the largest part of the effective strength of the Democratic party 
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plunged into the rebellion." A man who through either ignor- 
ance or knavery could tell so palpable a falsehood is uo% fit to 
be a senator or even a citizen. That charge could not apply to 
the two millions of men who in 1860 gave tbeir votes to Stephen 
A. Douglass and John Bell, all agreeing in principle under the 
compromise of 1850 and differing only as to men. If applied to 
the few hundred thousand men who gave their votes to Mr. 
Breckenridge it must be said that they had withdrawn from liio 
Democratic party under the lead of two Massachusetts men, apd 
they were comparatively small in nupber. And if they plunged 
into the civil war I would like to be instructed when and whera 
Their withdrawal from Congress did not interfere with ike fK)m.« 
mercial and diplomatic prerogatives of the government In their 
separate organization they took care not to interfere with those 
prerogatives. The firing upon Sumter can not be claimed as 
plunging into the civil war, as South Carolina was sovereign there 
and government officers were abusing the government's mere 
specific jurisdiction. 

The plunging into the civil war was the invasion of Virginia 
in violation of the constitution as decided by the Supreme Court 
in the case of Matthews against McStea. All this must be famil- 
iar to Senator Edmunds, and he in his communication was found 
occasionally capable of telling the truth. On the 23d page he 
says truly that "from the writings of Jefferson it was expected 
that slavery would gradually become extinct" That expecta- 
tion was in train of being realized and was only hindered 
by the cherished interests of Massachusetts slave traders. 
Again he said on the same page that "the Hartford Convention 
in 1814 proved destructive to the existence of the Federalist 
party." On the next page he says that "few things are more de- 
grading and injurious to the public welfare than most coalitions 
of parties." That truth is fully illustrated in the%istory of the 
Bepublican party. For that party was formed from a coalition 
of Federalists, American System Men, High Tariff Men, men 
who denounced the constitution to be "a covenant with hell," 
and the national flag to be "hate's polluted rag," Jesuites, Know 
Nothings and renegade Democrats, and the party has exerted 
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the most degrading and injnrious influences. Again he says, on 
the same page, that "the preponderating inflaences of the Demo- 
cratic party were devoted to the propagation and defence of the 
dogma of so called free trade, or a tariff for revenue only. " That 
is an important truth, and that Democratic principle has been 
sustained by a recent decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and it is equivalent to rebellion if Congress does 
not act in submission to that decision, which will be the most 
important step towards giving prosperity to all of our industrial 
interests; and by removing inducements to wickedness and 
crime, redeem us from the imputation that "mostly knaves are 
filling official positions." March 7, 1882. 
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EQUALIZATION AND VALUATION. 



Certainly it was stupid in me not to have discovered the 
less than a million notices given me that the State Assessors did 
not sustain the appeal made by the Supervisor from New Leba- 
non against the equalization of the Board, as suggested in a rural 
paper of the 3d of March, inst It may not all be imputed to 
stupidity, but I must be partially excusable from the fact that I 
am not generally a reader of that paper. I am still stupid enough 
to suppose that the State Assessors, recognizing the Supervisor 
from New Lebanon to be a county officer, did sustain his appeal 
and made a valuable report showing that certain towns in the 
county were sufferers in an over valuation of over a million of 
dollars, though New Lebanon was not one of the suffering towns. 
I presume I am indebted to the Supervisor from Kinderhook on 
that occasion to the respectful notice of me in that rural sheet 
I will, therefore, return the compliment by a reference to his ac- 
tion on the occasion of the equalization from which the appeal 
was taken. 

The committee upon equalization, of whom the Supervisor 
from Kinderhook was one, made its report on the 5th of Decem- 
ber, and the Supervisor from Kinderhook moved its immediate 
adoption. As the rules of the Board required one day's delay, 
the Supervisor from Chatham moved the suspension of that rule, 
and it was suspended ; the Supervisor from Kinderhook voted 
in favor of the suspension, although by the rules of the Board 
such suspension could not be made till one day after the motion. 
Then the Supervisor from Kinderhook again moved its adoption, 
by instructions to the Clerk, stating that the equalization ap- 
peared to be proper and fair, and his motion was adopted. The 
Supervisor from Chatham moved such action should be taken 
as would prevent a reconsideration of the subject, and his motion 
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was adopted. Now there was no need of that haste, for the 
Board continued its session over five weeks longer; and instead 
of the equalization being fair and just, Stockport was equalized 
at $465,184, when its railroad real estate alone was over $400,- 
000, while it was notorious that it bad of manufacturing and 
farm and village real estate to near one and one-half million of 
dollars mora Taking these circumstances into consideration, I 
must feel flattered at the respectful notice taken o( me in the 
rural paper referred to. March 9, 1882. 
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The Doctrine of State Rights Vindicated 
from an Unexpected Source. 



*'Qod moves in a mysterious way 

His wonders to perfortn! 
He plants His footsteps on the sea, 

And rides upon tlie storm." 

The same corrupt political principles and influences prevailed 
in oar cioiiDtrj in the important elections of 1880 that had made 
wickedness and crime proverbial among us, add had made it 
proverbial that *^an honest toan in office was a great rarity." But 
the verj consequences of that success, under the order of a wise 
Providence, is beginning to ripen the fruits of a glorious refonxk 
Mark Twain has been inspired to write his Gilded Age^ which 
will exert a salutary influence in bringing to shame political 
knaves and religious hypocrites. Mr. Alvord's bill just intro- 
duced in the Legislature of the State of New York, granting lo 
the United Stales government the right to erect a light-bouse 
ID th0 tide waters of the Hudson river, near Tarrytown, is 
one c^ the thousands of acts in proof of the position that States 
rights is not a pestilential doctrine. On the contrary^ they have 
survived the civil war, and the government is bound to respect 
tbem« 

Then, again, the decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, as recorded in 20th. Wallace, on page 665, that taxation 
for any other purpose than public revenue exclusively is uncon- 
stitutional and inconsistent with the principles of a free govern- 
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ment, has settled another of our most important fundamental 
principlea In the language of Alexander Hamilton, in the 
convention that made the constitution, '^ those principles could 
" not be lost till the whole American people were robbed of 
'* their liberties." It has been through the violation of those 
principles that all the great evils under which our country has 
suffered has been produced. The hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars expanded by the general government in internal improve- 
ments within States without their consent has been one of the 
great sources of wickedness, corruption and crime that has 
become so proverbially prevalent Mark Twain has happily 
illustrated the operation of that principle in the following: 
Congress had made an appropriation to make Goose Creek navi- 
gable under its fabricated name of "Cumberland Eiver." When 
the agent in Boston was called upon for funds to pay the men 
employed, he showed by his books that the appropriation had 
all been expended in bribing Congressmen to make it, and the 
laborers were left to mob their employer for redress. 

The intelligent mind would naturally inquire that if Congress 
had no right to build a lighthouse near Tarrytown without the 
consent of the State of New York, what right had it to make an 
appropriation for the enlargement of Goose Creek? If the con- 
sent of States had to be obtained, as the constitution contempla- 
ted, before making any internal improvements, all the corruptions 
growing out of that system would be avoided. 

The policy of imposing duties upon imports for the protection 
of labor is illustrated by the Massachusetts Official Bureau. It 
showed the capital invested in manufactures in Massachusetts to 
be $281,000,000; the raw material to be $260,000,000; the 
gross products to be $553,000,000 ; and their net products ex- 
ceeding sixty per cent, while the treatment of labor was such 
in every county as to cause a blush of shame for their native 
State. It must be gratifying to every honest, intelligent man to 
know that those two great corrupting pretentions are put to rest 
by their abandonment — the one by judicial decision and the 
other by legislation — that shows that intelligent Republicans are 
going back and recognizing the original principles of our gov- 
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eminent as recognized and settled by the compromise of 1850. 
It was the violation of those principles that not only has diffused 
wickedness, corruptioQ and crime among the people, but has 
reduced agriculture to a second rate interest, and driven our 
commerce into foreign ships, and produced civil war. And 
these facts being notorious, the hackneyed words of " great 
rebellion " should never again be used by respectable men in 
connection with the civil war. 

By the constitution the government was made sovereign over 
commerce and diplomacy, and the States were left sovereign 
over their civil and industrial interests. The Supreme Court of 
the United States was instituted to settle controversies between 
the two sovereignties. If the civil power of the Executive was 
not sufficient to enforce the decrees of the courts, it became a 
question for Congress which might authorize the use of force 
against a State as against any other sovereignty. These being 
the recognized principles, it is important to inquire how under 
them the civil war occurred and for what cause ? Some have 
said it was on account of slavery. But had anything occurred 
in respect to slavery that did not exist when the constitution 
was made, and was also provided for in the treaty for the pur- 
chase of Louisiana? Had anything occurred in respect to 
slavery requiring judicial action, or that of Congress, unless it 
had been to prohibit the piratical African slave trade of Massa- 
chusetts? Some have said the civil war was produced in conse- 
quence of certain States having seceded and formed a separate 
government But had that produced anything requiring judi- 
cial or congressional action, further than to inquire into and 
redress any grievances that might be existing ? It was just the 
course pointed out by the makers of the constitution for the 
protection of the sovereign rights of the States. Some have im- 
puted the civil war to the firing upon Fort Sumter. But South 
Carolina was sovereign over Fort Sumter by the State and con- 
gressional act which permitted its erection, the government only 
having jurisdiction for a specific purpose, and yet had sent a 
fleet and army to deprive the State of its sovereign prerogative, 
and for a motive which its jurisdiction did not allow. Some 

9 
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have imputed the civil war to something Virginia might have 
dona The action of Virginia consisted in a convention on the 
17th of April, 1861, by a vote of 88 to 55 submitting to the 
people the question of secession in consequence of existing 
grievances ; and the people did so vote on the subsequent 23d 
of May, and on the 25th of June following it was annouqced 
that the vote stood 128,824 in favor of and 32,134 against aoeh 
secession. In the meantime, without judicial or congressional 
authority, the government troops had invaded Virginia and was 
heaping their fields with mountains of the dead. And the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, in the case of Matthews against 
McStea, has decided that that action of the government was in 
violation of the constitution. 

Now, with these facts all notorious, what honest and intelli- 
gent man will call the civil war a great rebellion? On the ooD' 
trary, in its commencement, its prosecution and its results, what 
intelligent mind can fail to discover that its object was to revo- 
lutionize the government, and to rob the States of their consti- 
tutional prerogative, and to build up certain petted interests in 
violation of the natural laws of trade, and to make the few rich 
and the many poor, and to fix a mountain mortgage upon pos- 
terity, and to perpetuate these objects by the establishment of a 
despotism? Massachusetts aided the enemy in the war of 1812 
and refused to aid in the Mexican war. But on the very day 
that the convention in Virginia was submitting the question of 
secession to the people, without judicial or congressional or any 
constitutional authority, the troops of Massachusetts were fight- 
ing their, way through Baltimore on their way to invade Virgioiar 
When I read the words "great rebellion," so frequently ex- 
pressed by editors and men in high official position, I am strongly 
impressed by the opinion that it is not only the fruit of the jMre- 
vailing wickedness, crime and knavery among us, but that 'oar 
last twenty years' political experience had dwarfed the general 
intelligence of the people. The complimentary notice that I 
received through a rural paper goes to strengthen those impres- 
sions in my mind. That a Supervisor from Kinderhook, a town 
made immortal by distinguished men, should, as a member of a 
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committee, report an equalization to be just and fair that the 
State Assessors deliberately declared to contain unjust over- 
valuations exceeding a million of dollars, would strongly indi- 
cate that Kinderhook had degenerated either in intelligence or 
integrity, or both. 

Then in a national point of view: Between the years 1643 
and 1675 the British government had granted charters to colo- 
nies in America, and a New England confederacy had beea 
formed, in each of which it was expressly provided that " each 
"colony was to be perfectly free in the management of its own 
"internal affairs"; and now after the expiration of over two 
centuries, the leaders of the Republican party have come to the 
conclusion that the people have so degenerated that the States 
are not competent to be sovereign over their internal interests. 
The editor of the New York Christian Advocate of August 15thy 
1878, says: "The great war had put down the doctrine of State 
" rights, and it was madness to refer to it" And Secretary 
Sherman in a speech at Portland, Maine, in July, 1879, said : 
" The Democratic doctrine of Slate rights had been the evil 
" genius of American politics. It led to the late rebellion, and 
" every life that was sacrificed and the treasure that was wasted 
" in that war were the bitter fruits of that doctrine." It is Be- 
publican doctrine that our commerce cannot be done in Ameri- 
can ships unless we pay an annual subsidy of $140,000,000, as 
published in the North American Review. Nor can we sustain a 
reputable banking system without a national debt of hundreds 
of millions to base it upon. We, of course, are a very degener- 
ate people. March 14, 1882. 



4.^' 



64 POLITICAL HISTORY. 



SENATOR EDMUNDS' PAPER. 



Its Dangerous Doctrine. —• Expressions of 
other Leading Republicans. 



In the coDvention that made the constitution, and on the 
804th page of Elliott's Debates, Alexander Hamilton asks the 
question: "Will the people suflfer Congress to strip them of 
" their privileges till the solemn prerogatives of the States are 
" reduced to a shadow and a name?" and then he replied: "The 
idea is shocking to common sense." If the general government 
should exercise the prerogative claimed by Senator Edmunds 
of Vermont, in his communication published in the North Ameri- 
can Review of January, 1881, the sovereign prerogatives of the 
States will be reduced to a shadow and a name. And yet Sena- 
tor Edmunds stands so high in the Eepublican party that he 
has been offered a position to adjudicate for our whole country. 
In a speech in September, 1879, Senator Conkling said : "It 
" was the dogma of State rights that had drenched our land in 
" blood and draped it in mourning, and the same heresy now 
"uplifts itself and grasps for dominion." And yet Senator 
Conkling has been placed by Eepublican authority to adjudicate 
for our whole country. The editor of the New York Christian 
Advocate in his paper of August loth, 1878, says : " The great 
" war has put the question of State sovereignty down, and it is 
" madness to refer to it" Secretary Sherman, in a speech at 
Portland, Maine, in July, 1879, said : " The Democratic party 
"had revived the doctrine of State rights"; and further said : 
" That doctrine had been the evil genius of American politics 
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** and it led to the late rebellion, and every life that had been 
" sacrificed and the treasure that had been wasted in that war 
" were the bitter fruits of that doctrine." And yet Secretary 
Sherman is holding one of the highest positions in the executive 
department of our government 

This hostility to the doctrine of State sovereignty being held 
by those now controlling the executive, legislative and judicial 
branches of the government, it may be well to make a brief 
reference to the history of that doctrine. On the 89th page of 
the History of the United States, by A. H. Stephens, it reads 
that " Previous to 1665, the colony of Virginia received a char- 
" ter which provided that no orders of the court in London were 
" to be binding on the colony unless ratified by the Assembly." 
Of course that was the doctrine of State sovereignty in its full- 
est extent over two centuries ago. Then again, on the 66th page 
it reads that " In 1632 a charter was granted to Maryland which 
" gave the people the power of legislation without any inter- 
" ference of the mother country." Again, that is the full doc- 
trine of State sovereignty. On the 79th page it reads that " la 
" the charter to Pennsylvania in 1681 the principle of the right 
" of local self-government by the people was fully recognized." 
On page 116 it reads that *A controversy between Massachu- 
" setts and New Hampshire was settled in England in 1679, and 
" a government organized in New Hampshire which provided 
" that no act, imposition, law or" ordinance should be imposed 
" upon the people of the province but such as should be made 
" by the assembly and approved by the President of the council." 
On page 61 it reads that there was a confederation formed be- 
tween four of the colonies in which it was provided that " each 
" colony was to be perfectly free in its management of its own 
" internal affairs, while external matters were entrusted to com- 
" missi oners to be selected by each colony." Just like the pro- 
visions in our constitution. It was encroachments of the crown 
upon those chartered rights that brought the war of the Revolu- 
tion. Colonel Barre said in Parliament : " You have no right 
" to tax those colonists without their consent The people there 
" are jealous of their rights and they will vindicate them." And 
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they did so. They seceded and with foreign help maintained 
their leparatioti. Had a member of Congress in 1861 said what 
Colonel Barre said in Parliament, he would have been expelled* 
Had a citizen made such a remark he woald have been sent to 
Fort Lafayette, or been banished from the country like Valan» 
dingham* The offence of the British government was not the 
barden imposed, but the principle involved. The burden was 
only three cents per pound duty upon tea, whereas in 1861 the 
government was imposing a monstrous tax upon the people of 
the States for the benefit of Massachusetts fisheries, rum distill* 
ifig, and its African slave traders. 

The first union of the States was made under the confedera* 
tion* In the first provision the States reserved their sovereignty. 
In the second provision the States bound themselves severally 
to assist each other against all attacks made upon the sovereignty 
of any of them on any pretence whatever. And one of the 
avowed objects of the constitution subsequently made was to 
protect the provisions of that union. 

On the 60th page of the second volume of Elliot's Debates it 
appears that while the adoption of the constitution was under 
consideration in Massachusetts, Mr. Bodman expressed fears that 
the general government would encroach upon the sovereignty 
ct the States, to which Mr. Sedgwick replied and said : ** If he 
^ believed the adoption of the proposed constitution would inter* 
^^ fere with the State Legislatures be would be the last to vote 
^' for it" Mr. Sedgwick was the man who, after a struggle of 
eight years, succeeded in the abolition of slavery in Massachu- 
setta 

On the 282d and 233d pages Mr. Hamilton said that "* to 
^coerce the States is one of the maddest projects that was ever 
"devised. No reasonable man could be well disposed to a gov- 
** ernment that can exist only by the sword." On the 266th and 
267th pages Mr. Hamilton said " the most powerful obstacle to 
<< the encroachments of Congress is the State legislatures them- 
** selves. Under the conduct of an organized body they will act 
** with weight and system, and will afibrd the surest preventative 
^'against misconduet" On the 304th page Mr. Hamilton said, 



SENATOR Edmunds' paper. 67 

" the State governments are essentially necessary to the form 
" and spirit of the general system, and that conviction can never 
'^ become lost unless men become mad." On the 353d page Mr. 
Hamilton said, " the States can never lose their powers until the 
whole American people are robbed of their liberties." 

These opinions of Mr. Hamilton were not attempted to be 
controverted, but tacitly at least were the sentiments of every 
member of the convention that made the constitution, and up to 
1860 they were the controlling principles of our government, 
which are demonstrated by a thousand acts of the government 
and State legislatures in grants tathe government of privileges 
for exercising certain jurisdictions within States, over which the 
States reserved their sovereignties, while State legislative acts 
enjoined upon their governors the obligation to enforce and de- 
fend those sovereignties. For a sample of all of which reference 
may be had from page 83 to 129 of the first volume of the Re- 
vised Statutes of the State of New York of 1859. It was the 
principles of State sovereignty that Robert E. Lee fought to 
defend, and failing he was disfranchised, his property confisca- 
ted, and his beautiful park converted into a cemetery. It was 
to put down those principles of State sovereignty that Ulysses 
S. Grant fought, for which the highest honors of the nation and 
princely wealth has been bestowed upon him. 

I will cite one of the many grants of jurisdiction from States 
to the government : The United States have jurisdiction over a 
tract of sand covered with waters of the East river, the use and 
jurisdiction having been granted to them for the safety and de- 
fence of the city of New York, to be used and applied for that 
purpose and no other. The jurisdiction so ceded does not pre- 
vent, within the same, of the laws of the State or the ordinances 
of the Common Council of the city of New York. On the 84th 
page it reads : " It shall be the duty of the Governor and subor- 
" dinate officers of the State to maintain and defend its sovereignty 
" and jurisdiction." Now, would it be rebellion for the Governor 
and subordinate officers to defend the State sovereignty if neces- 
sary at the cannon's mouth against the illegal encroachments of 
the government? If an illegal tax of a few hundred thousand 
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dollars justified the colonies to organize for their defence in 1776, 
would not an illegal tax of hundreds of millions justify the States 
in organizing for their defence? When Virginia was invaded, 
without any excuse and by the executive fiat alone, was it rebel- 
lion for her people to defend themselves ? And shall they be 
disfranchised for doing so, while rewards are showered upon the 
invaders? When these subjects shall be examined by intelli- 
gent and patriotic men they will never be heard repeating the 
words "plunged into the great rebellion." 
March 28, 1882. 
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The Wicked and Unjust Policy of the 

Republican Party. 



The principle that Eepublicans have been pleased to call the 
"pernicious doctrine of State rights," and that Senator Edmunds 
considers as being " merely a shadow and a name," and the 
editor of the New York Christian Advocate asserts as having 
been " put down by the civil war," and that Secretary Sherman 
said " had caused all the blood to be shed and money expended 
in the great rebellion," was supposed to be an important princi- 
ple and to have a real existence by such statesmen as John 
Adams, John Jay, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Henry Laurens, who, as commissioners of the United States, 
signed the provisional treaty of peace with Great Britain on the 
30th of November, 1782. They did not sign that treaty in the 
name of the government of the United States, from which they 
derived their official prerogative, but in the name of the States 
as independent and sovereign communities, and is in the fol- 
lowing words : 

"His Britanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, 
viz: New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Ehode Island and 
Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, to be free, sovereign and Inde- 
pendent States, that he treats with them as such and relinquishes 
all claim to the government of the same and every part thereof." 

Thus, after a bloody war of seven years, each of the original 
separate thirteen colonies was acknowledged by Great Britain to 
10 
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be "independent sovereign States." The preamble to that pro- 
visional treaty has important significance, and is in the following 
words : 

"Whereas, reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience 
have been found by experience to form the only paramount 
foundation to peace and friendship between States," &c. 

The historian goes on to say that had England acted towards 
her colonies upon that principle, she would have saved all the 
blood and treasure expended in the unholy war. It was the 
violation of that important principle and not the amount of tax 
imposed that brought the war of the revolution ; for England, 
without conferring a reciprocal benefit, imposed upon the peo- 
ple of the colonies a tax of three cents per pound upon tea. 
Now let me ask what reciprocal benefits ever have accrued to 
the other States for the many millions paid in bounties to the 
Massachusetts fisheries and in drawbacks upon her fish exported, 
and upon her rum employed in the African slave trade, and 
upon the eight million bushels of salt annually used in curing 
her fish, and in damages for her encroachments upon the 
fishing grounds of other people, and for the annual hundreds of 
millions to her manufactures through what she is pleased to call 
a protective tariff upon imports ? Those imports for the past 
year have been as follows : 

Sugar and molasses $93,404,288 

Coffee 66,784,391 

Iron, steel &c 46,438,737 

Silk and manufactures. 42,944,965 

Wool and manufactures 40,860,394 

Chemicals, drugs, dyes and medicines 36,590,473 

Cotton and manufactures 31,976,637 

Hides and skins 27,477,019 

Tin and manufactures 18,191,560 

Tea 21,004,813 

Flax and manufactures 17,621,465 

Fruits and nuts 12,365,301 

Wood and manufactures 11,651,301 

India rubber and manufactures 11,242,150 

Breadstuffs and farinaceous food 10,663,675 

Leather and manufactures 10,586,342 

Jute and manufactures 8,984,437 
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Wine and spirits |8,742,20l 

Precious stones 8,333,519 

Fancy goods, &c 8,263,926 

Furs 7,001,649 

Earthen, stone and china ware 6,579,939 

Total about $650,000,000 

Now, aside of certain drawbacks, near $168,000,000 of those 
imports are made duty free, while an average duty of about fifty 
per cent is imposed upon the balance, and all the ingenuity of 
the prince of darkness could not conceive a system for more mis- 
chief and injustice than has grown out of those discriminations. 
They are what have thrown our commerce into foreign ships, 
and reduced agriculture to a second rate interest, and made the 
few rich and the many poor, and deranged the whole industry 
of our country, and produced wickedness and crime, and foment- 
ed hatred between the people of the different States. This 
system commenced in 1861, and statistics show the effects upon 
the different interests of our country. In 1860 the products of 
agriculture were about $2,500,000,000 and the products of manu- 
factures were $1,885,861,676. In 1870 the products of agricul- 
ture were $2,447,538,658, while those of the manufactures had 
grown to be $4,805,932,032. In 1880 the population of the 
States had increased about 12,000,000, and the area of cultivated 
land had increased about 3,000,000 square miles, and the pro- 
ducts of the manufacturer have grown to be over $5,000,000,000, 
while those of agriculture remain at about $2,500,000,000, as 
will appear from the following statistics from the department 
at Washington, for the year 1881 : 

Corn $759,000,000, Wheat $453,000,000, Oats $193,000,000, 
Rye $19,000,000, Barley $33,000,000, Buckwheat $8,000,000— 
total $1,465,000,000. 

These cereals in 1860 were as follows : 

Corn $760,000,000, Wheat $287,000,000, Oats $282,000,000 
Eye $16,000,000. Barley $29,000,000, Buckwheat $9,000,000— 
total $1,383,000,000. 

The Supreme Court of the United States having decided that 
duties upon imports for any other purposes than for revenue 
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being unconstitutioDal, unjust and demoralizing, why cannot 
Congress stop their bickerings upon stupendous nothings or to 
promote mischievous purposes, and in brief fix the duties upon 
all imports generally at about twenty or twenty-five per cent ? 
It would double the imports and exports and agricultural pro- 
ductions in a few years. It would increase the revenues and 
lessen the national debt. It would restore our commerce to 
American ships and give full employment to industry. It would 
lessen corruption and create harmony and good feeling among 
the people of the States, and stop robbing the people of a thous- 
and millions of dollars annually to get into the pockets of those 
who through unwise legislation are monopolizing the wealth of 
the whole country. It would increase the sale of the products 
of the manufacturers by increasing the ability of the people to 
buy, not only for their necessities but for an indulgence in luxur- 
ies. The late census shows that the products of agriculture are 
but about half of those of the manufacturers, and that notwith- 
standing the vast increase of population and of cultivated lands, 
the increase of agricultural productions are almost imperceptible, 
and it is proof positive that it is the wicked and unjust Repub- 
lican financial policy that is working the ruin of our commercial 
and agricultural interests. 

It is a Republican boast that they fought against the Dem- 
ocracy and saved the Union in the civil war. I think I have 
sufficiently shown that the war was provoked by the wicked and 
unconstitutional policy of Republicans ; that it was commenced 
by them against the Breckenridge men of the South, who were 
led into it by two of the most prominent men of Massachusetts. 
I will now call attention to the fact that when the war had 
assumed a constitutional character it was prosecuted and the 
Union was saved by the Democracy. The government em- 
ployed in that war 2,674,000 men, while the Republicans at the 
Presidential election just before the war only numbered about 
1,800,000 men. If half of those Republicans had been soldiers 
in the war they would have been outnumbered two to one by 
the Democracy ; and the successful battles of Antietam and 
Gettysburgh were the turning points in the war, and the con^- 
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manders in each of those battles were leading Democrats. With 
these facts prominently before them, will any man who has any 
regard for his reputation again assert that Republicans saved the 
Union ? It will ever be plain in history that Republicans put 
the Union to hazard by their selfish, unconstitutional policy, and 
by commencing the war in violation of that constitution, and 
that Democratic soldiers and Democratic generals saved the 
Union. 

It appears by recent legislative proceedings that our State this 
year pays $300,000 for a National Guard. In view of this fact, 
is it not a little extraordinary that Columbia County has ex- 
pended $7,000 in erecting an " armory " for a National Guard, 
and are to pay $600 annually to keep it warmed ? 

April 7, 1882. 
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THREE LEADING gUESTIONS. 



A Protective Tariff, the Chinese Policy, 
and the Mormon Question. 



The three most exciting qaestions agitating the present Con- 
gress have an important separate history, and yet with their 
affinities have an important connection with each other. Those 
questions are a protective tariff and the Chinese and Mormon 
policy. They are questions that go back to the early history 
of our country. Had not Louisiana been purchased in 1803 the 
Massachusetts Emmigrant Aid Society would never have ob- 
tained 295,000,000 acres of those lands, and the Burlingame 
treaty would never have been made for the purpose of having 
those lands occupied by millions of Chinese ; and we should 
have had no more cause to fear the demoralizing influence of 
the Mormons west of the Eocky Mountains than we have of 
Turks living upon the banks of the Bosphorus. And a protec- 
tive tariff would never have suggested to Lord Beaconsfield the 
policy of erecting the Canadian Pacific Bailroad thousands of 
miles through the finest agricultural belt that the sun shines 
upon, and from which Eepublicans admit that it is contemplated 
to monopolize the agricultural markets of the world. Had it 
not been for that purchase neither the war of 1812 nor the late 
civil war nor that with Mexico, would ever have been waged. 
That purchase was made in 1803, and was furiously opposed by 
the statesmen of Massachusetts. The $15,000,000 consideration 
was called a paying tribute to France, and in a burst of eloquence 
a Massachusetts statesman exclaimed, '^ millions for defence but 
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not one cent for tribute." A meeting was called to celebrate 
the acquisition of Louisiana, upon which the National Oazette 
made the following suggestions, copied approvingly into the 
Hudson Balance of the 22d of February, 1804 : 

" The Democratic call to celebrate the acquisition of Louisiana 
might have been mistaken for a funeral elogium in the style of 
an Irish dirge, in which were recounted the sobriety, chastity 
and decency of Thomas Paine, or the disinterested patriotism, 
devotional piety and christian meekness of his friend Thomas 
Jeflferson. Perhaps some people who voted the Democratic 
ticket have got throats wide enough to swallow $15,000,000, 
however much seasoned with mountain salt We would recom- 
mend the following toast to be drank at the celebration : * Louis- 
iana, the object of wonder, envy and admiration; let us prize 
the cowardice which attained for America this land of pudding 
and molasses at the expense of $15,000,000, and procured for 
our country an inexhaustible mountain of sail and bestowed 
on the rogues of all nations a blessed asylum.' " 

Soon after the purchase of Louisiana, England commenced 
the capture of all American vessels not consigned to her ports 
or those of her allies, and previous to 1812 had captured six 
hundred of those vessels with twelve thousand seamen, whom she 
compelled to serve in her navy under the penalty of the whip. 
Massachusetts statesmen furiously opposed all negotiation or 
legislation which was intended to stop these aggressions, and 
they brought the war of 1812. In that war, though then one of 
the wealthiest and most populous States of the Union, Massa- 
chusetts lefused to supply her quota of either men or money. 
One of its generals, to whom an army had been entrusted, sur- 
rendered that army to one vastly inferior without firing a gun. 
A ship entrusted to Massachusetts seamen was in eleven minutes 
surrendered to one vastly inferior, without firing a broadsida 
At the expiration of two years in the war, under the mediation 
of Bussia, plenipotentiaries were appointed to negotiate a peace, 
-when the English plenipotentiaries made it known that by seek- 
ing national aggrandizement in the purchase of Louisiana was 
the cause of England's aggressions upon our commerce, and that 
the surrender of that territory to Great Britain must be the con- 
sideration of the peace ; to which the American plenipotentiaries 
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replied that that coold only become a subject of deliberation 
when it became necessary to surrender national independence. 
This answer, of course, broke off for the time all further negoti- 
ation, and England then in a state of preparation, sent an army 
of 15,000 men with a fleet of sixty sail to take possession of 
Louisiana, all being under the command of General Pakenham. 
As a division to aid that army, they sent another army of 14,000 
men under General Provost to take possession in New York on 
the borders of Lake Champlain ; and another army of 8,000 
men under General Proctor to take possession in New York on 
the borders of Lake Ontario ; and another army of 8,000 men 
under General Ross to invade Maryland. As a further diversion 
Massachusetts put 20,000 men in tie field at Boston, and its Gov- 
ernor, Caleb Strong, through an extra session of the legislature, 
caused the assembling of the Hartford Convention, claiming 
that our government ;was mismanaged, and that the military 
and civil officers were contemned by a vast majority of the peo- 
ple. In this condition the war lasted five months, from the 
middle of August to the middle of January. In the meantime 
General Provost's army was defeated at Plattsburgh, losing 
thousands of men by death and desertion ; and General Proctor's 
army was defeated at Queenstown Heights and Fort Erie, losing 
its thousands ; and General Ross's army was defeated at Balti- 
more, losing its thousands, including its general ; and General 
Pakenham's army was defeated at New Orleans, losing its thous- 
ands, with three of its generals. The British were also defeated 
at Fort Boyer, at the Point of the Mobila They lost their fleet 
on Lake Champlain, and other ships of war, together with near 
a thousand of their merchant vessels. Under these circum- 
stances the British plenipotentiaries sent to the American that 
aside of asking favorable terms for the Indians who had been 
their allies, they had no demands to make in signing a treaty of 
peace ; and they therefore requested the American plenipoten- 
tiaries to bring forward their specific proposition upon which 
they were empowered to sign a treaty. The American plenipo- 
tentiaries submitted eleven articles which were immediately 
accepted and peace was made. Massachusetts disbanded its 
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army, and the members of the Hartford Convention fled to their 
homes, concealing as far as possible their actions and even their 
names. And Senator Edmunds, of Vermont, on the 23d page 
of the Norih American Review of 1881, says: "That Hartford 
" Convention of 1814 proved destructive to the existence of the 
"Federal party." It was the root, however, of the present Re- 
publican party, and it will be instructive to trace its further 
history through which it has deluged our nation in blood, and 
reduced agriculture to a second rate interest, and driven com- 
merce into foreign ships, and made the few immensely rich and 
the many abjectly poor, and deranged the whole industry of the 
country, and is seeking to reduce the reserved sovereignty of the 
States to a mere shadow and a name. 

April 13, 1882. 

11 
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FICTITIOUS PROSPERITY. 



A Government in the Interest of Manu- 
facturers, and not of the People. 



It has been facetiously said that language was given to man 
not to express but to conceal his ideas. In like manner Eepub- 
lican policy would seem to indicate that our government was 
created not to facilitate but to destroy our commercial and diplo- 
matic relations with other nations ; and, instead of respecting 
the reserved sovereignty of the States, to reduce that sovereignty 
to a mere shadow and a name. This policy is illustrated in a 
pamphlet under the caption of "Our Country," which is being 
widely circulated with the compliments of its author, David M. 
Eichardson. He was the chairman of a committee appointed by 
a manufacturing association at Detroit, in 1866. In that capa- 
city he visited Washington and examined the revenue system. 
His committee then reported to the association, which accepted 
the report, as did also a manufacturers' convention at Cleveland, 
and also a manufacturers' convention at Worcester, Mass. In 
pursuance of that report Congress made the following deductions 
from taxes upon manufactures, $160,000,000 of it being duties 
imposed upon imports which manufacturers had to consume, or 
upon such as were taken in exchance for their exports, viz : In 
1866, $65,000,000; in 1867, $40,000,000 ; in 1868, $68,000,000 ; 
in 1870, $85,000,000. Had not those deductions been made, the 
national debt would have been paid in a few years. But the 
payment of that debt, according to Eepublican policy as ex- 
pressed by their great financial agent, Jay Cook, would be a 
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great national misfortune, as it constitutes a part of our national 
wealth and creates the excuse for the imposition of high protec- 
tive duties. That action of Congress, Mr. Eichardson says, pro- 
duced unexampled national prosperity. But Mr. Eichardson 
admits that it drove most of our commerce into foreign vessels 
at an expense to our people of hundreds of millions of dollars, 
and much more than should be the whole expenses of our gov- 
ernment Of over one thousand five hundred millions of dol- 
lars of exports and imports during the past year, over one thous- 
and two hundred millions of dollars was done in foreign vessels. 
Of course commerce did not share in that great prosperity. But 
Mr. Eichardson suggests a remedy. Not by subsidizing, for he 
said that was called stealing, but to apply the same amount of 
millions of dollars in the name of foreign mail servica 

Eecognizing a national debt to be a national blessing, our 
government ought to build a canal connecting the Atlantic with 
the Pacific ocean. It ought also to expend thousands of millions 
of dollars in the creation of a navy equal to that of England, 
It ought also to build thousands of miles of levees along the Mis- 
sissippi river and its tributaries. It should suppress polygamy, 
give pensions and farms to the seventy thousand polygamous 
children and th^ir mothers, for he trembles for the future of our 
country if the government should allow polygamy to exist. It 
might allay Mr. Eichardson's fears if he would read on the 388th 
page of volume I of Jeremy Belknap's American Biography that 
while Ferdinando Gordes was the Governor of Maine, men there 
had the same interest in women that they had in their fishing 
boats, and that Maine has recovered from that demoralized state 
without any interference of the general government He might 
be reminded, too, that moral suasion might be more efficient in 
such cases than the action of immoral statesmen, such as figured 
with a courtesan recently in Albany, and such as an ex-United 
States Senator had occasion to drive from his premises with a 
shot guu. Even individuals outside of moral suasion can teach 
moral lessons. A Mr! McFarland with a revolver taught a very 
reformatory lesson to a very prominent Mr. Eichardson, possibly 
a relative of our author. Then, too, Mr. Eichardson can read in 
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the Bible that God gave the promise to a polygamist that in his 
seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed, and oDe in- 
spired polygamist wrote the Psalms, and another the Proverbs. 
If such suggestions do not allay the fears of Mr. Bichardson, he 
may be like one described by Hudibras — 

*' Ck>nvince a mftn against his wiU, 
He*s of the same opinion stiU." 

Mr. Bichardson thinks that under the commercial and diplo- 
matic prerogatives of the government it should institute a system 
for educating the people that they might vote intelligibly for 
Congressmen and Presidents, and should also improve their 
morals, particularly the people of the Southern States. It may 
have escaped his observation that the Massachusetts Bureau has 
reported that there is three-fold more pauperage and crime in 
the highly educated six New England States than there is in 
the six less educated Southern States. 

The unexampled prosperity of which Mr. Bichardson boasts 
was consummated in 1870. Our commerce did not participate 
in it, but was driven into the hands of foreigners. Agriculture 
did not participate in it, for it took ten thousand million dollars 
of capital with six million of laborers to produce $2,447,538,658 
of agricultural productions, while two thousand millions of capi- 
tal with two millions of laborers produced $4,305,982,032 of 
manufactured productions. And while high protective duties 
were imposed upon all the imports farmers had occasion to con- 
sume or were taken in exchange for agricultural exports, those 
imports that manufacturers had occasion to consume or were 
taken in exchange for their exports, were made free of duty. 
Manufacturing laborers did not share in that great prosperity, 
for the Massachusetts Official Bureau reported that their wrongs 
made them blush for their native State, and the Burlingame 
Chinese treaty was expressly made to still further cheapen labor. 

All the subjects agitated by Mr. Bichardson would be satis- 
factorily settled by the adoption of the Virginia principles of 
our government as accepted and settled by the compromise act 
of 1850, viz : The general government to be confined to the 
strict letter of its commercial and diplomatic prerogatives. The 
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States and organized territories to be sovereign over all their 
civil, moral, and industrial interests. Under that policy all 
duties upon imports would be put at a uniform rate of twenty 
or twenty-five per cent., and the policy of free lists abolished. 
That policy, while increasing our commerce, would restore it to 
American vessels. It would double the amount of our agricul- 
tural productions and the value of our agricultural land, and 
secure to ps the agricultural markets of the world and the 
respect of all nations, and making a very moderate navy to 
answer for all our requirements. It would give incidental pro- 
tection to all that manufacturers could reasonably require, and 
give ample employment to all industries. Levees might be 
built by tl^jB general government when invited by the States in 
which they were to be located. The public lands not actually 
sold and occupied should revert to the government in accord- 
ance with the strict principles of the constitution. A canal con- 
necting the oceans should be built by corporations under the 
protection of the government, and the permission of people or 
States where it is located. And a man now would be sent to 
the penitentiary should he venture with a duplicate of wives 
into any State or territory where such act was not tolerated, and 
that is a sufficient disposition of the Mormon question. And if 
the government would express itself and hold the unoccupied 
public lands for all constitutional purposes, and States should be 
left to their unrestricted sovereign prerogatives, it would be a 
sufficient settlement of the Chinese question. And an ardent 
love for the union of the States would prevail among, all the 
people, east, west, north and south. 
April 18, 1882. 
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THE ^'PROTECTION" PARTY. 



A Few Suggestions to the Congressional 

Tariff Commission. 



It is sixtj^wo years since the most distinguished lawyer and 
statesman that Massachusetts ever produced, in a speech at 
Faneuil Hall, declared " a protective tariff to be unconstitutional 
"and unjust, and calculated to make the few very rich and the 
" many very poor." Ten years later he affirmed the same doc- 
trine on the floor of Congress in a speech which gave a high 
reputation to himself and to his country. After another twenty 
years' legislative experience he with others, equally eminent 
statesmen with himself, and embracing the leading men of all 
parties and all sections of our country, affirmed the same doc- 
trine in the deliberations and establishment of the compromise 
of 1850. But those who wished to profit by the protective 
policy, though greatly in the minority, by a species of low cun- 
ning got possession of the sword and purse of our country in 
1861, and have brought upon the country all the worst evils 
that were ever inflicted upon a people. The Supreme Court of 
the United States has now declared that policy to be unconsti- 
tutional. And the present Congress, instead of going back to 
the policy of 1850 in obedience to the mandate of the court, are 
appointing a committee to devote another year in the examin- 
ation of the subject 

During that time another $140,000,000 must be paid in hiring 
foreign vessels to do our commerce for us. One-half of our 
population must, as farmers, have their great interest kept at 
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second rate by having it taxed for the support of the govern- 
ment fifty per cent, on all the imports taken in exchange for 
their exports, and through this policy all the people must be 
taxed for another year a thousand millions of dollars to go into 
the pockets of a few protected individuals to be used in cor- 
rupting the ballot box and hiring political and religious dema- 
gogues to get up side issues to divert popular attention from the 
great and most important interests of the country, and to rivet 
the chains of a depotism by putting the bayonet into the hands 
of a half million of Asiatics and Africans under the leadership 
of certain of their countrymen to whom they have given military 
educations for that purpose. With hypocritical cant they are 
usurping the prerogatives of States in the control of the morals 
of the people, and are adopting just the policy which in the reign 
of Mary Stewart in England — 

*• Made the sons of hell conspire 
To raise the stake and light the fire "; 

and in the days of Cotton Mather made the people of New 
England send Quakers to the gallows and their children into 
West India slavery. 

If the mandate of the court is of no account, and agriculture 
and commerce and the people have got to suffer another year 
under a protective tariff in order that the subject may be ex- 
amined by a committee of Congress, notwithstanding for over 
sixty years it has been one of controversy, and for over twenty 
years has been one of lamentable experience, I will try to assist 
them. We have got in this country cotton, wool, flax, hemp, 
and all minerals, and coal and lumber, and all other of the raw 
material of the manufacturers as abundant and cheap as they 
can be got elsewhere. We have more abundant and cheaper 
water power than can be found elsewhere. We abound in as 
ingenious, industrious and intelligent mechanics as can be found 
elsewhere ; and the expense of labor has long been only twenty 
per cent of the cost of the material. Now all this is notorious, 
and I called the attention of the people to these facts on the floor 
of Congress thirty-six years ago, and produced the proof. So 
this newly constituted committee can have no excuse for refus- 
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ing to report next week that a duty of twenty per cent, upon 
imports would give an incidental protection to the manufacturer 
to the whole cost of their labor, and that there is no earthly 
excuse for hesitancy to adopt the tariff act of 1846, as was done 
in the compromise of 1850. I do not think the committee need 
to delay its report in consequence of the suggestion made by 
Senator Morrill of Vermont, in the Senate on the 17th of March, 
to Mr. Beck of Kentucky, io which Senator Morrill said : " I 
** do not think it is good policy for us to exhaust our soil and 
" send our crop abroad. I want to have it reserved for our own 
"consumption." — [See page 375 American Register for March 
25tb, 1882.] That is as good a reason as I have seen urged 
upon the subject of a high tariff, and I trust the intelligence of 
the people is rising above such considerations. It may do for a 
Vermont United States Senator and other Republican states- 
men. 

It is but a few days since, in the midst of physical suffering, 
I was bidding farewell to friends and looking in the grave ; but 
under the dispensation of a kind Providence I yet live, and am 
cheered by the hope that the intelligence and integrity of the 
people will enable them to burst the chains with which this cor- 
rupt protective tariff party has bound them, and by restoring to 
the States not a mere shadow and a name, but the full posses- 
sion of sovereign power over their moral, civil, and industrial 
interests, and thereby become a happy, prosperous and united 
people, setting a noble example to the world of mankind. 

April 25, 1882. 
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THE COUNTY EXPENSES. 



Unnecessary Burdens upon the Taxpayers. 



The published proceedings of the late Board of Supervisors, 
which has recently fallen into my hands, show the low cunning 
by which a few members of the Board have long been heaping 
enormously unnecessary and heavy burdens upon the people of 
the county, and have managed to exempt from eleven to fifteen 
millions of dollars of taxable property from taxation by impos- 
ing that taxation upon the agricultural lands in the county. It 
shows also the sagacity of the nine supervisors who by voting 
against the adoption of the report of the committee upon equal- 
ization, and by refusing to sign the assessment rolls and by 
appealing against that report, have acquired a position by which 
they can save the county in the future from the imposition of 
those burdens, and can provide for the exercise of justice in 
bearing the burdens unnecessarily imposed. 

Those published proceedings have also satisfied me that it has 
been superior intelligence that has influenced the legal counsel 
of those supervisors in the advice they have given, and I think 
they would do well to be governed by those counsels in the 
future. Under those counsels the aggrieved towns may be able 
to acquire indemnity for the past year and security for the 
future, neither of which can be assured through a compromise or 
an extra session of the Board of Supervisors. 

The agricultural productions of Columbia County for the past 
forty years has not exceeded $2,500,000 annually, a*j shown by 
the census; whereas the productions of the manufacturers has 
been over twice that amount And yet under supervisors' valu- 

12 
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ations the agricultural lands have paid over eighty per cent of 
the county burdens. The equali25ed value of those lands should 
not exceed $10,000,000, to which should be added $4,000,000 
of railroad. The agricultural productions of Hillsdale have 
averaged $150,000 annually, and the assessed value should not 
exceed $500,000, to which should be added $40,000 of railroad. 
The residue of the taxable property of the county should con- 
sist of at least $15,000,000 of naanufapturing and village real 
estate, and $5,000,000 of personal property. Such an arrange- 
ment for the future and indemnity for the past year to the 
aggrieved towns might be accepted in compromisa 

By a reference to our antecedents, an opinion can be formed 
of the growing corruptions and the wrongs imposed upon certain 
towns in the county. In 1860 our county expenses were $11,- 
533; in 1881 those expenses were $33,776. In 1860 the jail 
expenses were $3,&70 ; for 1881 those expenses were $8,085. 
Of course crime had to that extent increased. In 1860 the 
expenses for the poor and asylums were $6,018, aside of the 
ordinary county expenses ; in 1881 those expenses were $28,040: 
Of course panperage had greatly increased. In 1860 the ex- 
penses of the Board of Supervisors were about $1,500 ; iil 1881 
those expenses were $4,750. In 1860 the stationery expenses 
were only $250; in 1881 they were $800. In 1860 there were 
no men in uniform in the city of Hudson stepping to the music 
of the thrilling fife and pealing drum and crashing horn. In 
1881 there were such men for whom the county had expended 
$7,000 for a saloon in which they could step to the music of the 
festive fiddle, and for the warming of which the county is to 
expend $600 annually in the future. These expenses have been 
increasing annually for the last twenty years ; and they will 
continue to increase annually for the twenty years to come, un- 
less the intelligent appealing Supervisors shall manage to have 
Stockport and certain other towns bear a due proportion of the 
expenses. 

About forty years ago I was a member of the Board of Super- 
visors myself, and notwithstanding I called attention to the fact 
that by the published census Stockport possessed $814,700 of 
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manufacturiDg real estate, the Supervisors in their valuation put 
Stockport at $199,433, and the county expenses were so light I 
did not think it advisable to appeal. Had I done so, however, 
it might have checked the growing corruptions and saved certain 
towns in the county over a million of dollars, and Stockport 
would have had to bear her due proportion of those burdens- 
K the appealing Supervisors continue to do their duty they will 
not have occasion to feel the regrets that I feel upon that sub- 
ject Stockport has since added vastly to that manufacturing 
capital in addition to $204,000 of railroad. Its taxable property 
can not be less than $2,000,000, involving a tax of at least 
$16,000 annually. By a reference to the public records' it will 
be seen that the manufacturing capital of Stockport has not been 
taxed for the last forty years ; and the State Assessors' table 
shows that such has occurred throughout the county. 
May 1, 1882. 
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WHAT THE CENSUS SHOWS. 



■♦•♦> 



A Comparison of Agricultural and Manu- 
facturing Products; 



"•^ 



By the census of 1870, as appears on the 22nd and 28rd pages 
of the Centennial Gazetteer , the farms and farm implements in the 
United States amounted to $9,606,682,290. There were 5,922^ 
471 laborers employed in agricultura The farm products, 
including the betterments and increase of stock, amounted to 
$2,447,538,658, or about sixty-six dollars to each inhabitant of 
the United States, and four hundred dollars for each laborer, 
and about three per cent upon the capital invested. On the 
27th page it appears that the capital invested in manufactures in 
the United States amounted to $2,118,208,709, employing 2,053,- 
996 laborers, to whom was paid $775,584,343, and the value of 
the raw material consumed was $2,498,427,242, and the products 
were $4,232,325,442, being $110 for each inhabitant of the 
IJnited States, and $2,100 for each manufacturing laborer, and 
giving a net profit of over forty-five per cent 

On the 550th page it appears that Massachusetts had in farms 
and farm implements about $121,000,000, the products of which, 
including betterments, were $32,192,378. The capital invested 
in manufactures was $231,677,862. The wages paid to laborers 
were $118,051,886. The raw materials consumed was $334,413,- 
982. The products were $553,912,568, producing a net income 
of $101,496,700, being forty-five per cent on the capital invested, 
while it will be seen that the profits on the investments in agri- 
culture does not exceed three per cent 
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On the 604th page it reads that the State of New York had in 
farms and farm implements $1,318,000,000, producing $253,000,- 
000. Its net products after the deduction of labor was only 
about three per cent The .capital invested in manufactures 
was $366,994,820. There was expended in labor $142,466,758, 
the value of the raw material was $452,065,452, the productions 
were $785,194,651, producing a net profit of over $191,000,000, 
and over fifty per cent on the capital invested. 

On the 700th page it reads that Pennsylvania has the largest 
amount and best farming lands in the country. The. capital 
invested in farm lands and implements is over $1,098,000,000, 
the productions of which, including stock, are $183,946,027, 
which, after deducting the cost of labor, produced only a net 
income of about three per cent upon the capital invested. The 
capital invested in manufactures was $406,821,845, the wages 
paid was $127,976,594, the materials consumed were $421,197,- 
673, the productions amounted to $711,894,344, the net income 
being $162,660,077, or about forty per cent upon the capital 
invested. * 

The value of farms and agricultural implements in New Jer- 
sey was over $264,000,000, the gross income of which was about 
t42,000,000, producing a net income of about three per cent 
The manufacturing capital was about 179,000,000, producing an 
income of over $169,000,000,. with a net profit of over forty-five 
per cent 

These extracts are a sample of the agricultural and manufac- 
turing industries throughout our whole country. They are the 
fruits of a system that a Mr. Bichardson, with the aid of manu- 
facturing conventions at Detroit and Cleveland an4 Worcester, 
boasts he had conceived on the year of the birth of the Eepubli- 
can party, and was adopted by them. It is the very policy that 
has sent our commerce in foreign ships and has reduced agricul- 
ture to a second rate interest, and made a Massachusetts official 
bureau blush for the treatment of laborers, and has made the 
few rich and many poor, and filled official positions with knaves, 
and the country with tramps, vagabonds and burglars, and has 
corrupted the ballot box, and is seeking to rob the States of 
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their vested sovereign prerogatives. It has excited hatred among 
the people and between States, and has produced civil war and 
induced a whole Methodist conference with rapturous applause 
to declare that war to be unspeakably glorious, and is now in- 
ducing whole Methodist conferences to approbate a policy which, 
through a sham amendment of the Burlingame treaty and Presi- 
dential vetoes, is about to supply our brothels and statesmen 
with cheap Chinese courtesans, and our workshops with cheap 
Chinese labor, and our public domain with half a million cheap 
Chinese mercenaries, under the lead of young men who 
have already received military educations in New England 
schools, and who are confirmed in the religion of Confucious, 
under the control of Chinese government commissions and com- 
mission bouses established for that purpose in this country, and 
who are admirably qualified to aid in the establishment of bay- 
onet rule in our country, changing our government from tiie 
best to one of the worst that has ever existed. 
May 9, 1882. 
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THE PROTECTIVE POLICY. 



♦ ♦■ 



The Inequality and Oppression it Works. 



I have already called attention to the fact that by the census 
of 1870 the productions of the manufacturers in the United 
States amounted to 14,232,325,442, at an expense in labor of 
•775,584,343, which was a fraction over nineteen per cent of its 
cost The raw material cost 12,488,427,242, leaving a net profit 
of 1968,313,857. The results were the same in New York and 
Pennsylvania. In Massachusetts the nominal cost of the labor 
was a trifle over twenty per cent, but tinder arbitrary regula- 
tions, rents, goods and provisions constituted a part of that cost, 
which was charged at such rates as to make an official bureau 
report that it caused them to blush for their native State. It 
would seem from these circumstances that the incidental protec- 
tion of a duty of twenty per cent, which is more than the whole 
amount expended in labor, would be ample against the compe- 
tition of cheap foreign labor. It would seem that with produc- 
tions nearly doubling those of agriculture, those manufacturers 
should no longer ask for infantile protection. Fifty years exist- 
ence and four thousand millions in productions, make an aged 
infant of huge proportions An annual net income of nine hun- 
dred millions of dollars would in twenty years transfer the 
wealth of the nation from the many to the few, and would easily 
account for a corrupted ballot box through which knaves 
acquired all official positions; and would easily account for 
commerce being in foreign hands and our agriculture being a 
second rate interest Every day's existence of that protective 
pohcy puts some millions of dollars into the pockets of those 
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favored few at the expense of the oppressed many ; therefore 
that policy must be continued for another year in order that a 
committee might examine the infant, notwithstanding the Uni- 
ted States Court has decided that that infant was having an 
unconstitutional existence 

By a reference to the 82nd page of the report upon commerce 
and navigation it will be seen that $208,301,868 of the foreign 
imports were admitted free of duty for the benefit of our huge 
infantile manufactures, the net profit of which was only forty-* 
five per cent, and that upon $459,752,882 of those imports a 
duty averaging fifty per cent was charged to be paid by that 
agricultural ititerest, the net profit of which was only three per 
cent And notwithstanding that great injustice and the fact 
that the Supreme Court of the United States has declared it to 
be unconstitutional, it must be continued for another year that 
a Congressional committee might have an opportunity to exam- 
ine into and protect the interests of that huge infant, and that 
Senator Morrill of Vermont should be one of that committee 
whose declared opinion is that "American soil should not be 
"exhausted in raising agricultural productions for a foreign 
*• market" (See 875th page American Register), 

The same policy and favoritism in respect to infant manufac- 
tures that has prevailed in Congress has prevailed in the Board 
of Supervisors in Columbia County. The, infantile productions 
of the manufactures have doubled those of agriculture in the 
county as they have throughout the United States ; and the net 
profit of agriculture in the county have not exceeded three per 
cent, while those of the manufactures have exceeded forty-five 
per cent, as they have done throughout the United States. And 
for county and State purposes the capital and productions of 
the manufactures have been exempted from taxation in the 
county as they have been throughout the United States. It may 
shock public credulity to say that a million of dollars might 
have been saved to certain towns had an equitable system of 
taxation and equalization prevailed in the county for the last 
forty years, but by a reference to the published proceedings of 
the Board of Supervisors it will be seen that since 1860 Hillsdale, 
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with only one-fourth the taxable property, has paid a hundred 
thousand dollars more tax than has been paid by the town of 
Stockport, and the taxable real estate in the town of Stockport 
averaged a hundred thousand dollars annually less in the twenty 
years previous to 1860 than it has in the twenty subsequent years. 
And while the net income of personal property in that town has 
exceeded a half million of dollars annually, the taxed personal 
property has been only from sixty to eighty thousand dollars 
annually. During that time Stockport has not been the 
only favored town and Hillsdale has not been the only op- 
pressed one. No doubt the Supervisors who have carried out 
this unprincipled policy have exulted together as have the asso- 
ciates of the late Jesse James at the ingenuity and boldness of 
their robberies, and in the sight of heaven there is no difference 
in the morality and criminality of the two cases. 

In the valuation of ^ agricultural lands the productions of a 
single season should not govern, as the extreme of wet and dry 
seasons have a very different effect in towns having cold and 
warm soils, as is the case between Hillsdale and Claveraok. The 
agricultural productions of Claverack were nearly three dollars 
per acre higher in 1845 than they were in 1840, and the reverse 
was the case in Hillsdale. Providence has favored Columbia 
County in soil and climate, and it has produced many great, 
good and honorable men, and I trust that our Supervisors in 
future will be men who will give it an honorable history. 

May 15, 1882. 

13 
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CANADA AND THE STATES, 



A Comparison that is not Favorable to 

the Latter. 



The British in North America possess 2,878,338 square miles 
of territory. That of Canada alone is over 1,300 miles long by . 
800 miles broad, or five fold greater thai^ that of the State of 
New York, On the 32nd page of Johnson's Family Atlas it 
reads : ** The Canadian government has the management of its 
•^own administration, and is in fact all but an independent 
" State." The New York Sun of April 26th, 1882, says : " The 
'^British government has the barren honor of appointing a Gov- 
" ernor who does not govern, and has also the burden of pro- 
" tecting Canada in case of war with troops towards whose 
" support the dominion does not contribute a farthing." On the 
31st page of the Atlas it reads : " As a commercial country 
" Canada ranks among the first, and its means of transport is not 
" excelled by any other country." On the 29th page it reads : 
"The country south of the St Lawrence is the most fertile^ 
" while the country adjoining lakes Huron, Erie and Ontario is 
" of great fertility, and up to the fiftieth parallel north is excel- 
" lently adapted to wheat growing, which matures rapidly under 
" the influence of an intense summer. The productions of the 
" forests are characteristic of great wealth, and the country north 
" of lakes Huron and Superior are noted as among the richest 
" mineral districts of the world." In a newspaper of March 23d, 
1882, it reads : " If the one-half we hear of the great Saskatcha- 
" wan valley be true, it must be a marvel of richness and fertil- 
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" ity. Through it the great Canadian Pacific is destined to run, 
** and then, wc are told, the whole world is to be fed from its 
** great fields. Thither the tide of Canadian emigration is now 
■** tending. In size and hardness and the qualities of nutrition 
** there is nothing like it in the world. It is the wheat garden of 
*^ the world." In the same paper of the 18th of April it reads : 
''^ Nearly a thousand persons leave Chicago daily for the counties 
** bordering upon that fertile region." 

It is in consequence of our niggardly commercial intercourse 
with other nations, which has been adopted in order to nurse 
our huge infant manufacturing interest, that Lord Beaconsfield 
instituted the building of the Canadian Pacific railroad, for the 
purpose of supplying from that source the agricultural markets 
t)f the world. Of $823,946,858 domestic exports in 1880, 
$502,676,829 were to England and her dependencies, a large 
portion of which exports were agricultural productions. This of 
course will all be lost to us upon the completion of that Canadian 
Pacific road, including all other foreign grain markets. Then 
again, another Canada reciprocity arrangement will be adopted 
by which Canadian agricultural products will be admitted into 
the States free of duty in exchange for admitting Massachusetts 
fishermen into the fishing waters of the British possessions. By 
that arrangement the New England harbors and cities can be 
supplied with cheap Canadian agricultural productions through 
the Welland canal, and the city of New York can be supplied 
with cheap Canadian agricultural productions through the Erie 
canal, the navigation of which is soon to be made free for that 
purpose. In fine, the agricultural products of the States will be 
shut out of foreign markets as a retaliatory measure, and will 
have to compete even-handed with those of Canada in our mar- 
ket, under the policy of nursing our infant manufacturing, or 
the fishing, Boston rum-distilling interests. In the meantime 
our workshops can be filled with cheap Chinese laborers, and an 
arbitrary government can be sustained by bayonets in the hands 
of cheap Chinese mercenaries under the lead of Chinamen who 
have received military education in our schools for that purpose, 
and whose religious attachments to the teachings of Confucius 
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have been carefully confirmed in Chinese government mission 
houses in our country, in which they were required to be weekly 
examined during the time they were obtaining their education. 

One more chance remains to the people of the States to avert 
the great evil of becoming slaves to robbers. People who for 
the sale of rum have devoted centuries in the horrid African 
filave trade, and who were traitors to their country in the war of 
1812, and who in order to rob the people under the name of a 
protective tari£E have fomented civil war and are seeking to de- 
prive the States of their reserved sovereign prerogatives over 
their internal interests, are of the same character of masked burg- 
lars who rob houses, railroads and banks. If the next elected 
Congress shall consist of brave, intelligent, patriotic men, pledged 
to restore to the States their constitutional prerogatives, and 
pledged also to give to the industry of the country the benefit of 
the natural laws of trade by doing away with the protective 
policy and all other legislative interference with that industry, 
the people of the States may again boast of being in the land of 
the free and the home of the brave. But if the next Congress 
shall not be so constituted I feel that my dust in the future will 
have to sleep in a land of slaves. But during life I shall ever 
entertain a hope that liberty will retain a position in the British 
North American colonies in which England may make it a part 
of her undivided empire, and after long years of a wise adminis- 
tration may consider it and treat it in common as a part of her 
home government It almost equals in extent the whole United 
States with its territories. Its forests, its fisheries, its mines, and 
itd climate and soil for agricultural purposes, are not exceeded in 
the world besida Its territories beyond the Eocky Mountains 
in extent and mildness of climate equals that of Germany, and 
the Pacific railroad will open that territory to a commercial in- 
tercourse with the world. Those North American territories 
have no existing debts oppressing the present and being a mort- 
gage upon future generations. The people do not have to incur 
any expenses for executive, diplomatic, military or naval expendi- 
tures. Nor do they have to incur any expenses for a pension 
list Nor are their people taxed hundreds of millions of dollars 
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for the benefit of a favored few. And, having a monopoly of 
the agricultural markets of the world, by their influence and 
their example they can teach the blessings of liberty to all other 
people while being in the fullest fraition of it themselves. 

Half of the boasted wealth of the United States consists of 
debts — national, State, corporate and individual — the payment 
of eighty per cent of which is imposed upon the agricultural 
interest of the country. A pension list of hundreds of millions 
of dollars is also imposed upon that interest. The expenses of 
the government — executive, legislative, judicial, diplomatic, 
naval and military — amounting to hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars annually, is also imposed upon that interest ; and a usurped 
system of internal improvements of many millions of dollars 
annually is also imposed upon that interest And a thousand 
millions of dollars annually is imposed upon that interest under 
what is called the protective system ; and other hundreds of 
millions of dollars annually is imposed upon that interest 
through the stealing of government officers under the names of 
Credit Mobiliers, Syndicates, Salary Grabs, Star Eoute and Em- 
ma Mine and Peruvian guano speculations. The farmers of the 
United States are subject to all these burdens and impositions, 
while the farmers of Canada are exempted from them all, and 
enjoying a monopoly of all foreign grain markets and such supe- 
rior advantages in the grain markets of the United States, and 
enjoying on the average one hour more daily of the summer sun 
in which to hasten and make nutritious vegetable growth. With 
all their other natural advantages the British North American 
possessions will soon be possessing a population rivaling that of 
the United States. May 23, 1882. 
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UNJUST FINANCIAL POLICY. 



The Ruin it is Leading to.-- A Voice of 

Warning. 



I have just received the report of the Department of Agri- 
culture to the President of the United States by the commis- 
sioner upon that subject On the fifth page it reads as follows : 

" During the four years of your administration the unprece- 
dented agricultural crops have afforded constant and profitable 
occupation not only to the farmers but to the manufacturing and 
commercial classes, and the exportation shows that to-day our*s 
is preeminently the agricultural country of the world." 

Those agricultural productions were as follows : In 1877 they 
were $1,644,820,578 ; in 1878 they were $1,448,570,866 ; in 
1879 they were $1,919,954,397 ; in 1880 they were $2,000,000,- 
000. Our exports in 1877 were $689,167,390, of which $524,- 
019,939 were agricultural productions, being 76 per cent of the 
whole; in 1878 our exports were $722,811,815, of which J592,- 
761,876 were agricultural productions, being 82 per cent of the 
whole ; in 1879 our exports were 1717,093,777, of which $604,- 
156,492 were agricultural productions, being 84 per cent of the 
whole ; in 1880 our exports were $823,946,353, of which $746,- 
967,952 were agricultural productions, being 90 per cent of the 
whole. By those productions and exports manufactures have 
profited immensely. They have been a huge infant nursed by 
a protective policy. Their productions in 1870 were 14,305,- 
932,032, and have been greatly increased since. Their net profits 
have been over 45 per cent, while that same policy has driven 
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our commerce into foreign ships and agricultural lands have 
sunk half in value, and, as expressed in a late message of the 
Governor of Connecticut, **in every town farms can be bought 
" for the cost of the buildings erected upon them." 

That protective policy, in connection with the corruptions and 
wickedness of the day which that policy has been instrumental 
in producing, is soon intended to deprive us entirely of our 
foreign grain markets, and our farmers, while compelled to bear 
an unparalleled load of taxation, will soon have to compete even- 
handed in our own markets with the farmers of British North 
America, who with soil and climate superior to ours are entirely 
free from taxation. We shall soon have another reciprocity 
arrangement if Eepublicans shall retain political ascendency. 
Then New Brunswick, with the finest soil in the world and bor- 
dering upon the State of Maine, and exceeding it in extent, will 
be supplying the New England grain market free from duty ; 
and Canada, five-fold greater than the State of New York, 
througb the Erie canal which is to be made free in its naviga- 
tion for that purpose, will soon monopolize the grain market of 
the city of New York, and through the navigable head waters 
of the tributaries of the Mississippi will soon be supplying our 
cotton producing States with their needed agricultural produc- 
tions. For over a half century we have nursed that protected 
infant in this country. 

When our State assessors discovered that we had many mil- 
lions of dollars worth of untaxed manufacturing capital in this 
county, for State purposes in 1878 they increased the tax upon 
the county to the amount of seven millions of dollars, and to 
save that manufacturing capital from the payment of that tax 
thej Supervisors imposed it upon the farm lands of the county 
by adding eighteen dollars per acre upon every town through- 
out the county. They added eighteen dollars per acre to the 
lands in Hillsdale and eighteen dollars per acre to the lands in 
Stockport, when by the census the productions of the lands in 
Hillsdale were only five dollars per acre while those of Stock- 
port were fourteen dollars per acre. 

Such has been the unjust financial policy of our government 
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for fifty-four years, with occasional interruption, and for the last 
twenty years continuously, and such has been the unjust finan- 
cial policy in this county for long years, to be continued unless 
under appeals of Supervisors judicial redress shall be obtained, 
that corrupt financial policy has provoked commercial nations 
into a system of retaliation soon to be put in operation against 
us; and politically and financially as a nation we are standing 
on the brink of ruin from which we may be saved by a change 
of political and financial policy. 'That change must first consist 
in restoring to the Stated absolute sovereignty over all their in- 
ternal, civil and industrial interests, with a recognized right to 
defend that sovereignty, not only by all judicial means, but by 
force if necessary. And by confining the general government 
strictly to its commercial and diplomatic prerogatives, and from 
the lesson we have learned make it a matter of crime for any 
statesman or jurist to officially aid the general government in 
any interference with the reserved sovereign prerogatives of the 
States. 

One-half of the wealth of the nation consists of debts, and in 
the contraction of those debts that wealth has been created, and 
that wealth should be taxed for the payment of those debts, and 
the payment of the pension list, and all expenditures except the 
necessary ordinary support of the government For those neces- 
sary ordinary expenses of the government a uniform duty 
of twenty per cent should be imposed upon imports and 
for no other purposa Such duty would incidentally bene- 
fit the manufacturer to the whole cost of the labor expended 
upon these productions, and would incidentally enable the farm- 
ers of the States to compete in their home market with those of 
British North America. And such liberal financial policy will 
keep open to the farmers of the States the grain markets of the 
world. That financial policy would purify the ballot box, and 
stop official stealing and extravagant expenditure: for thieves 
will not steal when required to pay for their stealing. A single 
eye to the policy I have suggested should in future control the 
suffrages of the people, and no side issues should be allowed to 
interfere. Under the influence of the natural laws of trade reli- 
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gion would become purified, and with the aid of moral suasioa 
our people advance to the highest state of civilization, . 
May 30, 1882. 
14 
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DUTIES OF SUPERVISORS. 



Some of the Outrageous County Legisla- 
tion of the past Twenty Years. 



The duties of Boards of Sapervisors are to canvass the rotes 
after an election and to audit the accounts of county officers, and 
as town assessors have discretionary power in fixing the valu- 
ation of farm landa It is the duty of the Board to equalize 
those valuations between the towns upon strict principles of 
equity. The few other dutes of the Board are simple clerical 
compliance with law, requiring but little time and no delibera- 
tion. In one capacity they are called a canvassing board, in the 
other an auditing board, that being their principal duty. I have 
before me the published proceedings of the Board of Supervisors 
in 1839, when politics had not made wickedness and crime as 
prevalent as now, and when knaves in office was an exception 
and not the rule, and when the corrupter of the ballot box was 
shunned as a thief. I will contrast the proceedings of the Board 
in that year with those of late years, particularly with that of 
1881. In 1839 the Board discharged all its duties in about ten 
days, at ati expense of about $900 ; in 1881 it required forty 
days to discharge those duties, at an expense of $4,750. In 
1839 the published proceedings of the Board occupied four col- 
umns of a newspaper, and contained all the important matter, 
and was perfectly understandable to the most obtuse mind and 
at a mere nominal expense. The published proceedings of the 
Board in 1881 was spread over a pamphlet of three hundred and 
eight pages, and doubtless from design required an expert to 
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comprehend its most important provisions. The bills audited 
in 1839 amounted to $6,729.33; while those of 1881 amounted 
to $33,716.68. The whole county expenditures in 1839 were 
$19,087.54 ; whereas those of 1881 were $185,825.22. This vast 
increase of expenditure was not a matter of necessity, but was 
the consequence of the wickedness and crime that has prevailed 
principally during the past twenty years, of which the increased 
expenditures of the Supervisors themselves is a sample. The 
Supervisors of 1839 considered a few reams of paper and a few 
bottles of ink, with a small outlay of pens, etc., suflBicient sta- 
tionery for the county, and the Board required those expenses 
to be included in the bills of the officers ordering them. Of 
course those .expenses at that time were merely nominal, and 
even a deduction was made from one of those bills. In 1881 
those bills were presented by irresponsible men upon simple cer- 
tificates and were rendered and allowed at $800. 

The same policy and extravagance prevailed in respect to 
county supplies. The jailor's bill of 1839 was rendered at 
$1,876.87, and in consequence of prisoners received without 
commitments and discharged upon the volition of the jailor, his 
account was only allowed at $1,560.12. The District Attorney's 
bill was rendered in 1839 at $804.70, and was reduced to $670.70 
in consequence of subpoenas being issued for witnesses before 
the grand jury without having been ordered by the foreman of 
the jury. In 1839 a large number of bills were reduced in con- 
sequence of illegal proceedings of the officers presenting them ; 
and for persisting in those illegal proceedings one officer was 
indicted and fined. In 1881 all bills were allowed at the amounts 
at which they were rendered, with only two very small excep- 
tion& 

Such were the characteristics of the two Boards in respect to 
their auditing duties. The Board in 1839 in ten days scruti- 
nized every bill rendered, and out of one hundred and ninety- 
nine, altered seventy-four, reducing them near a thousand dollars ; 
whereas the Board in 1881 in forty days allowed every bill as 
rendered but two, and those only to the amount of eleven 
dollars. 
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Now in respect to equalization : Taking into consideratloil th^ 
agricultural productions and favorable location of Stockport, in 
1839 its farm lands were equalized at twice and a half per acre 
above many of the other towns in the county, and its personal 
property was assessed from fifteen to thirty-two thousand dollard 
higher than it has ever been assessed sinca In equalizing in 
1842 it was discovered by the previous census that Stockpoit 
had $814,700 of manufacturing capital producing an annual in- 
come of over a million of dollars ; but it was reasoned that the 
manufacturing interest was a mere infant and needed nursing) 
and that its annual income and a part of .the personal property of 
the town had been expended in its accouchment Therefore in 
equalizing, the whole personal and real estate was put at less 
than three hundred thousand dollars and was so continued foi^ 
the succeeding twenty yean*. The same reasoning ia 1842 pre- 
vailed in Congress which passed the most abominable tariff act 
that ever disgraced a statute book, and the people were en- 
couraged with the promise that the infant when grown would 
bear all the public burdens. In 1861 that infant had got pos- 
session of the sword and purse of the nation, and with them 
rushed into a civil war and drove our commerce into foreign 
ships, and by taxation and a high tariff and a free list in our 
imports, has put agriculture under its feet, and has diffused cor- 
ruption, wickedness and crime among the people, and filled 
official positions with knaves whose characteristics have been 
strongly developed in our Boai!'ds of Supervisors. By each cen- 
sus during the past forty years, and by Gazetteers published in 
this county and in Boston, it has been shown that Stockport 
with farm lands three-fold more valuable per acre than in many 
of the towns in the county, and with hundreds of thousands of 
dollars worth of village property, and with over $200,000 of 
railroad, and possessing over a million of dollars' worth of manu- 
facturing capital, prod\lcing over a million of dollars annually of 
income, amounting in «ill to over two millions of dollars' worth 
of taxable property, was assessed in 1878 for thirty thousand 
dollars less of personal property than in 1839, and was assessed 
on all personal tmd real estate at $649,280, from which the Su^- 
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J)fervisors in their valuation took $119,756 ; while Hillsdale, pos^ 
Bessing an agricultural capital producing an annual income of 
only $150,000, was assessed on real estate $624,275, which the 
Bupervitors raised to $1,001,738. Not content with that great 
injustice in respect to real estate in the system adopted by the 
Supervisors, the people of Hillsdale paid nearly twice as much 
per cent tax upon railroad and personal property as was paid 
upon the same amount of property in some of the other towns in 
the county. 

It will be seen on the 202d and 203d pages of the published 
J)roceedings of the Board of Supervisors, that Kinderhook, for 
coutity and State purposes was taxed only a little over six mills 
on the dollar, while Hillsdale was taxed over eleven mills on 
the dollar. Kinderhook, on $180,000 of railroad, paying only 
$1,170.52, whille Hillsdale, on $40,000 of railroad, paid $950. 
A ^Kinderhook bank on a capital of $300,000 paid on State and 
icounty tax $1,950.88, or a little over six mills on the dollar, 
while all personal property in Hillsdale was taxed for those pur* 
poses a little over eleven mills on the dollar. 

Such 'has been the policy and . practice for the last twenty 
years. A little relief from these grievances has been made 
through the appeal of the Supervisor of New Lebanon. Fo^ 
that appeal that Supervisor's constituents have been taxed in 
costs by the Board of Supervisors $4,000, although through that 
appeal the State Assessors reported that certain' towns in the 
county were valued over a million dollars too high, while othera 
were valued correspondingly too low. They reported that while 
certain towns were sufferers fifom so great injustice, New Leba- 
tion was equalized above Ghent, Germantown and Stockport to 
the gross amount of some hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Yet to punish the New Lebanon Supervisor for making the 
appeal, which had been instrumental in producing redress for 
those grievances, the Board taxed his constituents the said sum 
of $4,000, and it would be interesting to look at the Supervisor 
who should now oppose a resolution to have that sum refunded. 
To guard against such abuses knaves would make it expensive 
9ind honest men would make it the reversa In the case of 
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the appeal the abuse was great and notorious, and the report 
showed it to be such, and the make up of the costs must ever 
remain a great and shameful mystery. What did the twenty - 
five individuals do in so glaring a case to entitle them to $4,000 
costs? What did Mr. Bates and Mr. Horton do to entitle 
the one to $172.24 and- the other to $51.60 costs? And what 
did Hellen B. Palmer, as a witness, do to entitle her to $337.54 
costs? 

It will be well for the intelligent taxpayers and voters in the 
county to look at the proceedings of the late Boards of Super- 
visors in their auditing of accounts, and in their equalizations 
and in their making expenses, and particularly in their proceed- 
ings in the New Lebanon appeal case, and profiting by experi- 
ence prevent such disgraceful abuses in the future. Men who 
would violate their oflBicial oaths and who, for the benefit of some 
Vould inflict burdens upon others that they ought not to bear, 
are no better than the occupants of our penitentiaries ; and those 
who have been guilty of such offences in the past should never 
be elected to hold ofiice in the future to the disgrace of their 
constituents. To rob one industry for the benefit of another, or 
to rob the people of one town for the benefit of another, is more 
wicked and disgraceful than the act of the midnight burglar; 
for the burglar, without a sense of shame, acts from mere selfish- 
ness, while in the other case the crime is greater and equally 
shameless, and without even the excuse of self interest 

Jane 8, 1882. 
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AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT, 



*^^ 



False Reports as to the Farming Interests 



In the opening report of the Government Agricultural De- 
partment for 1880, it is stated that the sericulture of the country 
for the last four years had been unusually prosperous — ^in fact 
had been prosperous beyond precedent, and had afforded con- 
stant and profitable occupation not only to the farmers but to 
the manufacturing and commercial classes. The same senti- 
ment has been expressed by orators and editors on the late Deco- 
ration Day. 1 have before me a Berkshire paper in which it 
speaks of Decoration Day occurring in the midst of great pros- 
perity, and that to-day the whole land is prosperous. 

Among mankind there are three great industrial interests — 
Agriculture, Commerce and Manufactures. The first indispensa- 
ble to man's existence ; the second indispensable to the inter- 
course of nations ; and the third vastly important in promoting 
the interests of the other two. Our Government was created for 
and made sovereign over that commercial interest, while the States 
^ within their limits retain sovereignty over the agricultu^^al and 
manufacturing interests. Now let it be asked, has the govern- 
ment made that commerce prosperous for the last four years, and 
was it so on Decoration Day ? The government rep6rt upon 
commerce and navigation shows that it had nearly all passed 
into foreign hands, to whom our people had to pay one hundred 
and forty millions of dollars annually for discharging that duty, 
most of which has been paid by the agricultural interest Let 
it be asked, was agriculture prosperous during the past four 
years, and was it so on Decoration Day ? By the foregoing agri- 
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cultural report the products of agriculture in 1880 were two 
thousand millions of dollars, whereas by the census of 1860 
they were two thousand five hundred millions of dollars, having 
been dwarfed five hundred million of dollars annually through 
government interference and usurpations It having beea 
taxed for the support of the government with all its extrava- 
gance, and the payment of hundreds of millions of dollars 
pension list, and a hundred and forty millions of dollars annually 
for the use of foreign ships, it has been taxed a thousand mil- 
lions of dollars annually in the nursing of a huge manufacturing 
infant Let it be asked, was manufactures prosperous on Deco- 
ration Day, and had it been so for the past four years ? Under 
the policy of having agriculture nurse it its annual productions 
had increased from about one thousand eight hundred millions 
of dollars annually in 1860, to four thousand six hundred millions 
of dollars annually in 1880. But the numerous strikes among 
the millions of laborers would seem to indicate that those laborers 

■ 

did not consider that they were enjoying great prosperity, and 
the Massachusetts Official Bureau reported that the treatment 
of those laborers was such as to make them blush for their native 
State. 

It was true that on Decoration Day the owners of that manu- 
facturing capital were remarkably prosperous, and had been for 
the past twenty years, as the results showed. They prospered 
immensely in the civil war that they provoked, and were instru- 
mental in its unconstitutional commencement and its inhuman 
prosecution. They have prospered in the policy that has dwarfed 
agriculture and driven commerce into foreign ships and corrupt- 
ed the ballot box, and filled offices with knaves. They have 
prospered in the policy that their gifted statesman Daniel Web- 
ster said at Faneuil Hall in 1820 would make the few very rich 
and the many very poor, and which he affirmed in 1830, and 
tacitly affirmed in Congress in 1846, and again affirmed in the 
compromise of 1850, associated with such men as Henry Clay 
and Stephen A. Douglas. It is just the policy that has made 
over half the wealth of the people consist of debts, and made 
currency so far exceed the industry of the country that three 
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per cent investments commands a large premium and enables 
their agents all over the country to buy up all investments in 
order to diffuse still further their corruptions ; and has enabled 
them to get all the most desirable public domain upon which to 
gather Asiatics and Africans, at some future day whose bayonets 
will be used to control the politics and policy of our country, as 
England used the islands in the Mediterranean in dictating to 
Europe the closing terms of the Turko-Eussian war. Such are 
the cironmstances of the wonderful " prosperity " existing on the 
late Decoration Day. June 16, 1882. 
16 
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INTERESTING STATISTICS. 



The Varying Fortunes of Agriculture, 
Commerce and Manufactures. 



In 1860 the daties upon imports averaged twenty-four per 
cent, and had done so for the past fourteen years. Four-fifths 
of our commerce was done in American ships. The annual 
product of agriculture was about $2,500,000,000, and the pro- 
duct of the manufactures was $1,885,861,676. In 1870 the 
duties upon imports averaged about fifty per cent, and had 
done so for the past eight years. Four-fifths of our commerce 
was done in foreign ships, at an annual expense to us of $140,- 
000,000. The annual agricultural product of our country was 
$2,447,588,658, requiring $9,262,803,861 capital in farm lands, 
and $836,878,429 cash value of implements, and 5,922,471 
laborers. The annual manufacturing products were $4,232,325,- 
442, requiring $2,118,208,769 of capital and 2,053,996 laborers. 
The net income of the manufacturers was over forty-five per 
cent, while that of agriculture did not exceed three per cent 
.In 1880, as shown by the census and the government agricul- 
tural report, the products of agriculture had sunk to $2,000,000,- 
000, while those of the manufacturers had increased to over 
$4,600,000,000, and our commerce continued to be done in 
foreign ships. The duties upon imports continued at over fifty 
per cent, which gave an incidental protection to manufactures 
of $2,300,000,000 annually, that protection alone exceeding the 
whole agricultural production of the country by $300,000,000. 
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It is just tbe policy that has made the few very rich and the 
many very poor, as forseen by Mr. Webster and all otbers of 
our most patriotic and sagacious statesmen. It is just tbe policy 
that has diffused wickedness and crime among tbe people, and 
corrupted the ballot box, and filled offices witb knaves, and sub- 
sidized the political and religious press, and provoked and prose- 
cuted civil war, and imposed a pension list of many hundreds of 
millions of dollars upon the people, and is seeking to have a 
government which had been created solely for commercial and 
diplomatic purposes usurp all tbe civil, industrial, agricultural 
and educational interests of the country, leaving the reserved 
sovereignty of the States over tbose subjects to exist merely as 
a shadow and a name. To that end Congress is now establish- 
ing an agricultural bureau, and appropriating money from the 
national treasury for educational purposes, when the Massachu- 
setts bureau for 1877 has reported that there are threq-fold more 
pauperage and crime among tbe boasted educated population in 
New England than exists either in Europe or the six Southern 
States in our Union. 

In advocating the policy of having the government usurp the 
control over the agricultural interest of our country, by the 
establishing of an Agricultural Bureau in the Executive Depart- 
ment of the government. Judge George W. Geddes, of Ohio, 
said a few days since on the floor of Congress: "We owe our 
" present unrivalled prosperity mainly to the varied branches of 
" agricultural industry. It has enabled our country to resume 
" specie payments and to enter upon the enjoyment of our pre- 
" sent extraordinary prosperity." The intelligent reader cannot 
fail to exclaim, what a mockery I Yes, agriculture has borne 
the burden of building up the mammoth manufacturing interest 
that is now crushing the life out of that agricultural interest, so 
that to-day the incidental protection alone to that manufacturing 
interest exceeds the whole annual productions of that agricul- 
ture. The next Congressional election must decide whether our 
country is to be in future the land of free men or the land of 
slaves to be held in bondage by Asiatic and African bayonets. 
The ten years respite can be easily repealed by the next Con- 
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gress, and our workshops be filled with Asiatics and our public 
domain occupied by them, and negroes under the dictation of 
Whittakers educated at West Point, or Chinese students with 
civil and military education obtained in New England* 
June 27, 1882. 
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THE HILLSDALE COMMISSIONER. 



The very intelligent Commissioner of Highways of the town 
of Hillsdale having imposed three times as much tax upon the 
property of the town as the law contemplated for the improve- 
ment of the roads, and the only reason he has given for that fact 
is that others had done so before him, should ngw give a further 
reason for himself and them for having done so. It is an inter- 
esting fact that some other commissioners have not been dis- 
posed to impose that tax, while the public interest has been just 
as well protected. It will be some excuse for him if he has 
imposed the same tax upon his own property and that of his 
kindred, and the road warrant in his district can give the evi* 
dence. He should be taxed one day for being over twenty-one 
years of age. The real estate which he occupies being assessed 
at over $4,500, should be taxed nine days. The $7,000 personal 
property of his deceased brother-in-law should be taxed fourteen 
days, it being of course over and above any existing debts or it 
would not have been subject to taxation. 

The commissioner himself should be taxed fourteen days more 
on the $7,000, which he claims to be due him from the estate of 
that brother-in-law, if that brother-in-law during his life had by 
his writing within the past six years acknowledged the exist- 
ence of that indebtedness. If not so acknowledged all of that 
indebtedness over and beyond that six years would be barred by 
the statute of limitation, as was decided in just such a case of 
Squire Miller against the estate of his deceased sister Sibil, and 
other cases that .can be cited. If he has taxed himself the last 
mentioned fourteen days, it will be one evidence of the good 
faith of bis claim and of his good intention in imposing that 
extraordinary tax upon the people* 

July 13, 1882. 
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NEW ENGLAND FISHERIES. 



*^^' 



Their Origin, and how they are Fostered 

and Protected. 



The fisheries was the cherished business of those who in con- 
sequence of religious disputations emigrated from England to 
Holland previous to 1620, and in the marketing of those fish 
they procured and imported into the United States the first 
cargo of slavea The fisheries was the declared object of those 
immigrants when obtaining the royal grant of the lands now 
comprised in the States of Massachusetts, Connecticut, Maine, 
New Hampshire, and the Ashtabula district in Ohio. Those 
fish were exchanged in the West Indies for molasses as their 
only market, and that molasses was distilled into rum as declared 
by Fisher Ames on the floor of Congress in 1793, and who said 
further that " any duties imposed upon those imports would 
" carry devastation throughout New England." That rum has 
ever been the mainspring to the African slave trade. It was so 
declared by the fiev. Jeremy Belknap, the most distinguished 
historian of Massachusetts, and is shown to be so by our annual 
national commercial records. It was the source of that disgrace- 
ful irrepealable provision in our national constitution which 
protected the African slave trade up to 1808. It was that cher- 
ished interest that made Massachusetts the supporter of the 
enemy in the war of 1812. It, in its connection with the fish- 
eries, produced the disgraceful congressional act of 1798 which 
has protected the African slave trade up to the present time in 
this country, and to the West Indies up to 1865, and to the East 
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Indies ever since. They have been the authors of the horrid 
scenes reported to our government by George W. Slacum, the 
consul at Bio de Janeiro. They have produced the horrid 
scenes described by Dr. Livingston, the most distinguished 
African traveler. That slavery so produced has been made the 
instrument for fomenting a furious hatred between the people of 
the different States in our Union. It has been the producing 
cause of the civil war, costing a million of lives and ten thousand 
millions of treasure, and a pension expenditure many fold greater 
than should be the whole expenses of our government 

When the authors of that slavery have possessed themselves, 
for a trifle, of the debts contracted by the people of the South in 
the civil war, the payment of those debts will be assumed by the 
government under a fulsome boast of great generosity. The 
authors of that slavery have made it the means of possessing 
themselves of the most desirable of the public domain. They 
have made it the means of having half of the wealth of the peo- 
ple consist in debts — National, State and corporate — ty which 
the few have been made very rich and the many very poor, and 
producing most oppressing taxation upon the present generation 
and a mighty mortgage to be imposed upon posterity. The 
authors of that slavery are using it to deprive the States of all 
their reserved prerogatives, placing even the ballot box under 
their marshals at the North and the carpet-baggers and scalla- 
wags of the South. They have subsidized the press and pulpit, 
made wickedness and crime proverbial, and filled all official 
positions with knaves ; and in addition to the hundred thousand 
offices now existing, adding thousands of sinecures, shamelessly 
and publicly requiring the incumbents of all to be taxed for a 
fund for the use of the ballot box, which they have made a sink 
of corruption. 

That commerce for the protection of which our government 
was created and our Union formed, they have driven into foreign 
ships, at an annual expense to the people of our country of one 
hundred and forty millions of dollars. And that agriculture, 
the products of which if left to the natural laws of trade would 
exceed by hundreds of millions of dollars annually that of all 
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the other industries and make their productions the granary of the 
world, they have reduced to less than half the productions of 
their petted interests. That fishing, rum-distilling, African 
slave trading community have ever had the address to avoid 
their portion of taxation for the support of the government On 
the contrary, they have ever laid the people under contribution 
to them in the shape of bounties, drawbacks and protective 
tariffs, and without any regard to merit they have all along 
sought to maintain their ascendency by a corrupted ballot box. 
But never so shamelessly as their preparation now. If they 
succeed at the coming November elections the late Chinese act 
of Congress will be repealed, African and Asiatic bayonets will 
be substituted for the ballot box, and three hundred millions of 
Chinese will enjoy an easement by having some millions of their 
people become tenants on the lands of the Massachusetts Emi- 
grant Aid Society, and by having Chinese laborers substituted 
for those whose ill treatment has made an official bureau report 
that their treatment had been such as to make them blush for 
their native Stata 

If the people do not wake up to this subject, a few months 
will rivet the chains of everlasting slavery upon them. For the 
purpose of riveting those chains the partisans of that fishing, 
rum-distilling, African slave-ft-ading, high tariff interest is resort- 
ing to every means that sophistry and knavery can invent, and 
are preparing a corruption fund beyond all former precedent 

July 24, 1882. 
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HILLSDALE HIGHWAYS. 



Reply to the Commissioner. —Plain State- 
ment of the Whole Case. 



It appears by a communication published in the Begister of 
the 21st of July, that I have given offense to the worthy Com- 
missioner of Highways in the town of Hillsdale, for which, if I 
can be conviuced that I have done him injustice, I am disposed 
to make the most ample atonement If he will look at the- 
assessment roll and the late presidential election returns, he will 
see that in contemplation of law there should be 1,080, da3rs* 
labor assessed upon the people of the town of Hillsdale for the 
improvement of their roads, which is over twenty-six days to 
the mile, while some six miles of those roads are turnpike upon 
which the people pay tolls. By taxing the people one day for 
every five hundred dollars that appears upon the assessment 
roll, and one day for every voter at the late presidential election, 
and one day on every $500 of the existence of which he has a 
personal knowledge, though it may not appear on the assess- 
ment roll as the law and his oath of office require, he Will find 
the amount not differing much from that stated by me and for 
which he is aggrieved. 

By the will and inventory of Mr. Alanson Morehouse, he has 
had the most ample means of knowing that he possessed about 
$60,000 of taxable personal and real estate, much of which has 
escaped taxation. Over and above his other property, our wor- 
thy commissioner must have sworn that he possessed $7,000 of 
property due him upon which no payments had been made, and 
16 
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there were no offsets to his knowledge, all of which had escaped 
taxation, he having only paid taxes as a tenant on the real 
estate of Alanson Morehouse. If he swore truly as to his owner- 
ship of that $7,000, he violated his oath of office' in not assessing 
himself fourteen days* labor upon the highways for it, a commu- 
tation upon which might have been used as an easement upon 
the Cake-out and Pumpkin Hills instead of doubling the tax 
upon the people of the town. 

Before requiring me to either apologize or weep at the offense 
I have given, the gentleman would do well to give a little more 
light upon the subject If we do not get that light in certain 
judicial proceedings now pending, we will doubtless get it in 
subsequent proceedings before the Surrogate. If the gentleman 
shall fail to sustain his claim for the $7,000, it will either go to 
certain orphans as intended by the testator, or at least one-half 
of it will revert to the testator's kindred by blood. 

Prom circumstances and active business and social relations 
with the aged inhabitants of Hillsdale during the past sixty-five 
years, I have a traditional and documentary history of the town 
which will soon be lost if I do not make ^ published record of 
it A majority of the people for all time have compared favor- 
ably with those of other towna But at the same time there have 
been existing organizations which have produced deplorable crim- 
inal lists, and from which property and reputations are not even 
now entirely safe. Two of the inhabitants of the town have 
been hung. A ^^riminal for arson vvas long concealed in the 
town. The late murderer and cannibal is believed to have been 
concealed either in Hillsdale or Austerlitz. Three of the inhabi- 
tants of Hillsdale have died in the States prison. Three others 
died soon after their releasa One committed suicide in order to 
avoid being sent to prison. One escaped prisoner found pro- 
tection while prowling in the town. Two vile slanderers, after 
having under their oaths confessed the crime in order to avoid a 
prison, committed other crimes for which they fled to parts 
unknown and have never since been heard from. From almost 
childhood to the present time those knaves have pursued me 
with vindictive malignity, though I have shared liberally in the 
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favorable consideration of the community at large. Prom the 
repentant among those knaves and from some in affliction reve- 
lations have been made giving a history of their organizations 
and the names of their members and their aiders and approvers, 
and of many of their crimes. Thesjc organizations have branches 
extending over our whole country, and by their political party 
affiliations have given character to such party and done much to 
produce the prevailing corruptions of the time, and to fill official 
positions with knaves, and to render property and reputations 
unsafe for both the living and the dead. 
August 1, 1882, 
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THE COMING ELECTION. 



Plain Questions for Electors to answer 

with their Ballots. 



I have a firm conviction that a few months will virtually de- 
cide the fate of the farming interest in this country, if it does 
not that of civil liberty. That the reader may have the oppor- 
tunity to concur with me in my opinion, I will make a brief 
reference to the* past from which I draw my conclusions. The 
first fatal stab to our political institutions was when, in response 
to Fisher Ames' declaration in 1793 that " to impose duties upon 
" the molasses taken in exchange for fish exported would spread 
"devastation throughout New England," Congress passed the 
act bestowing tonnage bounties upon those fisheries ; thus caus- 
ing the government, created solely for commercial and diplo- 
matic purposes, to interfere with the industrial interests of the 
people and the States. 

Of the same character has been all the acts allowing draw- 
backs upon fish and rum exported, and all acts imposing duties 
upon imports, or creating a free list for the special benefit of 
certain industriaj. interest& 

Of the same character is the policy of internal improvements 
by the general government 

These acts have been the foundation of the African slave 
trade through our whole history, and after realizing thousands 
of millions of d9llars in the sale of those slaves, making the ex- 
istence of those slaves the excuse for the deplorable civil war, 
and the excuse of enabling a Massachusetts emigrant aid society 
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to seize upon all the most important of the public domain upon 
which, through a Burlingarae treaty, they had arranged to colo- 
nize millions of Chinese upon whom to draw for laborers in their 
workshops, and whose suffrages they could use in the ballot box 
as they have used the fruits of their African slave trade, and 
whose bayonets they could use in depriving the people of con- 
stitutional liberty, for which object they have already given 
military educations to thousands of Chinesa 

It is such policy that made the traitors in the war of 1812, 
and that has excited hatred between the people of the States, 
causing civil war in which were sacrificed a million of lives and 
ten thousand millions of treasury ; and has made half the wealth 
of the nation consist of debts, and has made the few very rich 
and the many very poor, and has driven our commerce into 
foreign ships ; and while imposing eighty per cent of the na- 
tional burdens upon agriculture has sunk it to a second-rate 
interest ; and through tariff duties and other commercial regula- 
tions placed agricultural productions at the discretion of middle 
men ; and by debts and a pension list and enormous govern- 
ment expenditures grinding the present generation and fixing a 
mountain mortgage for posterity ; and consummating it all by 
debauching the ballot box and using their stolen wealth in its 
corruptions, as well as taxing for that purpose all persons under 
government influenca 

If those corrupt influences shall secure the next election, the 
policy of the Burlingame treaty will be restored and carried out, 
and the navigation of the Erie canal will be made free, and an- 
other reciprocity arrangement will be made by which Canadian 
agricultural productions will be admitted free of duty in 
exchange for the use of their fishing grounds. 

Through a railroad thousands of miles in extent the finest and 
one of the largest agricultural regions in the world is now being 
opened in British North America, to which thousands of people 
are now daily emigrating. The markets of the world will be 
supplied with their agricultural products, and through the Gulf 
of St Lawrence and the Welland canal and the Erie canal, and 
the tributaries of the Mississippi river, they will have free access 
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to all the markets of the United States. And they bave no 
tariff duties, or national debts, or enormous pension lists, or 
government expenses to bear. 

Then what is to be the condition of our farmers, with all the 
burdens of the government thrown upon them, with its enor- 
mous tariff debts, expenditure and pension list? And with 
mercenary Chinese bayonets glistening at the breasts of the 
people, what is to be the condition of civil liberty? And what 
will be the use of even a corrupted ballot box ? The coming 
November election is to settle all these questions. If the people 
desire this country to enjoy in the future the proverbial reputa- 
tion of being the land of the free and the home of the brave, 
they should let no side issues divert their attention from the 
main point of restoring the first principles of our government as 
recognized in the compromise of 1850. Without regard to any 
other consideration their votes should unitedly be given, particu- 
larly to all congressmen who are pledged to that policy. K a 
corrupted ballot box shall prevail at the coming election, pot 
only what is to be the condition of our farmers, but what is to be 
the condition of our laborers both in the shops and in the fields? 
And those who have virtually stolen the wealth of the nation 
and the public domain, shall draw their Chinese dependents at 
their pleasure from that domain, to fill with them those shops 
and fields. Let them consider this at the election and spurn the 
bribes that shall be offered them for their suffrage. 

August 8, 1882. 
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A LITTLE TOWN HISTORY. 



The Morehouse Family and their Estate. 



The infirmity of being an imbecile old man, which a promi- 
nent official in Hillsdale has imputed to me, I shall neither 
attempt to palliate or deny, but shall content myself with the 
effort to be truthful in my communications. It appears by the 
inventory that the personal property of Mr. Alanson Morehouse 
amounted to over $42,000, which, with a valuable real estate of 
330 acres, made near $60,000 of taxable property, much of 
which has ever escaped taxation and most of which is not now 
assessed upon the public highway. It appears that $8,000 of 
that property was in government bonds and not taxable. There 
are 330 taxpayers in the town of Hillsdale, and of course by law 
there should be 990 days work assessed upon the roads in the 
town, being twenty-four days to the mile, to which the overseers 
on any of the road beats could add one-third, being thirty-two 
days to the mile, and the commissioner of highways had author- 
ity upon his volition to tax $250 upon the town to aid districts . 
requiring it, and by being authorized by a special vote of the 
inhabitants could tax $750 more upon the inhabitants of the 
town for that purpose. It is the sworn duty of the commissioner 
to tax any property of which he has a knowledge, though it 
may have escaped the notice of the assessors. Under these cir- 
cumstances it is most surprising that the commissioner of high- 
ways in the town of Hillsdale has usurped the prerogative of 
taxing the people of the town twice as many days' work upon 
the roads as the law has contemplated, by which he has taxed 
single individuals near twice as many days' work on the roads 
as he and the overseers are authorized to do. Under such cir- 
cumstances he should not call in question in either prose or 
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verse the good sense of an aggrieved individual for complain- 
ing. He should not call in question the good sense or charge it 
as impertinence for a man to give notice if he saw one man's 
hand in another man's pocket On the contrary, he should con- 
sider it his duty to do so, or he might be considered to be acces- 
sory to the crime. He should commend him for his bravery in 
doing so when by doing so he drew upon himself the angry 
growling of the whole dark lantern organization with which the 
town has long been infested. 

In my contemplated history of Hillsdale, the roads and the 
laws in respect to them, will occupy an interesting place, in- 
cluding the duties of commissione'rs and overseers, and particu- 
larly the concurrent ownership of the. public with the owneis 
of the land through which the roads run. In that history 
the Morehouses will occupy a conspicuous placa One has long 
been considered one of the patriarchs of the town. With one 
over a half century ago occurred one of the most interest- 
ing events of my life. Even the history of Alanson More- 
house will be interesting. How he formed an affinity with 
one of the families in the town, and to save that family a home 
became the owner of a large valuable farm, and took the family 
in to board and allowed one of its inmates to work the farm on 
easy terms, and allowed the residue of the family to pay for 
their board by providing the family supplies and doing the 
house work. And how he generously bequeathed to that family 
twenty-five thousand dollars worth of his property, and how his 
generosity has been reciprocated. 

Kobert Noble wilh his associates were the first white settlers 
of the town of Hillsdale. They came under a grant of the crown 
to Massachusetts, and came in conflict with the grant of the 
Eoyal Governor of New York, which caused bloodshed and a 
long correspondence between the Governors of New York and 
Massachusetts, which was settled by compromise, and was suc^ 
ceeded by a bloody conflict between certain squatters on the 
land and the manor title. That period has been succeeded by 
a conflict between good citizens and a secret organization which 
is now striving to gain an ascendency in the town, and of which 
a history shall be given. August 11, 1882. 
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THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE. 



Recapitulation of an Interesting Chapter 

of History. 



♦♦♦■ 



The resiider must pardon me for going back and recapitu- 
lating one branch of the political history of the United States. 
The purchase of the Louisiana territory was made in 1803. It 
was violently opposed by Massachusetts, and in consequence by 
the whole Federal party. President Jefferson was taunted as 
being the infidel friend of Thomas Paine, and the $15,000,000 
paid in the purchase as paying tribute to France, and the terri- 
tory itself as being an asylum for thieves and robbers. Soon 
after that purchase England commenced the capture of all our 
vessels not consigned to her ports or those of her allies, and 
commenced the search of all our vessels and taking from them 
such seamen as she was pleased to call English subjects, and 
compelling them to serve in her navy. For the purpose of en- 
forcing this policy ships of war were placed at the entrance of 
all our harbors. The Chesapeake^ one of our frigates, for refus- 
ing to be searched, was fired into by the Leander^ a ship of the 
line, and then the American frigate struck her colors and per- 
mitted the search, for which* Commodore Barron, who com- 
manded the frigate, by order of a naval court-martial had his 
commission taken from him, which led to a duel, in which Com- 
modore Decatur was killed. These British aggressions led to 
the embargo act, which Massachusetts so violently opposed as to 
compel its repeal. After 600 of our vessels and 12,000 of our 
seamen had been captured, in 1812 the United States declared 
17 '■ 
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war, in which there was much hard fighting both by sea and 
land, and in which the British troops burned Buffalo, Black 
Bock and the city of Washington. In 1814, through the medi- 
ation of Russia, plenipotentiaries met at Ghent, in Europe, to 
negotiate a peace. On the 19th of August the British plenipo- 
tetiaries present^ their terms, which were : 

First. That the Americans should never have armed vessels 
or forts on the adjoining lakes. 

Second. The Indian tribes within the States who had been 
British allies during the war were to be under British protec- 
tion. 

Third. That the United States should cede to England the 
Louisiana purchase. 

On the 24:th of August the American plenipotentiaries replied 
that ^' such terms could never be made a subject of deliberation 
'* till it became necessary to decide upon the expediency of an 
"absolute surrender of national independence." On the 4th of 
September the British plenipotentiaries replied that the Ameri- 
can government could not be allowed to pursue its policy of 
acquisition and aggrandizement such as was manifested in the 
purchase of Louisiana and a more recent attempt to get by force 
of arms the two Floridas. This answer of course suspended 
negotiations for a time. On the 18th of September the 
British lost their fleet on Lake Cbamplain. Their attack upon 
Stonington was defeated with the loss of one vessel They were 
defeated in an attack upon Fort Eria Their army was defeated 
by that of Gen. Brown at Queenstown Heighta The army of 
Gen. Provost was defeated at PlattsburgL The army of Gen. 
Boss was defeated at Baltimore. They were defeated in an attack 
iipon Fort Boyer at Mobile Point, and after losing several armed 
vessels and near a thousand merchant vessels they met with a 
most disastrous defeat at New Orleans. Then the British pleni- 
potentiaries signified that aside of favor to their Indian allies 
they had no demands to make, and asked for the terms of the 
American plenipotentiaries, upon the receipt of which in eleven 
articles peace was mada During those memorable months the 
Governor of Massachusetts called an extra session of the legisla- 
ture and put 20,000 men into the field, claiming that the gov- 
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erAment of the United States had been mismanaged and did not 
enjoy the confidence of the American people. That Massachu- 
setts legislature called the Hartford convention. That conven- 
tion was proposing several radical alterations of the American 
constitution when the news of peace came like a thunder clap 
and sent them flying to their homes. Massachusetts had ever 
opposed the war, and her people came near mobbing their con- 
gressman, Mr. Wedgerly, for voting for the war. Then General 
Hull surrendered a superior American army without firing a 
gun, and their Boston sailors surrendered a superior American 
frigate in eleven minutes without firing a broadside. And the 
20,000 men put in the field and laying inactive during those 
memorable months, were intended as a menace and diversion in 
favor of the enemy. While those 20,000 troops were thus men- 
acing our government a uniformed company under the command 
of Captain Henry P. Meesick rushed from the town of Hillsdale 
to the defense of Plattsburg, and my boyish heart swelled with 
pride when I saw their firm steps and resolute faces as they 
started on the expedition. Henry P. Meesick and Joseph More- 
house were hand in hand in sustaining the honor of their coun- 
try in those trying days, and I rejoice that a grand-son by afiinity 
of Henry P. Meesick is in a position to defend the grave and 
memory of a Morehouse. After the expiration of fifty -four years 
and in 1868 a Republican congress voted near $700,000 to pay 
Massachusetts for those 20,000 troops put in the field to give 
aid and comfort to the enemy in the war of 1812. 
August 17, 1882. 
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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT. 



Tendency of the Republican Party to Rob- 
bery and Oppression. 



When Millard Fillmore and Andrew Johnson sought to stop 
the downward tendency of our country to ruin, the people and 
the Congress were not prepared to sustain them and they met 
with failure. When Abraham Lincoln sought to save the sink- 
ing liberties of his country he was defeated by the hand of the 
assassin. But I have thought from the result of the elections in 
1876 and 188(J that the people were now prepared to sustain a 
President who should seek to restore the first principles of our 
government, and the action of Congress upon the President's 
veto of the River and Harbor bill has not destroyed that opin- 
ion; for the expressions of the public press throughout our 
country will have a most salutary influence upon all Congres- 
sional action in the futura If President Arthur shall seek to 
carry out the principles of the party that elected him he will be 
flattered while in office and despised forever after. On the con- 
trary, if he shall use his official influence in confining the action 
of the government to its commercial and diplomatic prerogatives, 
and leave the States and the natural laws of trade to control all 
the industrial and civil interests of our country, I think in spite 
of the corrupted ballot box the people will sustain him, and, 
though knaves may howl, his name in future will stand scarcely 
second to that of Washington. 

From the testimony now being taken, and from a pamphlet 
now widely in circulation from the pen of Thomas H. Dudley, 
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late United States consul at Liverpool, we can readily compre- 
hend the matter that will be imposed upon the country in the 
report of the committee now acting upon the subject of tariff 
duties. To reply to any of their points of reasoning would be 
a useless waste of words. It should be suflBcient that the policy 
has been settled by the United States court and had been by the 
compromise of 1850. It will be well, however, to call public 
attention to the baneful effects of that wicked policy upon the 
existing industries of the country. It is notorious that the 
commerce, to foster which was the most important object for 
which our government was created, has been driven into foreign 
ships, and corruption has been diffused into every branch of our 
government, and it is notorious thp»t knavery characterizes most 
of those who fill oflBcial positions. 

We have now fifty millions of people, one-half of whom are 
females. We have near fourteen millions of adult laboring 
men, over one-half of whom are farmers. The annual products 
of those farmers are shown by the census to be worth only 
$2,000,000,000, or in the gross $285 per man, or .the net pro- 
ceeds to be $143 per man, out of which he is to pay enormous 
taxes and support a family. The capital from which those agri- 
cultural products are derived amount to over $11,000,000,000, 
the net proceeds of which does not exceeid two per cent on the 
capital invested. Of those 14,000,000 of laborers, only 2,000,- 
000 are employed in manufacturing, and they produce an an- 
nual income of $4,600,000,000, or $2,300 for each laborer. Or 
taking one half for the net proceeds, as in the case of agricul- 
ture, being $1,150 for each laborer. The capital in manufactures 
from which that $4,600,000,000 of product are derived does not 
exceed $2,000,000,000, the net income upon which is from 40 to 60 
per cent As one-half of those manufactured products would 
naturally be consumed by farmers were they able to purchase 
them (which they are not, as they exceed the whole amount of 
agricultural productions), the objects upon which this committee 
upon tariff duties is deliberating is whether any of the protec- 
tive fifty per cent duties can be taken off from the imports 
taken in exchange for agricultural exports, thereby relieving the 
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farmers not only for the payment of those duties but producing 
a corresponding reduction upon the home manufactured goods 
they have occasion to consume. This has been the great 
question and instrument which has produced all the evils under 
which our country has suffered for the last twenty years. 
Sectional hatred, civil war, a corrupted ballot box, official wicked 
nessand crime, a producing great wealth among the few and 
grinding poverty among the many, a transferring the public 
domain into the hands of corporations, and sending our com- 
merce into foreign ships, and reducing agriculture from a first to 
a second class industrial interest 

But upon this question now is involved still more important 
considerationa While the labor required in manufactories does 
not exceed 20 per cent on its production, under a claim for 
protecting that labor those manufacturers for twenty years have 
enjoyed a protective policy of 60 per cent, and are peremptorily 
demanding its continuance, it has lost us the respect of the civil- 
ized world. That our population should have stupidly submit- 
ted to that imposition so long has caused us to be universally 
despised — ^we have sunk too low to be objects of their pity. 
Such a niggardly intercourse with the civilized nations of the 
world as that protective policy necessarily involves is bringing 
upon us retaliation. Of the $2,000,000,000 agricultural produc- 
tions of 1880, $746,000,000 were disposed of in a foreign market 
In consequence of our niggardly protective policy in less than 
three years that market will t>e lost to us. It will be supplied 
from the finest agricultural country that the sun shines upon, 
which is to be opened to the commercial world by a Pacific 
railroad, and into which millions of people are now rushing. 
Our farm productions will not only be driven out from the 
foreign market, but will soon be overwhelmed in our own. 
While the farmers in New York will be taxed to keep the Erie 
canal in repair, it will be made free to the transit of those Cana- 
dian agricultural productions, and another reciprocity arrange- 
ment will allow their introduction free from duties. When this 
state of things shall be realized (as it soon will be if Republican 
financial policy shall be continued) God help the farmer who 



SOMETHING Tt) THINK ABOUT. 131 

will be in debt God help the farmer to pay his eDormous taxes, 
even who shall not be able to do his own work with his own 
hands, and God help the white man who expects to live by his 
own labor. 

The wealth of the Indies was once a proverb. Now the few 
are vastly rich there and the many are in the most abject poverty. 
Such will soon be our fate unless our financial policy shall be 
subject to a total change through the influence of our coming 
November election. I have sounded the warning before. I 
now repeat it emphatically. Our oppressors are aware of the 
fact, and are preparing a corruption fund to enable them to 
strike the final fatal blow. They know that if they can carry 
the next election, Negro and Chinese votes and bayonets will be 
our controlling political element in the future, for which purpose 
Negroes and Chinese are already educated for leaders. Those 
leaders will be pampered, petted and pensioned, while ninety- 
nine hundredths of our population will be reduced to the £ondi* 
tion of the peasantry in Ireland and India. 

September 7, 1882. 
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THE THREATENED DANGER. 



Importance of the Coming Election. —The 

Next Congress. 



I have said, and I now repeat, that if Republicans shall carry 
the next congressional election, popular liberty in this country 
may bid the world farewell. Conscious themselves of that fact, 
they are openly and shamelessly preparing an unprecedented 
corruption fund, not only from the wealth that by their wicked 
policy has already monopolized in this country, but by laying a 
hundred thousand oflfice holders under contribution. To de- 
ceive the people they claim to be the authors of unbounded 
prosperity in this country. Their policy has taken from the 
natural laws of trade the control of market values and put it 
into the hands of middle men, who can make prices liberal when 
policy shall dictate it, and then can reduce those prices to suit 
their cupidity at all other times. To reconcile the people to 
their policy and to influence them in the coming congressional 
elections, they are now boasting the existence of great prosperity 
in the agriculture of our country. The opening report of the 
government agricultural department boasts that the prosperity 
of the agriculture of our country for the past four years had 
been unprecedented, and such was the boast of all their orators 
on Decoration Day. In a recent speech in congress Judge 
Geddes, of Ohio, said : "We owe our present unrivaled pros- 
" perity mainly to the varied branches of agricultural industry." 
Papers are now being circulated over the country gratuitously, 
boasting of the great prosperity 'of agriculture through Republi- 
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can. policy. Such is a pamphlet by Thomas H. Dudley, late 
United States Consul at Liverpool. Such is also a paper entitled, 
"Agricultural Progress/' in which it reads : " Such is the unpre- 
" cedented growth and progress of American agriculture that the 
" absolute facts of themselves alone constitute a history which 
" would do credit even to the realms of romanca" It then 
calls attention to the vast increase of the value of farm lands 
in the United States during the past twenty years. In 1860 the 
total valuation of those lands by the census was $3,271,575,426 ; 
in 1870 it was $9,262,803,861 ; in 1880 it was $10,197,161,905. 

Now to understand that agricultural prosperity we will do 
well to look at the census returns of agriculture during those 
years. In 1860 the agricultural productions of the United 
States were about $2,500,000,000 ; in 1870 those productions, 
including betterments and additions to stock, were $2,447,538, 
658 ; in 1880, as stated on the fifth page of the government 
report upon agriculture, the value of those productions was 
$2,000,000,000. So while the value of those lands under Re- 
publican policy had in twenty years increased from over three 
thousand millions of dollars to over ten thousand millions of 
dollars, the value of their productions had diminished from 
$2,500,000,000 to only $2,000,000,000, a diminution of $500,- 
000,000. This phenomena produces a lesson that we will ex- 
plain and may profit by in the future. During those twenty 
years, while agricultural productions had been thus sufiering 
diminution, manufactured productions had the following growth : 
In 1860 these productions were $1,885,861,671 ; in 1870 they 
were $4,305,932,032 ; and in 1880 they were over $4,600,000,- 
000. It is to perpetuate the policy that produces such results 
that Eepublicans are making the mighty preparations for the 
coming November Congressional election. 

By the census of 1860 the estimated wealth of the United 
States was $16,000,000,000. In 1870 that wealth was estimated 
at $30,000,000,000, notwithstanding there had been expended 
$10,000,000,000 in the civil war. In 1880 that wealth will be 
shown by the census to exceed $40^000,000,000. Of that wealth 
only $10,000,000,000 is in agriculture, and about $2,000,000,000 
18 
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in manufacturing capital. Our commerce haa gone to foreign • 
era. This of course raises the inquiry in what does that wealth 
consist 7 The answer is plain. It has gone into the bands of 
the few, and consists of State and national debts, and corpora* 
tions and railroads, and all the most valuable portion of the 
public domain, and every hellish means that selfish ingenuity 
can invent through which burdens are imposed upon the people, 
Those $4,600,000,000 of manufactured productions enjoy a pro- 
tective tariff duty of fifty per cent, which must produce to them 
an artificial surplus of at least $2,000,000,000 annually, and that 
in a series of years can easily account for our vast artificial 
wealth in the bands of the few. To perpetuate the policy that 
produces such results, Republicans are accumulating a vast cor- 
ruption fund, and are flooding the country with their deceptive 
publicationa If they succeed at the November election they 
will not only have in their hands that accumulated wealth so • 
wickedly obtained, but also the sword and purse of the nation. 
Then in one week the Chinese restrictive law can be repealed, 
and steamships already once prepared can in a few months trans- 
mit a half million of those Chinese to our shores and at our 
government's expense, and at the same expense can establish 
them upon our public domain, or transmit them to our work- 
shops. Young Chinese, educated for the purpose, are prepared 
to take charge of them on that domain, or in these workshops, 
or in using the bayonet in compelling the people to quietly sub- 
mit to the entire loss of their libertiea 

It is but two short years since an attempt was made to use the 
negroes for the same mischievous purpose that Chinese may be 
used. Sixty thousand of those negroes were decoyed to the 
filched public domain in Kansas ; but a Democratic Congress 
would not allow the public purse to be used, and five thousand 
of those negroes were aided in returning to their homes, and 
fifty-five thousand are now starving, to prevent which Judge 
James De Long is now begging aid in the city o| New York. 

One single idea should actuate every voter at the coming 
eleiction, and that is to do away with that selfish proteotivo 
policy and to prohibit the governnoient from interfering ^ithei 
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directly or indirectly with the industry of the country, but leave 
that subject to tbd States and the natural laws of trada No 
false philanthropy should allow any one to get up a side issue 
to interfere with that great one idea. Admonished by the expe- 
rience of the past, every farmer should avail himself of that one 
idea in order to restore the agricultural interest to that first posi- 
tion among our industries into which the natural laws of trade 
would place it, and every voter should shun that corrupted bal- 
lot box who is not willing to sell himself and his posterity into 
slavery. September 19, 1882. 
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PROTECTING MANUFACTURERS. 



The Fallacy of the Theory. —Its Injustice 

and Evil Tendency. 



On the 448d page of the first volume of ray " Political His- 
tory," and also the Congressional Olobe^ will show the fact that in 
March, 1846, on the floor of Congress I called attention to the 
fact, as shown by the census and the manufacturers' own showing, 
that while the American manufacturer had provisions, raw mate- 
rial and water power cheaper than those of Europe, the European 
manufacturer had to incur the contingencies and expense of 
bringing their fabrics across the Atlantic ocean, and that labor con- 
stituted only twenty-four per cent, of the expense of the American 
fabric, so that a duty of twenty-four per cent would be a suflBcient 
protection of the American manufacturer against the cheap labor 
of Europe, even if European labor should have cost nothing. 
Every census taken since that date shows those same facts. 
Under these circumstances, the committee having the tariff sub- 
ject under consideration should not insult the common sense of 
the community by claiming that the American manufacturer 
needs more than twenty-four per cent duty in order to be fully 
protected against what they are pleased to call ** the pauper labor 
of Europe." I called attention also to the fact that the same 
evidences showed the net profits of the manufacturers to be from 
forty to sixty per cent upon their capital invested, and every 
census since shows that same fact. I called attention to the fact 
that for congress to impose protective duties was not only unjust 
and unconstitutional, but had a corrupting tendency, demoraliz- 
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ing the people and stirring up hatred between sections of the 
country and different industrial interests, and having a tendency 
to make the few rich and the many poor, and was putting to hazard 
the liberties of the people, and leading to civil war. Existing 
facts show all these predictions have been fulfilled to the letter. 
A new reason is now given for a protective tariff, in which 
Senator Mori 11, of Vermont, has taken the lead. In a speech in 
the United States Senate he claims that the exportation of 
American agricultural productions should be prohibited, as its 
tendency was to ruin our country by the exhausting of our soil. 
That this idea is to be pressed upon the attention of the Ameri- 
can people is evident from the fact that publications inculcating 
it are now put in gratuitous circulation over our country, one of 
which, the Agricultural Progress^ I have before me. It under- 
takes to show by chemical analysis what quantities of the mine- 
ral fertility we are constantly sending to other, countries by the 
exportation of our agricultural productions, and it says that " the 
" innumerable ruins of the great East are the monuments of the 
** exhausting of the primitive fertility of the land." It says fur- 
ther, that ** from the banks of the Euphrates man has marched 
** westward, exhausting the earth of its fruitfulness as he went" 
Again it says that "the power that ruled the world on the 
" Peninsula of the Mediterranean departed with the exhausted 
" fertility of the soil." Its further reasonings I will not notice 
for the present They are so preposterous that I would not have 
noticed them at all were it not evident that all other equally pre- 
posterous ideas in favor of a protective tariff having become 
exhausted, this particular idea is now to be pressed upon public 
attention. All that reasoning can be answered in brief, that 
where by conquest or otherwise a barbarous have been substitu- 
ted for a civilized people, agriculture has ceased to flourish, and 
cities and countries have lost their grandeur, and where by the 
natural laws of trade other productions could be favorably ex- 
changed for those of agriculture imported, a change has been 
made in that direction, as in the case of wool imported from 
Australia to England, which I cite as an answer to one of the 
arguments in those gratuitous circulars. 
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Otk the fifth page of the government annual report of the Com- 
missioners of Agricultare for 1860 it appears that the agricul- 
tural productions of that year amounted to $2,000,000,000, of 
which, after supplying all our people, it appears (hat $823,946,- 
d58 was exported to foreign countries, being near one-half of 
those agricultural productions and ninety per cent of all our 
exports that year. I ask now what would have been the effect 
upon our agricultare had it been deprived of that foreign mar- 
ket? And what must be the eflFect upon our agriculture when 
a protective duty of fifty per cent ^ imposed upon the imports 
taken in exchange ? And what would be the effect upon the 
fiscal interests of our whole country if ninety per cent of our 
eiports were protected by protective tariff laws 7 Under en- 
lightened cultivation land can be kept in ever increasing pro- 
ductiveness without fear of exhaustion. Under such culti vation 
the d/'ifting, sandy lands of Schenectady county are made very 
productive. The sandy land of Great Harrington plain, once 
thought libt to be worth enclosing, is now the most productive 
in the country. The lands of the South, producing that long 
Staple cotton which cannot be grown elsewhere, is continually 
increasing in its productions and fertility. The productions and 
fertility of Columbia county are continually increasing, though 
the culling off of forests and the draining of i^arshea has changed 
its wheat growing capacity to that of other vegetables, as well 
in the virgin lands just rescued from the forest as on the lands 
ilnder long cultivation. Decaying vegetation and the excrement 
of animals, and the e&halations from their skin are the gi^at 
sources of fertility. Those exhalations are sixty per cent of the 
food and drink of animals, and ar^ in) mediately absorbed by 
vegetation or water, or pass into the atmosphere, to descend in 
dew or rain. The forty per cent of excrement acts partly 
mechanically or are absorbed by the roots or leaves of vegetables, 
or pass into the atmosphere to be returned as the fertilizing mat- 
ter in dew and rain. The portion of that fertilizing matter car- 
ried by rivulets and rivers to the ocean, floats upon the surface 
and is taken up by evaporation and is carried by the winda of 
heaven and diffused ov^r the world. The longer daily sun and 
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rarified atmosphere makes all the lands in America, north of the 
Ohio river and east of the Eocky Mountains, the superior corn 
growing region. While the humid atmosphere in England 
makes the wheat and the turnip crop and the grasses their most 
natural productions. Isothermal winds and the peculiar forma* 
tion of the earth in the different latitudes dictate to the enlight- 
ened minds upon what productions to expend their labor, which 
if left to the laws of trade and not interfered with by mischievous 
legislation, is the foundation of all national prosperity. It is by 
those mischievous laws that the productions of the ms^nufac- 
tarers are made to be two-fold greater than the productions of 
all the other industrial interests, and that the wealth of our peo- 
ple instead of being invested in the industries consists ofi debts 
^nd every mischievous object th^t human ingenuity and knavery 
can iiivent; and that our government is usurping every mi3« 
ebievous prerogative and is heaping three-fold burdens upon the 
people, and have contemplated through a Burlipgame treaty to 
fasten those evil^ upon our country through the use of semi* 
barbarous bayonets, ^nd are only w^ting to c^rry ap election by 
th^iv corruption funds in ord^r to ooiisiimmf^te that policy, 
September 26, ^882. 
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SOMETHING WRONG. 



Evidences of a Growing Immorality Among 

the People. 



■♦♦•« 



Twelve years ago an official bureau in Massachusetts reported 
that wickedness and crime had become rampant in our country, 
and that an honest man in office was a great rarity. It would 
now appear evident that the people had continued to degene- 
rate ; for while the most reliable public documents show that 
it requires 7,000,000 of laborers and 12,000,000,000 of capital in 
agriculture to create $2,000,000,000 of products, and only 
2,000,000 of laborers with $2,000,000,000 of capital to create 
$4,600,000,000 of products in manufacture, a roving Congress- 
ional committee is taxing their ingenuity in order to frame 
excuses for taxing agriculture fifty per cent, on all the imports 
taken in exchange for its exports to enable those manufacturing 
products to sell in the market for $1,000,000,000 annually above 
what the natural laws of trade would allow. 

Some kind individual has sent me a Republican paper of the 
7th of April, 1874, in which is published a report of the Stale 
Assessors, which shows as great or a greater degree of wicked- 
ness and crime now existing in Columbia county. By that 
report Stockport is represented as being taxed a hundred 
per cent, on all its personal property; while in fact for many 
years it has been taxed annually on only about from $60,000 to 
$90,000 on personal property, while for forty years its annual 
net income on manufacture alone has not been less than $400,- 
000. That report truly stated that the $446,000 assessed on 
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real estate was only one-third of its value, and yet tlie Board of 
Supervisors reduced that assessment to $195,000. While the 
products on property in Hillsdale has been only about $150,000 
annually, the products on property in Stockport has been about 
$1,500,000 annually, and yet the county and State tax on Hills- 
dale has been annually twice as high as it has been on Stock- 
port for the last twenty years. Hillsdale would seem to have 
suffered the same degeneracy. To my fancy in boyhood it con- 
tained a hundred citizens whose integrity qualified them for 
wielding a sceptre. Now they appear to look on with indiffer- 
ence to acts of the most stupendous knavery, of which I will 
cite a case : 

Three years ago a worthy citizen had $3,000 for which he never 
had a desirable opportunity to make an investment On $42,- 
000 actually invested he has had an annual cash income of 
$2,500, which by the inventory of his property is shown never 
to have been invested. He has now died, and of that $10,500 
thus possessed by him in plausible probability, only $920 ap- 
pears in the inventory of his estate. Other personal property 
specially bequeathed in his will does not appear in the inven- 
tory. His family consisted of himself and wife and an aged 
friend. He had a valuable farm of three hundred and thirty 
acres of land from which to draw their support And yet a 
charge is now brought against his estate of $7,000 for six years 
table expenses. A suit has been brought against the estate in 
order to collect that charge, and very great expenses are being 
incurred in order to prove the affirmative of the claim. Such 
has got to be the moral sense of the people of Hillsdale that a 
case of that kind does not seem to excite curiosity. 

October 18, 1882. 
19 



142 POLITICAL HISTORY. 



THE PENDING ELECTION- 



Importance of a Democratic Congress • 



I think the most intelligent •and conscientious men of all 
parties are aware that we are on the eve of the most important 
election that has occurred since the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution. They are fully aware of the fact that we stand on 
the eve of national ruin, unless there shall be an entire change 
in the policy that has prevailed in our country for the last twenty 
years. The political character of the next Congress will decide 
this question. Eivers and harbors and the public lands, and 
the duties to be imposed upon imports, are the great and vitally 
important questions. By his antecedents John H. Ketchara is 
right upon all these questions but the last, which is vastly the 
most important, and without which the others are of small 
account If he can not be relied upon in respect to this last 
question, some other name should immediately fill the mournful 
blank in the Register and Gazette^ and the people in this Con- 
gressional district should be roused to its support 

That is the question that has driven our commerce into foreign 
ships, and has given all the most important of the public domain 
to corporations, and has corrupted the ballot box and filled most 
oflBcial positions with knaves, and under the Burlingame treaty 
has made arrangements to put the bayonet and ballot into the 
hands of imported Asiatics and Africans, filling our public lands 
and workshops with those Asiatics ; and has already made the 
few very rich, and is making the many very poor ; and has 
overwhelmed the people with taxation, and has instituted the 
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policy of having a Canada Pacific railroad shut the 'market 
against our agricultural production ; and while it takes 7,000,000 
of laborers and $12,000,000,000 of capital in agriculture to pro- 
duce $2,000,000,000 of products, and only 2,000,000 of laborers 
with $2,000,000,000 of capital to produce $4,600,000,000 of pro- 
ducts, it imposes upon that agriculture not only all the taxes for 
the support of the government, but imposes enormous duties 
upon the imports taken in exchange for agricultural exports for 
the special benefit of those manufactures. That policy this very 
year puts a thousand millions of dollars into the pockets of the 
manufacturers at the expense of agriculture. It has produced 
all the great evils under which our country has suffered for the 
last twenty years. It is the policy that has brought us to the 
brink of ruin which can only be averted by the result of our 
coming election, October 31, 1882. 
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REPUBLICAN POLICY. 



The Sort of Men they Select for President, 
and Why they Select them. 



It has been the policy of the leaders of the Republican party 
to select as candidates for the Presidency men who, for want of 
experience as statesmen, would be their ready tools for carrying 
out their wicked selfish policy. For that reason they selected 
General Harrison, a backwoods warrior, and when upon his 
death Tyler became his successor it required a military guard to 
prevent his assassination in the Presidential mansion. For the 
same reason General Taylor was elected, and he too was only a 
backwoods warrior, and when upon his death Mr. Fillmore 
became his successor, for refusing to favor their policy he was 
ever treated by them with contempt Abraham Lincoln was 
elected because he had been more of a rail splitter and a boat- 
man than statesman, and when he ceased to favor their recon- 
struction policy they procured his assassination and have ever 
since contemptuously treated his widow. Andrew Johnson, his 
successor, barely escaped expulsion from the Presidential chair 
for attempting to carry out the policy adopted by President 
Lincoln, The Ashtabula district residence of James A. Gar- 
field and his antecedents in the Credit Mobillier swindle and 
the Mrs. Suratt execution, gave assurance that he would favor 
their policy, notwithstanding his experience as a statesman. 
But his assassination by one of his political cronies disappointed 
their hopes and left them to convulse the world with the mock- 
ery of woe and to shower their favors upon his widow. Bat 
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JamisB A. Garfield told an important truth in his inaugural tiiat 
the people would do well to profit by. He said that a large 
portion of the people of the country needed the schoolmaster as 
well as the negroes. That suggestion was never more fully 
illustrated than in the late adoption in the State of New York 
of the canal constitutional amendment policy. The antecedents 
of the Republican party should have induced the people to 
investigate that subject before its adoption. I will therefore 
make a brief reference to those antecedents : 

As Federalists in 1803 they opposed the Louisiana purchase, 
which embraced the territory between the Mississippi river and 
the Pacific ocean ; and in the war of 1812 they gave aid to the 
British in their attempt to wrest that territory from us by the 
force of arms. When by side issues and the odds and ends of 
all disaffected parties and the aid of knaves to divide the Demo- 
cratic party, they obtained possession of the sword and purse of 
the nation in 1861, they have used that sword and purse in pro- 
curing 296,000,000 acres of that purchase embracing the most 
valuable portion of it ; and they have been creating States on 
the lands that they have thus obtained that are of course their 
most abject tools in the establishment of their wicked policy. 
Asa further means for the establishment of that policy they 
have sought to colonize their lands with negroes and Chinesei 
whose leaders were receiving the aid of the schoolmaster not 
only at "West Point but throughout New England. As a part 
of that policy they have sought by purchase to get the control 
of the New York canals, to prevent which a provision was made 
in the State Constitution. The object of the late amendment 
was to do away with that provision and give to those mercenary 
politicians advantages much greater than the purchase would 
have given them. This amendment being constitutional, has 
taken from the State all power of legislating upon the subject 
The State must pay the $8,000,000 existing canal debt, and pay 
all the expenses of keeping the canals in the most perfect repair, 
any neglect of which will expose the State to prosecution by 
any citizen of any country to whom the navigation is made free. 
No escape from that liability exists except through another 
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amendmeDt of the constitution, which would take years to 
accomplish and which would be opposed by all the zeal and cor- 
ruption of the Republican party. 

The canals are made free to the people of Canada who are 
opening to commerce the finest agricultural region of the worldy 
equal in extent to that of the States, and the growth of its vege* 
tation stimulated by one hour daily of summer sun more than 
that of the States, and their people exempted from all taxation 
for debts, pension lists, public improvements, army, navy, or 
Executive department They will be permitted through our 
free canals to stock our market with their redundant produc- 
tions, subject only to a nominal duty of ten per cent upon their 
own valuation, which is all the duty oar present laws impose 
upon the importations of agricultural productions. While thus 
supplying our own market they will drive us from the foreign 
market in which during the past year we have sold over $800,- 
000,000 of agricultural productions. These consequences to a 
great extent would be obviated if Congress would immediately 
restore the tariff act of 1846 and restore to the government all 
the unsold public lands, and impose' upon the stolen wealth of 
the nation all debts, pension lists, and expenses except the im- 
mediately accruing expenses of the government, and would 
cease to interfere with the reserved sovereign prerogatives of the 
States. If the present Congress shall neglect to adopt this 
policy, we may expect its adoption by the Congress just elected, 
unless through Republican cunning too many of them may 
prove to be Democrats with the Democracy left out 

November 20, 1882. 
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THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL. 



♦ •♦■ 



As Exemplified by the Republican Part)r< 



It is a Heavenly inspired expression that "the love of 
monej is the root of all evil." It is that inordinate love of 
money that has induced the Massachusetts fishermen and rum 
distillers and manufacturers to seek to be exempted from all 
government taxation; and to have the imports taken in ex- 
change for these exports free from duties, and even to get 
bounties upon their exports when their rum exports were the 
mainspring to the African slave trade It is just the policy that 
has created so many millionaires in our country at the expense 
of toiling millions. It is just the policy that for years has passed 
laws exempting those millionaires from taxation, exempting them 
from an annual tax of $65,000 in 1866, and $40,000,000 in 1867, 
and $68,000,000 in 1869, and $55,000,000 in 1870, and $100,000,- 
000 in 1872, and is now seeking for a further exemption by loudly 
clamoring for a total abolition of internal taxation. It is just 
the policy that causes the imposition of fifty per cent duty to 
be imposed upon all imports taken in exchange for agricultural 
exports while the duties upon agricultural imports are only at 
ten per cent It is just the policy that has riveted upon us by 
a constitutional amendment the imposition of taxes upon agri- 
culture to support our canals, while those canals are made free 
to the importation of agricultural productions at only a duty of 
ten per cent It is just the policy that will fill our market with 
the agricultural productions of Canada which are almost free from 
taxation, while the farmers of the States are taxed $800,000,000 
annually. And the people of Canada have their imports free 
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from duty, while the farmers of the States paj an average daty 
of fifty per cent, on all the imports they consume or take in 
exchange for their exports. It is just the policy that will drive 
$800,000,000 of the annual agricultural products of the farmers 
of the States from the foreign market, to be substituted by the 
agricultural products or the farmers of Canada which will be 
carried free through our canals, whi<?h will have to be kept in 
order for their accommodation at the expense of the farmers in 
the State of New York. It is just the policy that has driven 
commerce in American ships from the ocean, compelling us to 
pay $140,000,000 annually in the employment of foreign ships. 
It is the inordinate love of money that has induced the impo- 
sition of high duties upon imports, the declared object of which 
is to benefit American laborers. How much does it benefit the 
7,000,000 agricultural laborers, being half the laborers of our 
country, to have a duty of fifty per cent imposed upon all the 
imports taken in exchange for their exports ? How much does 
it promote the interests of the 2,000,000 manufacturing laborers, 
when a Massachusetts official bureau reports that the treatment 
those laborers receive at the hands of their employers caused 
them to blush for their native State? Republican papers are 
just now more than usually clamorous for that protection policy, 
and so are some of the neutral papers. On the 210th page of 
Frank Leslie's paper of Nov. 25th, it claims that the protective 
policy must be continued till the infant manufacturers shall 
have acquired strength to walk alone. Three generations have 
come and gone since the adoption of that policy, and yet those 
manufacturers are in their infancy and cannot stand alone and 
need protection I The census shows the net profits of the raanu« 
facturers are from forty to sixty per cent, while those of agri- 
culture do not exceed three per cent And yet that agriculture 
must be taxed to enable those infant manufactures to stand 
alone t The census shows that it requires 7,000,000 of laborem 
in agriculture to produce $2,000,000,000 of products, while 
2,000,000 laborers in manufactures produce $4,000,000,000 of 
products ; and yet that agriculture must be taxed to enable those 
manufactures to stand alone I That writer in the Leslie paper 
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claims that protective policy is the true policy, because a robust 
miaority of Democrats are in favor of it That writer must be 
aware that the robust minority of Democrats were elected under 
a promise from Republicans that opposition to their election 
should only be nominal if they would secretly pledge themselves 
to act in favor of that protective policy, and be Democrats with 
the Democracy left out These Democrats must be in favor of 
a modification of the tariff, like the writer in Frank Leslie, who 
claims that all duties should be taken from raw material, such 
as food, sugar, &a Duties should be taken from matches, &c., 
which is claimed to be a great relief to labor. Of course the ten 
per cent duty should be taken from the Canadian farm produc- 
tions that are to be carried free through our canals, and that is 
claimed to be a great relief to laborers. Fisher Ames said on 
the floor of Congress that to impose high duties upon the molas- 
ses taken in exchange for fish exported, and which was distilled 
annually into 60,000 hogsheads of rum, would carry dismay 
throughout New England ; and yet Republicans claim that fifty 
per cent duty must be imposed upon the imports taken in 
exchange for agricultural exports in order to enable infant manu- 
factures to stand alona 

The census shows that labor constitutes only twenty per cent 
of the costs of manufactures, and yet Republicans claim that a 
fifty per cent duty should be imposed in order to protect manu- 
facturers against cheap foreign labor. The facts are that that 
infant has been nursed till it has corrupted our whole popula- 
tion. It has gained proportions and strength to strike down 
any statesman that dare oppose their stealing. That infant 
feebleness has acquired gigantic proportions that will soon make 
our country a land of slaves, unless the good work at our late 
elections shall be persisted in. The people must give assurance 
to statesmen that they will firmly sustain them in the taithful 
discharge of their duties. Their great first, last and every object 
must be to prevent the general government interfering directly 
or indirectly with the internal interests of the States by protec- 
tive duties or in any other way. And particularly they should 
20 
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avoid having their attention diverted from these objects by the 
many side issues that designing men are resorting to. 
December 7, 1882. 
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CONFLICTING OPINIONS. 



James A. Garfield and John Sherman on 

the Cause of the War. 



At the Soldiers' re-union at Cambridge, Ohio, August 27th, 
1879, General Garfield said that " slavery was the first cause of 
" the civil war," He said that " the people of the South were 
** not responsible for the existence of that slavery, for they were 
"born to it. But it had grown so strong that it was necessary 
** to destroy slavery in order to save the Union." At Portland, 
Maine, in July 1878, Secretary Sherman said : " The doctrine 
" of State rights had been the evil genius of American politics. 
" It led to the late rebellion. Every life that was sacrificed and 
** the treasure that was wasted in that war were the bitter fruits 
"of that doctrine." 

Now it is notorious that the cause of that slavery was insepa- 
bly connected with the most cherished interests of Massachu- 
setts ; that Boston rum was its mainspring; and that Massachu- 
setts during our whole history had annually expended thousands 
of hogsheads of that rum with thousands of cheap Belgian 
muskets and tons of powder in the capture of those slaves in 
Africa. And yet Massachusetts was the principal actor in 
plunging the country into the civil war on account ot that 
slavery. The Union was formed under the articles of the con- 
federation. In the second article of that confederacy the States 
retained their sovereignty. In the third article each State 
severally bound themselves to assist any of them against all 
force or attacks made upon their sovereignty on any pretence 
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whatever, and the constitution was made to perfect that confed- 
eracy. According to Secretary Sherman that reserved State 
sovereignty was a pernicious doctrine and was the cause of the 
civil war. 

From the causes of the war let us now turn our attention to 
the consequences of that war. By the figures in a tract issued 
by the London Peace Society it appears that the cost of our 
civil war was as follows as compared with European wars : 

Cost of our QvU War $9,700,000,000 

Cost of Crimean War $1,700,000,000 

Italian War of 1869 800.000,000 

Schleswig-Holstien War 85,000,000 

Anstrian-Pxussian War, 1860 880,000,000 

Franco-Prussian War 2,500,000,000 

AU other wars since 1851 200,000,000 

$5,065,000,000 5,065,000,000 

$4,685,000,000 

So it appears that the existence in this country of the slavery 
that Massachusetts has produced, and that reserved sovereignty 
of the States that the constitution was made to perfect, has pro- 
duced a civil war that has cost $4,635,000,000 more than all the 
wars in Europe has cost since 1850, notwithstanding in those 
European wars Prussia took Schleswig and Holstien from Den- 
mark, and took the Imperial scepter of Germany from Austria, 
and made the Emperor of France a captive, and Austria lost the 
sovereignty over Italy, and Russia for a time lost the right of 
putting ships of war upon the Black Sea. That vast expendi- 
ture of wealth in the civil war is but a small portion of the con- 
sequenc6& It cost a million of precious lives. It caused cities 
to be burned* 

" With fire and sword the country round 
Was wasted far and wide, 
And many a feeble mother then 
A|id new bom infant died." 

It has created a pension list of hundreds of miHons of dollars 
annually to continue for generations. It has sunk agriculture 
from a first to a second rate interest It has driven, our com- 



CONFLICTING OPINIONS. 153 

merce into foreign shipa And by its protective policy it has 
given manufacturers the power to make slaves of white men. It 
has given all the more important of the public domain to cor- 
porations. It has unsettled the whole industry of our country, 
and made wickedness and crime rampart, and filled most official 
positions with knaves, while eighty per cent of the enormous ' 
taxes of our country, both external and internal, are imposed 
upon agriculture in counties, states and nation. Agriculture 
has been enabled to exist through the aid of a foreign market 
of $800,000,000 annually, nothwithstanding fifty per cent duty 
has been imposed upon the imports taken in exchange for its 
exporta But as soon as the Canadian Pacific Eailroad shall be 
finished that market will be lost to agriculture, and the home 
and foreign market will be supplied by Canadian agricultural 
productions, a portion of which will be carried through our canals 
free from duty or tolls, while our agriculture will be taxed to 
keep those canals in order. 

The only hope for the future existence of the agriculture of 
our country depends upon the continued enlightened political 
policy manifested at our late electiona As a further encourge- 
nnent it is hoped that the supervisors at the present session of 
the Board will appoint Grand Jurors who would indict the "star 
route theives" for robbing either individuals or the public, the 
living or dead. December 18, 1882. 
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SELFISH POLITICIANS. 



Some of the Absurd things their Selfish- 
ness Demands. 



Selfishness makes men very capricious as politicians. Because 
labor constitutes 20 percent, of the costs of productions in manu- 
factures, manufacturers are requiring a fifty per cent protection 
against the competition of foreign labor. Because a union was 
formed by the States in order to enable those States to act col- 
lectively in their commercial and diplomatic intercourse, selfish 
politicians are seeking to have the government representing the 
union usurp all the reserved prerogatives of the States. To 
make manufactured products dear, selfish politicians want a duty 
of fifty per cent imposed upon the importations of manufactured 
products. To make agricultural products cheap, they want the 
importation of agricultural products free or at most paying only 
a duty of ten per cent To facilitate the importation of those 
agricultural products from what will soon be the finest agri- 
cultural region of the world, the inhabitants of which are free 
from all taxation both external and internal, the people of New 
York are to be taxed for the maintenance of five hundred and 
eighty miles of free canals after paying an existing debt of 
eight millions of dollars for their construction. For the main- 
tenance of these canals there must be a salaried canal board, 
with thousands of men as lock tenders and for keeping repairs 
and closing in the fall and opening in the spring. Because in 
certain States education exceeds what exists in other States, 
that commercial and diplomatic government must have the con- 
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trol of education in the States. Because there are Mormans 
beyond the Eocky mountains, that commercial and diplomatic 
government must have control of morals and religion in the 
States. Because fishing is a dangerous business, Massachusetts 
fishermen must have fishing bounties and have millions of bushels 
of imported salt either free of duty or be permitted to draw that 
duty from the treasury. 

To facilitate the African slave trade, a law was passed in 1793 
and still exists, making manifests to ships going to Africa exempt 
from examination and renewal in foreign ports. Because under 
the operation of that law millions of African slaves have been 
imported into this country, causing a civil war and costing 
twice as much in blood and treasure as all Eroupe has expended 
in thirty years, and now for the special protection of the elec- 
tive franchise in the hands of those negroes, that commercial 
and diplomatic government must have the military control of 
the elective franchise within the States. And for the protection 
of that commercial and diplomatic government in the exercise 
of all these responsible duties Columbia county must bear the 
expense of a National guard, and must expend thousands of 
dollars in the erection for them of a dancing saloon, and hun- 
dreds of dollars annually for its door keeper. 

January 4, 1883. 
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IMPORTANT TRUTHS. 



What Might have Been, if the People had 

been Consulted. 



Notwithstanding President Garfield's antecedents, he was 
capable of telling the people some important truths. He told 
an important truth in his inaugural, in which he said '^ the/ far- 
mers as well as the negroes needed education." Vastly the most 
important of this education would be for prominent candidates 
for important offices to meet each other and discuss before the 
people the subjects then at issue, as thej sometimes have done 
at the West and South. Had the Credit Mobilier subject or that 
of the execution of Mrs. Surratt been discussed by opposing 
candidates, James A. Garfield would never have been elected a 
President of the United States. Instead of a Guiteau filling 
the public papers with his speeches in respect to the danger of 
Democratic ascendency, if opposing candidates had discussed the 
subject of the merits and antecedents of the Democracy the 
world would not have been convulsed with the mockery of woe 
for an assassinated President. Had the subjects at issue been 
discussed before the same audiences by opposing candidates at 
the election of 1860, the civil war would never have occurred, or 
at most its cause would not now be a mystery or a matter, of 
dispute between its very authors. Such discussion would have 
saved the sacrifice of twice as much wealth and human life in 
four years as has occurred in all Europe in thirty yeara Agri- 
culture would now be the great interest in the ascendant and 
commerce would now be flourishing in American ships. The 
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wealth of the country would now be tangible and invested in 
industry instead of largely consisting of debts and soulless cor- 
porations. The public domain would now belong to the govern- 
ment, and star route thieves would either not have had an 
existence or there would have been no difficulty in procuring 
their punishment by the judiciary. If the subject was discussed 
before the people they would understand that a duty of fifty 
per cent imposed upon imports taken in exchange for agricul- 
tural exports would be just as injurious to the agricultural States 
as such duty would inflict upon the fishing States if imposed 
upon the imported molasses taken in exchange for fish exported, 
and one of Massachusetts' boasted statesmen declared in Con- 
gress that such duty upon molasses " would carry devastation 
throughout New England." Had the subject of Boston rum 
been properly discussed by opposing candidates for office before 
the same assemblage of the people, sixty thousand hogsheads of 
that rum would not have been annually distilled during most of 
our history. The. Indians might now be a civilized people, 
African slavery would never to a great extent have existed in 
our country, millions of captured Africans would not have per- 
ished amidst all the horrors of the middle passage, and millions 
of Africans would not have been slaughtered in the capture of 
slaves, and millions of African children would not have perished 
around the ashes of what was once their habitations. In fine, 
Dr. Livingston would never had occasion to say in his letter to 
James Gordon Bennett, that he " wished he could forget the 
** misery the African slave trade imposed upon the people of 
** Africa." If the subject was properly discussed before the peo- 
ple they would readily conclude that it would be vastly better 
to impose an internal tax upon that Boston rum and kindred 
objects, than to impose it upon the imports taken in exchange 
for agricultural exports. 

Had the subject been properly discussed before the people, 
the free canals would have been left open to legislation instead 
of being put beyond the reach of legislation by constitutional 
prohibition. Farmers would hav% had an opportunity of con- 
sidering whether it was wise to be taxed $8,000,000 more for 
21 
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the construction of five hundred and eighty miles of canal and 
to pay for their construction, operation and improvement, in 
order to enable Canadian farmers to compete with them in their 
own market. They would have been informed that a Pacific 
railroad was opening to Canadian agriculture the finest grain 
growing region of the world, a region enjoying one hour more 
daily summer sun than the farm region of the States, and the 
people occupying those lands being free from debt and all gov- 
ernment taxation, and having their imports free from duties, 
and enjoying perfect freedom from all government interference 
with their civil, moral or industrial interests. Had the tickets 
upon that constitutional canal amendment at the election been 
all against it, instead of all for it, as was the fact, the majority 
against it would have been hundreds of thousands instead of 
hundreds of thousands for it President Garfield was right: tlie 
farmers as well as the negroes need education, in order to vote 
understandingly. January 8, 1883. 
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THE COMPROMISE OF 1850. 



Its Purport, and the Great Minds that 

Conceived it. 



Thirty years ago it was a national boast that the United States 
was the land of the Tree and the home of the brave. Of them 
the poet sung; 

** May the flag of our union be ever unfurled, 
The pride of all nations, the hope of the world." 

New York was characterized as the imperial among those States. 
The compromise policy of 1850 had been adopted by the Con- 
gressional act of 1860, in which the leading men of all parties 
had concurred, among whom was Daniel Webster at the east, 
Henry Claj' and Stephen A. Douglass at the west, John C. Cal- 
houn at the south, and James Buchanan in the central States. 
That compromise recognized State sovereignty over their civil 
and industrial interests to the fullest extent, and the same pre- 
rogative in the organized territories. That compromise recog* 
nized no tariff prerogatives in the general government, except to 
impose duties upon imports for revenue purposes exclusively. 
The general and State governments were out of debt, and the 
wealth of the nation was invested in its industries, and harmony 
and good feeling existed in and between all the States. Indi- 
vidual wealth was the fruit of industry under the natural laws 
of trade. The products of manufactures by the census; of 1860 
were $1,019,106,016, and those of agriculture were about 
$2,000,000,000, and the flourishing commerce of the country was 
principally done in American ships. 
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The only exception to all this display of national concofd, pfo^ 
perity and happiness was in Massachusetts, where the doors of 
Faneuil Hall were shut against Daniel Webster. By our com- 
mercial records in 1851, Massachusetts ships on the coast of 
Africa, engaged in the slave trade, contained 246,302 , gallons 
of rum, 2,500 muskets, and 663,599 pounds of powder. Massa- 
chusetts' policy was in the ascendent in Columbia County. The 
Stockport manufacturing capital exceeded a million of dollars, 
its railroad exceeded $200,000, its agricultural and village capital 
was about $500,000. All that property was valued by their 
assessors at $458,560, which the supervisors in their valuation 
reduced to $199,433. The income of that property exceeded 
$1,500,000. Its net income exceeded fifty per cent The gross 
income on property in Hillsdale was about $150,0^0, with only 
a net income of about three per cent. The cc»un y tax upon 
Stockport was $820, while that upon Hillsdale was $1,665. The 
town expenses of Stockport were $738, while those of Hillsdale 
were only $282. Upon that limited valuation and large town 
expenditure Stockport paid only 3.1 mills per cent, while Hills- 
dale was taxed by the supervisors 3.4 mills per cent Inflnenc<^d 
by just such a policy as prevailed in Columbia county, Massa- 
chusetts was very unhappy under the policy of the compromise 
act of 1860. To do away with that policy its people got up a 
multitude of factions and side issues. While her ships, loaded 
with rum, guns and powder, were capturing slaves on the coast 
of Africa, a faction of those people in Massachusetts professed 
to be shocked on account of the existence of slavery in the 
South, and because our national constitution recognized it they 
denounced that constitution as a covenant with hell, and our 
national flag as hate's polluted rag. While the people of Mas- 
sachusetts had opposed the acquisition of our territories, and 
had given aid and comfort to England in its attempt to take 
from us those territories, they convulsed the nation under a pro- 
fessed fear that slaves would be carried into those territories, 
and through a legalized corporation instituted a kind of civil 
war under the appellation of "Bleeding Kansas.'' Under a pro- 
fessed fear that foreigners and Catholics would gain too great 
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ascendency in the country, the order of Know Nothings was 
instituted. Though labor constituted only twenty per cent of 
the cost of manufactured productions, and we had a revenue 
duty averaging twenty-four per cent then imposed upon its im- 
ports, the manufacturers of Ma-^sachusetts got up a powerful 
faction in favor of the irapa«iition of high tariff duties in order to 
protect labor against what they were pleased to call the pauper 
labor of Europe. 

All these facts in 1856 were conglomerated into what they 
were pleased to call the Republican party. The principles of 
each of those factions involved the destruction of the principles of 
State rights or State sovereignty. Therefore Secretaiy Sherman 
was right in declaring that it was the doctrine of State rights 
that produced the civil war. For though State rights were the 
first provisions of the union and for the defence of those rights 
the StHtes were pledged in the third ftrticle of the confederation, 
every principle of Republicanism was at war with those rights 
and continues so to this day. Gen. Garfield was only partly 
right in imputing the civil war to slavery. Had not Massachu- 
setts introduced slavery into this country it would never have 
existed here, and its want of existence would have prevented its 
being one of the excuses for the civil war. 

The Republican party, constituted as I have suggested, entered 
into the contest at the election of 1860 under the dictation of 
the Governor of Massachusetts. They nominated Abraham 
Lincoln as their candidate for the Presidency. He possessed 
great good nature, much of his education had been among boat* 
men and rail-splitters, and his most prominent principle in 
official lifc/was a public expression in favor not only of State 
rights but of the right of State secession in its strongest terms* 
But be was known to possess that kind of good nature and 
yielding integrity that would make him the ready and obedient 
tool of those who had procured his election. At the election 
out of 4,6j62,170 votes Abraham Lincoln received only 1,857,337, 
being a little over one-third of the popular votes. But haying a 
majority of the electoral votes he was duly elected President. 
The platforms of principle upon which the 2|804,888 votes were 
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given against Abraham Lincoln were all in favor of the princi- 
ples of the compromise of 1860. And yet under the direction 
of the Governor of Massachusetts, who was in Washington for 
that purpose, Abraham Lincoln, without waiting for the action 
of Congress, plunged into the civil war, and forty-six days after 
his election Massachusetts troops were fighting their way through 
Baltimore to engage in that war. That war cost twice as much 
in blood and treasure as all the great wars of Europe has cost in 
thirty years. It substituted Bepublican policy for that of the 
compromise of 1850. It has raised the product of the manufac- 
tures to $5,369,667,706 as appears by the late census, while it 
has reduced those of agriculture to $2,000,000,000, being $50,- 
000,000 less than in 1860. It has thrown our commerce into 
foreign ships, our government actually paying $5,800,000 annu- 
ally to foreign ships for carrying its mails. It has corrupted the 
people, making civiJ service reform a necessity in order to avoid 
national ruin. 

In our county Stockport continues to be assessed for less than 
one-third ot its taxable property, and the supervisors in equal- 
iziiig actually reduced that assessment In vainly seeking 
redress against that abuse it has already cost the people of the 
county over ten thousand dollars, the court acting upon the sub- 
ject being a judicial accident. As vegetable fungus sprouts 
from an accumulation of filth, so the court to which the county 
has to appeal for the redress of wrongs growing out of the acts 
of the supervisors could not have an existence if the State was 
not burdened by a debt of immense millions of dollars. That 
debt has accrued : first, from a war upon the object and necessity 
of which its authors differ ; second, from the making of five 
hundred and eighty miles of canals to be opened to the free use 
of foreign agricultural productions ; and third, from the erection 
of a marble folly in Albany, the caving proclivities of which 
may cause our legislature to fear to assemble in it 

If I understand the subject of the late appeal from the action 
of the Board of Supervisors it accrued in this way : certain mem- 
bers of the Board voted against the report of the committee upon 
equalization, and in consequence of the adoption of that report 
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by the Board they refused to sign the warrants and took an 
appeal. The court, instead of redressing the wrongs in that 
report which have been obvious by existing for the last forty 
years, imposed costs upon the towns not specially aggrieved in 
that equalization other than to bear their proportion of the taxes 
that should have been borne by certain other towns. By legal 
technicalities and making redress doubtful and expensive, the 
long abuses of the past in the county may be made to continue 
for all time in the future. January 25, 1883. 
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A BURDENED INDUSTRY. 



Some of the Fruits of the Republican 

Protective Policy. 



The State and county tax upon Hillsdale in 1830 was $1,005 00 

The average annaal State and county tax upon Hillsdale from 

1840 to 1860 was about. 1,800 00 

The average annual State and county tax upon Hillsdale from 

1 860 to 1880 was about , 6,000 00 

The average annual State and county tax upon HOlsdale in 1880 

was 7,416 00 

The State and county tax upon Stockport in 18S9 was 627 00 

The State and county tax upon Stockport from 1840 to 1860 

averaged annually about 1,400 00 

The average annual State and county tax upon Stockport from 

1860 to 1880 was about 4,500 00 

The State and county tax upon Stockport in 1880 was 3,537 00 

The annual average income on real estate in Hillsdale from 1840 

to 1880 was about 170,000 

The annual average income on real estate in Stockport from 

1840 to 1880 was about 1,500,000 

The annual average expenditure of the U. S. Qovemment from 

1840 to 1860 was about 55,000,000 

The annual average expenditure of the U. S. Qovemment from 

1860 to 1880 was about 300,000,000 

The expenditure of the U. S. Government in 1882 has been 

about 404,000.000 

The average annual State and county tax upon Columbia county 

from 1840 to 1860 was about 70,000 

The average annual State and county tax upon Ck>lumbia county 

from 1860 to 1880 was about 180,000 

The State and county tax upon Ck>lumbia county in 1880 was. . 197,468 

The State and county tax upon Columbia county in 1839 was. . 1^,087 



A BURDENED INDUSTRY. 165 

In McPherson's " Hand Book," and also on the 22d and 23d 
pages of the ** Centennial Gazetteer," it appears that by the cen- 
sus of 1870, 6,922,471 laborers in agriculture, with a capital of 
$9,299,682,290, produced an income of $2,447,538,658. On the 
27th page it appears that 2,053,996 male and female laborers in 
manufactures, with a capital of $2,118,208,769, produced an 
income of $4,232,325,442. The cost of labor and raw material 
in those manufactures was $3,264,011,585. The net proceeds 
was $968,313,857, or over forty-five per cent upon the capital 
invested. 

It appears now by the late census that over 7,000,000 laborers 
in agriculture, with a capital of over $12,000,000,000, has pro- 
duced an income of only about $2,000,000,000 ; while with only 
a moderately increased expense of capital and labor, the products 
of the manufacturers amounted to $5,369,667,706. One thous- 
and million of those products of the manufactures are the fruit 
of the protective policy, and eighty per cent of it is a tax upon 
the farms in the country, and eighty per cent of all the other 
taxes imposed upon the people are paid by the farmers. Every 
year's delay in the repeal of that protective policy puts a thous- 
and millions of dollars into the pockets of those manufacturers. 
As an excuse for such delay the late worthless committee was 
created, who could have got more reliable information in one week 
among the official documents than in a life- time tramp over the 
country. Those oppressed farmersareamajority of the adult popu- 
lation in our country, and if they suffer themselves to be longer 
imposed upon as they have been for the past twenty years, they 
are hardly deserving public sympathy. It will be seen by the 
foregc^ng that by the census pf 1870 the net profits of the manu- 
facturers were over forty-five per cent ; the labor expended in 
these 4,200,000,000 of gross income was $775,584,343, being only 
nineteen per cent of their cost of production, so that a duty of 
nineteen per cent would give an incidental benefit equal to the 
whole cost of their production, a fact that existed in 1846, and I 
called the attention of Congress to it in that year, as the published 
proceedings of Congress will show. And yet, through a howling 
for the protection of labor in manufactures, an average duty of 
22 
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fifty per cent, has been imposed upon all imports taken in 
exchange for agricultural exports. That action has reduced the 
products of agriculture to but a little over one-third of the pro- 
ducts of the manufacturers ; whereas, if left to the natural laws 
of trade, the products of agriculture would exceed that of all 
other industries and would supply the agricultural markets of 
the world. But that policy has caused commerce to suflfer even 
more than agriculture 

The declared object of the union of the States was the pro- 
tection of commerce, and for its protection the government was 
given sovereign control over it But, instead of protecting, it 
has been almost driven from the ocean in American ships, and 
in its stead at least $150,000,000 is annually paid to foreign 
ships to do our commerce for us. In fact, $5,800,000 is actually 
paid to foreign ships for carrying the U. S. mails. The cupidity 
that has produced biich effects upon agriculture and commerce 
is grasping to get the sovereign control of all the reserved pre- 
rogatives of the States. It is notorious that an honest man among 
our government officers is a great rarity, as they are the creatures 
of a corrupted ballot box. They are notoriously debauchees, 
and yet because a few practice polygamy beyond the Eocky 
Mountains, they are seeking to usurp sovereign control over the 
morals of the country. Thirty-three per cent of the population 
in the Southern States are Africans, whom the cupidity of Bos- 
ton rum distillers have forced upon them. Because that African 
population cannot read, our corrupt, debauched, knavish govern- 
ment is seeking to usurp sovereign control o.ver the educational 
interests of our country. 

How much longer will farmers and commercial men consent 
to be thus imposed upon? Manufacturing laborers, whose treat- 
ment has caused an official bureau in Massachusetts to declare 
that it made them blush for their native State, would gladly 
have the yoke loosened upon their necks. The protective policy 
has created hatred between the people in the different States, 
and provoked and inaugurated civil war, and destroyed the 
union by pinning the States together with bayonets. Those 
bavonets in the future if not in the hands of Chinese and Afri- 
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cans, may be in the hands of five hundred and eighty thousand 
pensioners, with a sprinkling of National Guards, for whose 
dancing saloon ^ door-keeper even the people will have to be 
soundly taxed. February 1, 1883. 
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FIRST PRINCIPLES. 



The Sovereignty of the People. —How our 
Free Institutions may be Preserved. 



It was announced to the world by the makers of the Federal 
constitution, and by President Washington in his farewell 
address, that our free institutions could not be preserved without 
a frequent recurrence to our first principles, the most prominent 
of which were sovereignty of the people of the States and terri- 
tories over all their civil and industrial interests. Such were the 
most prominent first principles under the crown and under the 
confederacy and constitution. The crown had the appointment 
of the governors in the territories, but the people by their char- 
ters were to be sovereign over all their internal interests. 

It was the violation of that principle that brought the war of 
the Revolution. It was the first principle in the articles of the 
confederation that the States reserved that sovereignty, and all 
the States were pledged to defend each State in the exercise of 
that sovereignty. The first declared object of the Federal con- 
stitution was to perfect the union under the confederation. To 
avoid imposition by political knaves I will cite the dictionary 
definition of union to be "a voluntary contact of bodies in con- 
tradistinction to a connection of bodies held together by a chain 
or a cord or by force." With this definition I will present the 
declared objects for which the constitution was made. 

First, to form a more perfect union or voluntary connection of 
States. Second, to establish justice as between the States. Third 
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to insure domestic tranquility in the family of States. Fourth, 
to provide for the coramoa defence of the States. Fifth, to pro- 
mote the general welfare ; and sixth, to secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity. For each and all these 
objects the constitution was made, and the violation of any of 
those objects by force destroyed the union. Those objects were 
unamendable, while every provision of the constitution was 
subject to amendment but three, which were : First, by New 
England votes the African slave trade was not to be obstructed 
for a certain period. Second, taxes was to be imposed upon 
States in proportion to population rather than wealth ; and third, 
that no State should be deprived of its equal suffrage in the 
senate without regard to its number of people. The first of the 
objects for which the union was made has been destroyed by the 
most unnecessary and destructive war that ever disgraced human- 
ity. That war had been provoked, commenced and prosecuted 
In behalf of the great destroyers and violators of all the other 
objects for which the union was made. Those great destroyers 
and violators were the distillation of Boston rum in connection 
with the African slave trade and the great protective tariff policy. 
Bestowing bounties, favors and wealth upon one industrial 
interest in our country at the expense of others, is a government 
prerogative never claimed or exercised under the crown or con- 
templated under the confederacy or constitution. The policy 
that makes the few very rich and the many very poor is one of 
the greatest acts of injustice, and has produced discord and civil 
war in the family of States. The policy that has destroyed our 
commerce in American ships, and while the wealth of our coun- 
try has been doubled, has prevented the increase of agricultural 
productions during the past twenty years, is far from providing 
for the general welfare. The policy that for long years filled a 
portion of our country with African slaves and has bestowed 
such treatment upon laborers in other portions of our country as 
to make philanthropic men blush for their country, is far from 
insuring to us and our posterity the blessings of liberty. 

The prerogatives of the government are simple and easily 
understood The government was created and exists simply to 
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promote the interests o! commerce and diplomacy, and its ordi*> 
nary sappoit should be drawn from those sources through duties 
upon imports. If involved in wars or other circumstances in the 
protection of those interests, the expense should not be imposed 
upon commerce, as the teii'iency would be to destroy the very 
object the government was created to support But such expenses 
should be imposed upon property for which purpose the consti^ 
tution had conferred upon the government concurrent jurisdic- 
tion with the States. Though imposed upon States upon the 
basis of population, the tax should be levied upon property, of 
which corporate property and property obtained through knavery 
or favoritism should bear their full share. Such policy would 
soon enable us to pay our debts without oppressing the people, 
and would enable us to compete in all markets with those of 
British America, as we soon shall have occasion to do. Such 
policy would remove the growing prejudices of other people and 
keep open to us the agricultural markets of the world, which 
will otherwise soon be closed against us. 

But Jesuit Know-Nothingism, which was the foundation of 
the Republican party, so far preponderates in our country, that 
the protective tariff policy is in the ascendant, though even 
declared to be unconstitutional by the most prominent of the 
judicial men of our country, and has been so decided by the 
Supreme Court of the United States ; and also while its opera- 
tions have been so disastrous and destructive to commerce and 
agriculture, and so corrupting to morals and religion. Know- 
Nothingism must still preponderate in our country, or the late 
Board of Supervisors would not have valued certain towns in 
the county two-thirds too low while others were valued in full, 
and the expenses of the county would not have been made so 
much greater than they should have been. Then, too, from a 
judicial case now pending and popular expressions upon it, it 
lobks as though horse thieves might find among us an asylum 
for their plunder, if they happened to be shrewd, clever fellows, 
and would spend the spoils among us. 

Not content with getting the control of the Republican party, 
that Jesuitical Know-Nothingism sought by its secret pantomime 
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operations to get the control of the Democratic party as early as 
1855, and I should judge by recent developments that it is seek- 
ing to get control of the Masonic institutions. 
February 6, 1883. 
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LITTLE AND BIG STEALING. 



Inconsistency of Human Action, and Ine- 
quality of Human Laws. 



The people generally will look upon the horse thief Wilcox 
with disgust But for his audacity in stealing hens and horses, 
by the organized plunderers who form a numerous class in the 
community he will be considered a hero, and may secretly be 
pensioned for his suflferings. Which, in the sight of Heaven, is 
the most wicked, to steal a horse or a hen, or to steal millions 
under a Credit Mobilier or Star Route organization ? Which is 
the most wicked in the sight of Heaven, to deprive a man of his 
horse, or to deprive an innocent woman ot her life ? And yet, 
in our present state of society, we inflict ignominious punish- 
ment upon the horse thief, while the highest honors are bestowed 
upon the plunderer of millions. A great actor in the Credit 
Mobilier steal has been made a President of the United States. 
He owed his election to the Star Route plunderers, and it would 
have been natural for him to have made Dorsey his great comp- 
troller — his confidential adviser. He owed his electipn, too, to a 
treaty made at Mentor, and it would have been natural for him 
to have made the negotiator there another of his advisers, not- 
withstanding Senator Sprague had driven him from his premises 
with a shot gun. His election was promoted by the eloquence 
of a Guiteau, and he might ultimately have gratified his wish by 
an appointment to a foreign mission. With a government thus 
constituted, and with what they were pleased to call ** the perni- 
cious doctrine of States rights " annihilated, and in exercising 
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such claimed prerogatives as existed in England before Charles 
the First lost his head and James the Second bad lost bis tbrone, 
and before the Stuart dynasty had been changed to that of 
Brandenburgh, the stealers of horses and hens and the plunderers 
of the estates of deceased citizens might be holding independent 
sway amongst us. They attempt to justify their conduct by the 
representation that "all others areas corrupt as themselves." 
Their slanderous tongues and pens are used to tarnish the names 
of the purest men of our country. The glories of Greece are 
inseparable frpm the names of Arisledes and Miltiades, and so is 
that of our country inseparable from that of the name of George 
Washington, and yet to justify their crimes attempts are now- 
made to tarnish the name of even Washington by representations 
of an old woman who made observations from a garret window. 
The bond of the union of the States was to be mutual benefits. 
Official knaves have converted the union into a connection of 
States pinned together with bayonets. The first declared object 
of the union was to promote the interests of commerce. Official 
knaves have thrown commerce into foreign ships at an annual 
expense to the people of $140,000,000. Even $5,800,000 is 
annually paid to foreign ships for carrying the U. S. mails. 
Diplomacy was the second object of the union, and official knaves 
are used to fill diplomatic positions. The knave employed to 
procure the first collision of arms in the civil war was made 
minister to Portugal. A minister to England had to use his 
diplomatic badge to avoid arrest by a constable. A minister to 
China, after making a pernicious treaty, entered into the service 
of the half-civilized government to which he had been accredited. 
And a recent minister has been appointed who had been the 
Judge Advocate in procuring the execution of an innocent 
woman. After such a disposition of the real prerogatives of the 
government, official knaves are now seeking to have the govern- 
ment usurp the reserved prerogatives of the States. Instead of 
having the wealth of the people consist of property invested in 
the industries, official knaves have already made a majority of 
that wealth consist of the watered stocks of corporations, or of 
county, State and nation^ debts, held by the few and used to 
23 
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impoverish and corrupt the people. After having scandalized 
our country at home and abroad by their debaucheries and cor- 
ruptions, they are seeking to usurp the control over the morals 
of the people within the States. After having for centuries 
used Boston rum in colonizing certain of the States with cap- 
tured Africans, they are now seeking to usurp the educational 
prerogatives within States in consequence of the want of educa- 
tion among those Africans. But their long usurped interference 
with the agricultural interests of the country had wrought the 
greatest mischief after all. When left to the ijatural laws of 
trade the products of agriculture vastly exceeded that of all the 
other industrial interests, while now, through the influence of 
those usurpations, the agricultural products are less than half of 
those of the manufacturers alone, and yet eighty per cent of all 
the enormous taxes heaped upon the people have been imposed 
upon agricultura Over one-third of those agricultural produc- 
tions have found a foreign market which has sustained the agri- 
culture of the country to the present time. And yet, in that 
foreign market official knaves have caused fifty per cent duty 
to be imposed upon the imports taken in exchange for agricul- 
tural exports. Those knaves are now beginning to suggest that 
it would be good policy for the government to usurp the pre- 
rogative of prohibiting the exportation of agricultural products 
altogether, for they say it is exhausting our soil to do so. So 
has recently declared Senator Morill of Vermont 

As a humble farmer I will take the liberty to make some 
suggestions upon that subject The food of vegetables are the 
breath, excrement and exhalations of animals, and the decayed 
substance of vegetation itself. These substances are either 
absorbed by the leaves of vegetation or are exhaled into the 
atmosphere and fed to the roots of vegetation by the dew and 
rain. Those exhalations from among our surroundings, and 
from the thousands of miles along the shores of the Mississippi 
and its tributaries, and the thousands of miles along the shores of 
the Amazon, Oronoke and Eio de la Plata rivers, all poured into 
the Gulf of Mexico, from which it is taken along our coast by the 
Gulf stream to the Arctic Ocean at the rate of four miles an hour, 
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fend thirty miles wide, and ten degrees warmer than the ocean 
through which it runs. The exhalations from that stream are 
carried ovejour continent by isothermal winds, and fed to vege- 
tation by dew and rain, those soils profiting most which have 
the most retentive character. In illustration of this subject I 
will quote from the report of Peter Imrie, an English Lanark- 
shire delegate to Canada. He reported that " the prosperity of 
**the United States was due to the fact that they were able to 
"produce wheat more cheaply than any other country, but 
** Canada could produce wheat more cheaply than the United 
" States, and that there was a hundred millions of acres capable 
"of producing thirty bushels of wheat to the acre, and as much 
** more capable of producing twenty bushels per acre, the fer- 
" tililizing nature of the soil in the latter not being so deep as 
"the former, being mixed with sand. And that the former 
" might have an annual crop and not require manuring for a 
"generation^" 

The Canada Pacific railfoad will open that fertile region to 
commerce this very year. Ninety-seven thousand people have 
immigrated to it during the past year. Being free from debt 
and taxation, and their imports free from duties, they will take 
from the farmers of the United States the markets to which they 
have exported during the past year over $800,000,000 of their 
agricultural productions. And they will meet the farmers of 
the States in their own market, while the farmer of New York 
will be taxed near six hundred thousand dollars annually in 
order to keep open lor their benefit five hundred and eighty 
miles of free canals. Then the agricultural interests of out 
country will pass into foreign hands, as the commercial interest 
has done. All through the influence of the high protective 
policy. When the foreign grain market can be supplied by their 
own people they will impose high duties upon our agricultural 
exports in retaliation for the high duties we have imposed upon 
them during long years in the past 

February 13, 1883. 
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SECESSION OF MASSACHUSfiXTS. 



^•» 



What Occurred when Massachusetts With- 
drew from the Union. 



When applying to the king for a charter to territory in 
America, the people of New England suggested the fisheries to 
be their object for immigration. The principal maiket for their 
fish has ever been the West Indies, where it has been exchanged 
for an inferior quality of molasses. The only use for that molas- 
ses has been to be distilled into Boston rum, where its quantity 
has not nnfrequently exceeded one gallon for each adult citizen 
of the United States. A surplus of that rum has ever been the 
mainspring of the African slave trada By the unanimous votes 
of the New England delegates that slave trade was provided for 
in the federal constitution. So important was that slave trade 
considered that Fisher Ames, of Massachusetts, declared, in the 
first Congress, that to impose duties upon the molasses of which 
rum was made would carry devastation throughout New Eng- 
land. The fisheries and that molasses, rum and slave trade^ 
constituted the cherished interests of Massachusetts which suf- 
fered by the war of 1812, and constituted her excuse for with- 
drawing from the Union and making common cause with the 
enemy. After the war she came sneaking back into the Union, 
and time has demonstrated that her motive was not patriotism 
but plunder. Time has demonstrated that her object was not to 
enjoy the common benefits of commerce and diplomacy, but to 
deprive the States of their reserved sovereignty over their civil 
and industrial interests, and to destroy the union of the States, 



SECESSION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 177 

by making them a collection of States pinned together with 
bayonets. 

Their motives of plunder have been exhibited in a great 
variety of ways during our whole history. A free list has been 
created by which her imports to a great extent have been free 
from duties, while high duties have been imposed upon the im- 
ports of others. Those duties have been made enormously high 
in order to enable her to sell her products above the common 
market of the world. From the treasury thus created she had 
drawn immense millions of dollars by way of tonnage bounties 
upon her fisheries and by way of drawbacks upon fish and rum 
exported, and upon imported salt. Her crowning act has been 
to foment discord and hatred among the people and between the 
States, and then to plunge them into the civil war in which she 
has converted sixteen thousand millions of actual wealth into 
thirty thousand millions of wealth largely consisting of debts 
and watered corporate stocks of which she has possessed herself, 
and has deprived the government of all the most valuable of the 
public domain. While the treasury has been Replenished by an 
internal tax of seventy cents per gallon on all other liquors dis- 
tilled, sixty thousand hogsheads annually of Boston rum has 
been exempted from that tax. From the treasury thus replen- 
ished five nuUion five hundred thousand dollars have been 
drawn to pay for the trespass of Massachusetts fishermen upon 
the fishing grounds of others ; and near seven hundred thousand 
dollars have been drawn from that treasury to pay for twenty 
thousand Massachusetts troops which fifty-two years before had 
been put in the field to give aid and comfort to the enemy in 
the war of 1812, and at the very time that Massachusetts was 
then out of the union and the treasonable Hartford conventioa 
was in session. 

" Thou almost makes me waver in my faith 
To embrace opinions with Pythagoras, 

That souls of beasts infuse themselves into the tnmks of men. 
For thy designs are wolfish." 

The Republican party consists of a multiplicity of side issues^ 
evidently combuied for the wolfish motive of plunder. Their 
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greatest side issue, through which they drew a thousand milHond 
of plunder annually from the people, is a protective tariff, and 
through which by discriminations they are freed from taxation 
themselves, while enormous taxes are heaped upon others. They 
have enjoyed their plunder till their products are two-fold greater 
than all the other industries of the country. They ask its con* 
tinuance to enable them to protect American labor, while the 
treatment of their laborers has caused an official bureau to report 
that they " blushed for their native State." Another of their side 
issues is a furious howling against slavery where it has existed 
only by inheritance, while they are acting in alliance with its 
authors who have ever made the African slave trade to be one 
of their most cherished interests. Another of their side issues 
is a howling for temperance while . acting with those whose 
untaxed Boston rum has ever exceeded one gallon for each adult 
male citizen of the United States. Another of their side issued 
is a howling against pauperage and crime^ while official docu' 
raents show that three-fold more pauperage and crime exists 
among those with whom they are in alliance than exists else- 
where, either in America or Europe. Another of their side 
issues is a howling for the union of the States, while they are 
acting in concert with those who have used the sword and purse 
to convert the union of the States into a collection of States 
pinned together with bayonets, and who are claiming arbitrary 
power in the executive head of the government 

Every side issue that has ever been got up or will be got up 
in the future will ultimately be used to distract the Democratic 
party, and to act in alliance with the conglomerate Republican 
party, and to aid them in their schemes for plunder. Such has 
been the characteristics of Know Nothings and Anti-Masons. 
The present Anti-Monopoly party is an exampla While howl- 
ing against monopoly, a late number of their leading organ 
tacitly indorsed the foolish deceptive arguments of a correspond- 
ent in favor of the very cause of the existence of those monopolies. 
As an evidence that they are not acting from motives of principle 
or patriotism, their editorials show conclusively* In a late col- 
timn of a leading organ of that party it is claimed that because 
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they have favored Democratic principles in a late political cam- 
paign, the Democracy should now come under their banner and 
support all their dogmas. In a trying hour they will be found 
acting with the other side issues in carrying plunder to political 
wolves. Even professed Democratic editors and statesmen, who 
would throw a cloud over the fair fame of George Washington 
by quoting the declarations of an old woman who had made 
observations from a garret window ; or who would falsify the 
record of Alexander Hamilton ; or who would charge the makers 
of the Federal Constitution with having monarchial proclivities ; 
or who would advocate a protective tariff; or who claim that the 
executive head of our government possessed arbitrary powers, 
need looking to. It must be remembered that there was a Judas 
even among the Apostles. 

If the New England States desire arbitrary power in their 
executive head, they should be allowed its indulgence separate 
from the other States, and among their own four millions of 
people. The present Governor of Massachusetts would admira- 
bly discharge that duty for them. If they desire to use their 
rum as the mainspring to the Eastern African slave trade under 
the late treaty with the Queen of Madagascar, they should have 
the exclusive reputation of it. If they desire to indulge their 
wolfish proclivities under a protective tariflf, their plunder should 
be confined to their own people, and not be allowed to extend 
to the people of other States. Their separation from the other 
States for the purpose of such indulgence would be very simple, 
and much more reputable than the separation of Massachusetts 
from the other States in the war of 1812. The other States 
could then go quietly back to the first principles under the 
Federal Constitution, under which the British North American 
Colonies doubtless, in a few years, would join them, by changing 
the commercial and diplomatic prerogative from the Crown to 
the United States. That change would doubtless meet the 
approbation of England and the commercial world. Under that 
policy New York, in her own ships, in a few years would become 
the greatest commercial city in the world. It would open to the 
farmers of the States, for their productions, an annual market 
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for two thousand millions of dollars, and would give a three-fold 
value to their landa A duty of twenty per cent upon imports 
would give to the manufacturers within the States an incidental 
protection to the amount of the whole cost of their labor. And 
thus, under the natural laws of trade, the industrial interests of 
the people of the States would be in the enjoyment of universal 
prosperity. February 20, 1883. 



IGNORING THE CONSTITUTION. 181 



IGNORING THE CONSTITUTION. 



Crimes that have been Committed in its 
Name, in Violation of its Provisions. 



The Uaited States of America once formed a glorious union, 
in which while they retained sovereignty to themselves indi- 
vidually over all their internal, civil and industrial interests, they 
conferred upon a general government sovereignty over all their 
external, commercial, and diplomatic interests. All questions and 
controversies that had arisen among them during a period of 
sixty-eight years were settled by the compromise of 1850, which 
a most respectable historian says gave good satisfaction to an 
overwhelming majority of the people of the Union ; and Mr, 
Clay's acta in effecting that adjustment constituted the crowning 
glory of his life. The ten years subsequent to that adjustment 
was the glorious era of the United States. Then a conglomera- 
tion of factions under side issues, among which Boston rum- 
distilling African slave-traders and Know-Nothings,, and the 
denouncers of the Union and the nation's flag, got control of the 
sword and purse of the nation, and after having used them to 
wade through oceans of blood are now claiming that the union 
of States has been changed to a collection of States pinned 
together with bayoneta They claim, as stated in late numbers 
of the American BegisteTy that acts of the President when not 
immediately controverted by Congress becomes the law of the 
land, changing the constitution and even the objects for which 
the constitution was mada They claim that by section^ ninth 
of article first of the ooostitution the President can at his own 
24 
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discretion suspend the writ of habeas corpus, and then, by sec- 
tion first of article second, can exercise at his own volition all 
the prerogatives of the most absolute monarch. 

Against the last assumption the constitution has made the 
most ample provision. In the 18th clause of section 8 of article 
first it is provided that " Congress shall make all the laws neces- 
" sary and proper for carrying into execution all the powers of 
" the government of the United States or in any department or 
"any ofiicer thereo£" This of course embraces the President, 
who can exercise no prerogative under the constitution till Con- 
gress shall pass some act authorizing it. This provision in the 
constitution is one of the first principles of our government, to 
which we may recur and then compare it with the acts of Eepub- 
licans under such policy as is suggested in the American Register, 

In March, 1861, Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated President 
of the United States, with a power behind the throne greater 
than the throne itself — that power being the person of John A. 
Andrew, the Governor of Massachusetts. Influenced by that 
authority behind the throne, and in opposition to his own 
declared opinion of his constitutional prerogative, just thirty 
days after his inauguration. President Lincoln sent seven ships, 
carrying 285 guns, and 2,400 men, to deprive South Carolina of 
that sovereignty over Fort Sumpter conferred upon that State 
by an actual act of Congress, and by force of arms to usurp 
to the general government a sovereignty over that fort which, 
by that act of Congress, only gave a jurisdiction for a contin- 
gency that did not exist This act of the President brought on 
a collision of arms j on the part of South Carolina to defend its 
sovereignty, and on the part of the government to deprive the 
State of that sovereignty. Just forty-one days after his inaugu- 
ration, the President, by his proclamation, called for the raising 
of 75,000 troops, when, by the twelfth clause of section 8, of 
article 1 of the constitution. Congress alone had the power to 
raise armies for thkt object, and could only make appropriations 
for a limited period. On the 3d of May the President, by pro- 
clamation, called for the raising of 64,700 more troops. On the 
10th of May the President, by proclamation, suspended the writ 
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of habeas corpus, although there was no act of Congress author- 
izing it, as provided in the tenth clause of section 8 of article 1 
of the constitution. The President conferred that prerogative 
upon his subordinate civil and military officers, so that it was 
their boast that, *' by the tinkling of a bell they could cause the 
arrest of any citizen in any part of the United States." For the 
mere expression of opinions, citizens and editors were arrested 
and imprisoned, notwithstanding the constitution had expressly 
provided that the freedom of speech and of the press should not 
be abridged. The mandates of the Chief Justice of the United 
States, declaring the action of the President to be unconstitu- 
tional, were disregarded and set at defiance. As early as the 
19th of April the President ordered a blockade of the southern 
ports, when, by the laws of nations, even Congress had not the 
right to order such blockade, except in belligerent war, which 
certainly did not then exist. Belligerent war can only exist 
among sovereignties, a prerogative which Eepublicans deny that 
States ever possessed. 

Under the circumstances, as I have suggested, the civil war 
commenced, costing eventually twice as much blood and treasure 
as all the wars in Europe cost in thirty years. That war 
destroyed the union of the States. It converted a union of States 
into a connection of States pinned together with bayonets. That 
sovereignty of States, reserved in the confederation and perfected 
in the constitution, was recognized by hundreds of acts of Con- 
gress. It was recognized in every transfer of territory from 
States, and in the erection of every fort, lighthouse, etc., within 
the limits of States. And yet that sovereignty Eepublicans call 
a pernicious doctrine, and deny that it ever had existence. They 
claim that that pernicious doctrine was the cause of the civil 
war, and all the blood and treasure expended in it. The war, 
to put down that pernicious doctrine of State rights, has created 
over five hundred and eighty thousand pensioners or applicants 
for pensions, at an annual expense of hundreds of millions of 
dollars. Of course, then, the hundreds of thousands of crippled 
soldiers that are now virtually disfranchised fought to sustain 
the doctrine of State rights. 
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For centuries the people of New England monopolized the 
African slave trada Their Boston rum has been its maiaspring. 
Their united votes caused that trade to be protected under the 
Federal Constitution. The rum used in that trade long drew 
bounties from the national treasury. It has ever been exempted 
from the internal tax imposed upon the distillation of other 
liquors. The King of Dahomy has been their agent in that 
trade on the west coast of Africa, and the Queen of Madagascar 
on the east coast That slavery by some is claimed to be the 
cause of the civil war with all its direful consequences. Shocked 
by the horrors of that slave trade, nations have united in calling 
it piracy, and governments in Europe have invited that of the 

United States to aid in its suppression, which invitation has 

been treated with silent contempt Cargoes of Boston rum have 

been annually sent for its continuance, and a recent treaty made 

with the Queen of Madagascar has doubtless been made to 

increase its facilities. 

The action of the present Congress indicate a disposition to 

increase all the evils of the protective tariff policy, and the 

reasonings in the columns of the late American Register and the 

antecedents of Republicans during the past twenty years are 

intended to inculcate the doctrine that the President has the 

constitutional power to establish arbitrary government here at 

his pleasure. These indications call to mind Lord Byron's 

expression in respect to George the Third in his Vision of 

Judgment: 

** A better fanner ne'er brushed dew from lawn, 
A worse King never left a realm undone. " 

While the African slave trade and tariff policy and aspirations 
for arbitrary government are yet exerting their baleful influences 
among us, it gives a painful impression that the best Governor 
Massachusetts ever had would make a very dangerous President 
of the Unite<l States. If too many members of the next Con- 
gress, under the influence of secret understandings or side issues, 
shall not be found to be Democrats with the Democracy left out, 
they will save the sinking liberties of our country by perma- 
nently restoring the first principles of our government 

March 6, 1883. 
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 



His Work and his Traclucers.~A Rebuke 
to the "American Register/' 



** The tyrant of the Chersonese 

Was freedom's best and bravest friend, 
That tyrant was Miltiades; 

O, that the present hour would lend 
Another despot of the kind, 
Such chains as his were sure to bind/^ 

Alexander Hamilton may be considered to be the Miltiadea 
of our country. Every unfavorable expression in respect to 
him by the much-esteemed editor of the American Register gives 
me a painfully unpleasant shock. He did aot agree with sonde 
of our patriarch fathers in respect to the Executive department of 
our government,' but he was the clearest and strongest advocate 
of our most important principles, particularly of those of States 
rights and States sovereignty. He particularly defined how 
two sovereignties could exist under our institutions, and said 
emphatically that States could not lose their sovereignty till the 
whole American people were robbed of their liberties. He did 
desire that the Executive department of our government should 
be modeled after that of England. If the Executive depart* 
ment of our government has usurped the prerogatives now 
claimed by the editor of the American Register^ that of England 
is greatly to be preferred. If the Executive of our government, 
by suspending the writ of habeas corpus at its pleasure, can be 
in the exercise of arbitrary power, the safety of the crown of 
England has long depended on having its ministry in harmony 
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with popular sentiment, when permanently expressed through 
Parliament Our government, as originally created, consisted 
of a House, representing the numbers of the people, and a Senate, 
representihg the States, and an Executive, which, under the 
18th clause of section 8, article 1 of the constitution, could not 
exercise any of its vested prerogatives till Congress should have 
made a provision for its execution. 

The government thus constituted possessed sovereignty over 
the commerce and diplomacy of the States, while the States 
reserved sovereignty over their civil and industrial interests. 
The general government had to depend upon its commerce for 
its source of revenue, to be derived from duties upon imports. 
From that source of revenue the States were excluded. For 
services which the general government rendered the States, it 
had a concurrent jurisdiction with the States to tax the people. 
For that purpose the constitution wisely changed the expression 
from " We the States " in the confederacy to '* We the People." 
It was so expressly changed to avoid any exercise of force 
between the government and the States. In respect to tariffs, 
the ordinary expenses of the government, in all its departments 
and in the exercise of its commercial and diplomatic prerogatives, 
should be paid out of revenues derived from duties upon im- 
ports. But all its other expenses, which might accrue from 
insurrection or war, or internal improvements rendered upon the 
invitation of States, should be paid from revenues derived from 
taxation upon property. Under such an arrangement the duties 
upon imports would never exceed twenty per cent, which, while 
it would not be oppressive, yet would incidentally extend a 
benefit to manufacturers to the amount of the cost of their labor. 
The levying of any protective duties would violate the letter 
and spirit of our Federal Constitution, and unjustly injure our 
commerce and agriculture, and be ungenerous in respect to the 
nations with whom we are now having friendly commercial rela- 
tions, exceeding a thousand millions of dollars annually, and 
would ultimately provoke retaliation. It produced the British 
corn laws in 1842, which were repealed after our passage of the 
revenue tariff in 1846. Our present ungenerous tariff laws are 
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causing the erection of the Canadian Pacific railroad, which will 
greatly injure, if it does not nearly work the ruin of the agri- 
culture of the States. March 26, 1883. 
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A TOWN MATTER. 



Something Wrong in the Hillsdale Road 

Commissioner's Office. 



There seems to be something looking very much like knavery 
in moat oflBcial positions in our country from the highest to the 
lowest As an example we will take the humble position of 
Road Commissioner in the town of Hillsdale. His principal duty 
was the filling out and distributing some forty road warrants. His 
charge for services was sixty-six dollars, being over one dollar 
and fifty cents for every road warrant. He did not specify the 
objects for which the charges were made, as the law required. 
In contemplation of la'v there should have been 990 days' labor 
taxed upon the roads, being twenty-five days to the mile, to 
which the Overseer could add one-third. The Commissioner 
taxed 1,886 days upon the roads without reporting any reason 
for having done so. By specifying the object he had the author- 
ity to have $250 taxed upon the town for the benefit of roads 
and bridges. He procured the taxation j)f $500 without even 
specifying the particular objects. 

When the town had recently expended more than enough to 
build all its bridges new, he has charged for plank enough to 
cover one- fourth of them without specifying where they were used 
or what disposition had been made of them, as the law required. 
Without specifying where, as the law required, he has charged 
enough to supply ten weak road districts with twenty days' labor, 
each, notwithstanding he had nearly doubled the per diem labor 
upon the town. Instead of paying the money to the Overseers 
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that they might employ labor with teams at two dollars per day 
as provided by law, he has paid five dollars per day for such 
labor with team without specifying where, as the law required. 
He did not report all the public money he received, as the law 
apecifically required, and as he was bound by his official oath. 
He only repcJrted the money received from bis predecessor, whea 
he had personally received oear one hijncjred dollars commutar 
tion money, ^i8 employes ipobbed men who attempted to 
improv^ the side- walks in front of their premises. 

So highly were all these services appreciated that he ran near 
fL hundred ?,bove the ticket at the late town election for the same 
office, and it is said that his friends have given notice that he is 
to be our next Supervisor. With him for our Supervisor, and 
the indicted Chautauqua county Senator for Qovernor, and Star 
Boute thieves for President and Vice-President and foreign min- 
isters, what a triumph of Eepublicanism it would be. Such men 
as him who surrendered a superior arncjy in the war of 1812 
without firing a gun, and such seamen as surrendered a superior 
ship in eleven minutes in that war without Qring a broadside, 
oould be placed at the head of our armies and navy. Africans 
imd 4^siatios on our public domain, with leaders educated 
specially for th^t purpose, could be our protectors. For tl^eij? 
^Gommodation dancing saloon armories could be established in 
every county, and cheaply warmed at six hundred dollars a year, 
J.{ men chanced to die with a few thousand 4oU^rs laying loose 
in their desks, it could be slyly used under an e:^cu8e foi^ pro? 
tecting reputation, and extraordinary claims could be trie4 against 
his estate while the judiciary was fishing upon the Qopake pond. 
When suoh a time shall have arrived we may feel asgifr^d tb^J 
(;be millennium is near. March 31, 188§; 
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THE MATTER OF WILLS. 



Provisions of our Laws Relating Thereto, 
with a Local Application. 



■ . » ♦ 



An editorial in the Christian Union^ copied in one of our 
county papers on March 15th, under the caption of " Outrageous 
Wills," calls in question the wisdom of our laws upon that sub^ 
ject. The law enables a wealthy wife to bequeath all her property 
to strangers, to avoid which the husband should ever treat her 
with kindly consideration. On the other hand, the property of 
the husband must, during life, support the widowed wife, in 
proportion to his circumstances ; and he cannot deprive her of 
non-assets and a dower in his real estate. A desire for more 
would be a great inducement to her to treat him with kindly 
consideration. In these respects the law appears to be wisa If 
they love each other, one of the pangs of death is the thought of 
parting. That pang would be increased by the thought that 
some stranger might step in and cause their former loves to be 
forgotten. Under such circumstances it is not surprising that 
husbands generally prefer that blood relations should enjoy the 
bulk of their wealth rather than such stranger. A law is not 
unwise that enables them to make such provisions. 

A case has recently occurred in Hillsdale in which these pro* 
visions of law are illustrated. A wealthy gentleman had long 
been making gifts to bis blood relations, thousands of dollars 
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t)f wtich passed into my hands. He had also beea bestowing 
favors to the parents of his wife, among which was the use of a 
farm costing $15,000. By his will he bequeathed $25,000 to 
his blood relations, and also $25,000 to his wife, among which 
Was the $15,000 farm. His love for her, however, prompted 
him to make the bequest to her subject to the condition of not 
getting married in the future. The provisions of the will were 
Buch, however, that if she had not approbated the condition she 
could, by refusing to accept the bequest, have held one-half of 
the personal property bequeathed, under the law of distribution, 
there being no children. She could also have held the use of 
one-third of the real estate during life, under the law of dower, 
which, with non-assets and commissions as executrix and trus- 
tee, would have made her rank among the wealthy citizens of 
the town, as the testator understandingly intended. The inten- 
tion of the testator was for her to have $25,000 if she preferred 
to live a single life in the future ; but to have only $12,000 if 
she preferred a future husband ; she to rely upon such future 
husband for any additional wealth she might desire. The laws 
allowing such arrangement would seem to have been made 
judiciously and wisejy. The acts of the husband, too, would 
seem to have been dictated by great generosity, and should have 
received the highest commendation. But those acts have not 
been so reciprocated. Certain of his personal property has not 
been allowed to pass into the custody of the law by appearing 
in the inventory. It is claimed to have passed into the hands 
of the blood relations, to satisfy an equitable claim for thousands 
of dollars ; and a suit for thousands of dollars is now pending 
for an alleged equitable claim on the part of the kindred by 
affinity. 

In justice to the reputation of the legatee, this subject should 
be investigated before the Surrogate, where, I trust, it will appear 
that assets belonging to the estate have not been appropriated to 
either legal or equitable or unjust claims before passing into the 
custody of the law ; for such an appropriation to either of those 
objects is certainly unlawful, if not a crime, wisely made such 
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by law. And laws making it the interest of both husband and 
wife to treat each other with kindly consideration are made iti 
wisdom. April 4, 1883. 
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UoN. JereMiah s. black. 



■^•^ 



iSound Sentiftients frofii the Emineilt Jurist 

arid Statesmarii 



In thi6 Dictionary df American Biography ^ by Frances S. Drake, 
published in Boston by James R Osgood & Co., in 1872, on 
page 93 it reads that " Jeremiah S. Black was born in Summet- 
** set county, Pennsylvania, January 10th, 1810, and in 1851 wJte 
" elected to the bench of the Supreme Court and was made 
" Chief Justice, and fol* a time was U. S. Secretary of State, and 
" for a time Attorney (General of the United States. Iti onecasd 
" in that capacity he achieved great success, at Once establishing 
" his reputation as a distinguished jurist" tn a letter of Judg^ 
&l{^k to the Lancaster Intelligencer^ published in the American 
Better on the 17th of February, 1883, it reads: "I reckon you 
" know that the farmers in this country pay nine-tenths of the 
** taxes. Citizens (engaged in other pursuits which are ten times 
**as profitable are taxed only one-tenth. I call it robbery; 
" What do you tball it ? Is it not possibli^ to right this cruel 
" wroil^ ? 

In rtiy humble way I have often called J)ablic attention to 
this fetet, and prbduced the proof and suggested the remedy. I 
hav^ trailed attention to the fact that the farmers constituted 
majority of the voting populatibit of our (Country, and have in 
consequence the power of effecting the remedy for great wrongs. 
It is doubtless that with a kno>^ledge of this fact President Gar- 
field in his inaugural made the declaration that ^^ the farmers as 
** weil as the negroes need the school-master in order to vote intelli- 
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" gibly." l^or their instruction I will call attentioti to the following 
facts : The population of the United States is about 52,000,000, 
of whom one-half are females and about 12,000,000 are in 
their minority, leaving the voting population at about 14,000,- 
000, of whom 7,075,983 are adult male laborers, as shown by 
the late census, they of course constituting a little over one-half 
of the voting population. By the late census there were 4,008,- 
907 farms in the United States, containing 536,081,835 acres, 
Valued at $10,197,096,776, with $406,520,055 invested in farm- 
ing implements, and with $1,500,464,609 invested in live stock. 
Allowing $250 annually to each farm laborer, would leave two 
and one-half per cent interest on agricultural investments. 

By the late census there were 253,852 manufacturing estab- 
lishments in the United States, with a capital of $279,027,266^ 
which consumed $3,396,825,549 of raw material The products 
amounted to $5,369,579,194. There were 2,025^835 male labor- 
ers employed, .and the total amount of wages paid was $947,- 
953,785. It will therefore appear that the net profits of those 
manufacturers were over forty per cent The capital of the 
farmers netting only a profit of two and one-half per cent, while 
that of the manufacturers netted a profit of over forty per cent 
And yet those manufacturers require the farmers to bear the 
burden of a fifty per cent protective tariff for the avowed benefit 
of American labor. The question would naturally arise, how 
much those seven millions of farm laborers have profited by 
that tariff ? And how much even do those two millions of 
manufacturing laborers profit when their treatment has been 
such as to make an official bureau report that they blushed for 
their native State of Massachusetts. 

As a sample of taxation upon agriculture throughout the 
United States, I will cite the following : In every census for the 
last forty years the annual agricultural productions in the town 
of Hillsdale have rarely exceeded $175,000, with personal and 
railroad property not exceeding $140,000 ; while the income on 
manufacturing capital in Stockport has annually exceeded 
$1,000,000, with agricultural, village, railroad and personal prop- 
erty exceeding $800,000 more. And yet the war tax upon 
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Hillsdale exceeded $77,000, while that upon Stockport was only 
$84,000. The State assessors constitute the court for redressing 
these wrongs. In one report of that court to the Legislature it 
is stated that Stockport was only assessed on one-third of its 
real estate. And in one of its judicial proceedings it decided that 
certain towns in the county suffered annual wrongs exceeding 
many thousands of dollars. And yet the county has vainly 
expended over ten thousand dollars in its attempts to obtain 
redress at the hands of that court. For over forty years in the 
public papers and in Congress, and in other official capacities, I 
have been calling public attention to this subject I now give 
the expression of Judge Jeremiah Black upon it I have before 
me a very respectable newspaper of March 7th 1883, the editor 
of which resides in Massachusetts and has moderate Republican 
proclivities, but whose integrity had prompted him to give the 
following expression : 

" The last session of the 47th Congress ended at noon on Sun* 
day. In the last hours of the session occurred the passage of 
the conference tariff bill, which was a substantial victory to the 
high protectionists. Before the assembling of Congress there was a 
wide-spread demand for a reduction of our import duties, espe- 
cially on the necessaries of life. A tariff commission, appointed 
by the preceding session, reported to the late session a bill which 
it was claimed reduced the average rate 25 per cent An examin- 
ation of the bill disclosed the untruthfulness of the claim. Even 
this was not satisfactory to the protectionists, and the Senate 
passed the bill with changes, nearly all toward higher ratea 
The House went still further and raised the tariff duties still 
more. And such bill was passed by both houses. These are 
taxes paid to a few thousand manufacturers in reality to make 
their profits high, but ostensibly to make wages high for about 
one twenty-fifth of our own population. The people need to 
suffer more it is evident before they will throw off such perni- 
cious schemes for petting certain manufacturers." 

There can be no doubt that there are many other intelligent 
Bepublicans ready to aid in rescuing our country from the cor* 



196 POLITICAL HISTORY. 

ruption and ruin now impending over it Farmers by their 
numbers have the power to produce this result Tbey should 
unitedly understand that agriculture should form the basis of 
our national wealth, and if left to the natural laws of trade it 
would form such basis and would not be reduced to a second ox 
t^ird-rate industrial interest, as is now its condition. 
April 10, 1883. 
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Hypocritical Side Issues. —Monopolies : 

Their Cause and Cure. 



" Bright glows Ms shining scaly vest. 
And all the serpent stands confessed. 



i» 



The insincerity of those who advocate the anti-monopoly side 
issue is apparent in the fact that while raouthing against mono- 
poly as now existing, they are the earnest advocates of the causes 
which have produced those monopolies. Those monopolies have 
been produced by the very causes that raised $16,000,000,000 of 
actual wealth invested in industries in 1860 to $30,000,000,000 of 
wealth in 1870, invested mostly in watered stock and corporations. 
This change had occurred when $10,000,000,000 of actual wealth 
had been expended in the most lamentable war that had ever 
disgraced humanity. The advocates of that side issue call for 
favorable consideration, from the fact that they exerted an influ- 
ence at a late election. They may please to consider that the 
side issue of log cabins and hard cider carried the election in 
1840 ; but we trust that the people have grown wiser from pain- 
ful experience since. The advocates of that side issue are the 
open advocates of a tariff which contains a free list on imports of 
$160,000,000 annually for the benefit of manufactures, while 
burdening agriculture by a duty of fifty per cent on $500,000,000 
of imports annually. The declared object of that fifty per cent 
duty is to protect the labor in those manufactures against foreign 
competition, while, in fact, twenty per cent constitutes the whole 
labor invested in those manufactures. That fifty per cent duty 
26 
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gives to those manufactares a benefit of thirty per cent over and 
above the whole cost of their labor. As the product of those 
manufactures amount annually to $5,369,579,191, the thirty per 
cent above the cost of the labor would confer a benefit of over 
$1,500,000,000, being a splendid sum out of which to produce 
monopolies. In this view it is plain that in the anti-monopoly 
side issue *' all the serpent stands confessed," 

It is with reluctance that I am compelled to differ from ihe 
opinions of the talented and honorable editor of the New York 
Weekly Sun upon any subject In its issue of April 4th he says 
truly that "what is imputed as free trade enthusiasm means a 
" tariff for revenue only, in which," he says, "they are only half 
" right" He claims that the tariff is the only source of govern- 
ment revenue, and that the direct tax and hated income tax 
and excise tax known as the internal revenue system, are all 
unconstitutional and were the fruits of the civil war. In conse- 
quence even the whiskey tax must finally be abolished. He 
said, " this will meet the views of those who dislike protection 
" and will meet the views of those who fear free trade, and the 
"duties of forty-five per cent, upon all imported goods levied 
" for revenue and not protection would make all happy together, 
" and the great battle of reform may be won by the Democracy 
"in 1884." 

Now in all this I must take the liberty of differing from that 
esteemed editor. As I have often called attention to the fact 
that under our system of government there are two sovereign- 
ties : one commercial and diplomatic and one civil and indus- 
trial A sovereign without a revenue would be a mere shadow 
and a nama Therefore duties upon imports was the source 
of revenue for the ordinary support of the commercial and 
diplomatic sovereignty, and from that source of revenue the 
States were excluded. Any expenses of the general govern- 
ment outside of its ordinary support and its immediate commer- 
cial and diplomatic prerogatives should be paid by a tax upon 
property, for which purpose the constitution has given it concur- 
rent jurisdiction with the State. In the convention which made 
the constitution this provision was thoroughly explained by 
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Alexander Hamilton. Under this provision of the constitution 
the war expenses, the pension list, the $43,404,221 appropriated 
for the erection of buildings within States by the late Congress, 
and all other such expenses should be paid by a tax upon prop- 
erty, while duties should be imposed only for the ordinary 
expenses of the government. Its departure from this policy has 
produced all the evils and corruptions under which otir country 
has suffered for the last twenty years. It produced the civil 
war, or the pursuit of that policy did so. It has thrown our 
commerce into foreign ships. It has reduced the products of 
agriculture to be only half those of the manufactures. It has 
inflated the products of the manufacturers till they need protec- 
tion against themselves. It has filled our land with wickedness 
and crime and most official positions with knaves through a cor- 
rupted ballot-box. And at no distant day our $800,000,000 of 
agricultural exports will be shut out of the foreign market by 
retaliatory duties. Such tariff as I have here described is the 
only one upon which the Democracy ever has or ever will make 
issue, and only knavish designs will ever make a different repre- 
sentation. And only knavish designs will ever require higher 
duties than the ordinary expenses of the government would im- 
pose, as the per cent, of those duties is equal to that of the whole 
amount of labor expended in manufactura A departure from 
this policy has produced all the corruption of the present time. 

The editor of a local newspaper truly said, that formerly the 
corrupter of the ballot-box was despised as a thief. In a late 
number of the American Register it reads that " prior to 1860 the 
"people of the country were content to be in the condition 
" described by the Prophet of old, viz : * Give me neither poverty 
" nor riches.' " He then says that *^ there were then no great 
" lords of looms, or mills, or bonds, or mighty land monopolists, 
** or iron crowned masters of States." He then savs " how thor- 
"oughly changed are our systems, social and political. We 
** have two widely separated clearly defined classes of society, 
" their relation to each other neither possible nor desired ; and 
"it has grown out of the policy of the Federal government, 
" which requires a radical changa" He said, " such change will 
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" undo the great wrong that bej^ets beggary of the many and 
" aggrandizes the few. It would give the country a genuine 
" instead of an apparent prosperity. Our institutions would no 
" longer be like a whited sepulchre, beautiful without, but full 
" of rottenness within." He gives from the census of 1880 the 
number of agricultural laborers at 7,670,493, and the manufac- 
turing, mechanical and mining laborers at 2,837,112. 

The products of those 7,000,000 agricultuial laborers are about 
$2,000,000,000, while the products of those 2,000,000 of manu- 
facturing laborers are over $5,000,000,000. Yet a duty of fifty 
per cent must be imposed upon those agricultural laborers for 
the claimed benefit of those manufacturing laborers ; and yet, by 
the report of the Massachusetts Bureau, the treatment of those 
manufacturing laborers is such as to create a blush. For the 
benefit of a comparative few manufacturing bosses the agricultu- 
ral classes pay fifty per cent, more for their products than the 
world^s prices of the same. To fasten that policy upon the 
country the influence of a hundred thousand officeholders is 
exerted ; the press and pulpit are subsidized ; the ballot-box is 
made a sink of corruption ; millions of negroes are marshaled; 
the occupants of the public domain filched from the government, 
equal in extent to that of the original thirteen States, are used, 
and by the expressions of morbid sympathy for the treatment of 
criminals in our penitentiaries, even the influence of tramps, 
vagabonds and burglars, with whom our country is infested, is 
sought. 

This state of things is illustrated in Columbia county, as an 
example of which Hillsdale on an income of $175,000, is taxed 
twice as high as Stockport with an income of $1,500,000; and 
the county with an agricultural income of less than $3,000,000 
pays three-fourths of the taxes of the county, while tbie manu- 
facturing capital, producing an income of over $8,000,000, is 
scarcely taxed at all. Through defective laws, or a defective 
judiciary, or a defective administration of those laws, over 
$10,000 has been vairily expended in attempts to redress those 
great wrongs. April 14, 1883. 
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ON THE DEFENSIVE. 



The Republican Party Excusing its Policy 
by Sophistry and Falsehood. 



How lamentable it is that our government for near three- 
fourths of a century, has been in the hands of a party which has 
to defend not only its usurped policy over moral, civil and 
industrial interests, but its legitimate policy over commerce and 
diplomacy, by sophistry, falsehood and misrepresentation. 

Within the past few weeks we have seen their party organ in 
this county, which in every other than its politics is quite respect- 
able, presenting to its readers an average of duties imposed upon 
imports by including a free list of over one hundred and sixty 
millions of dollars. And we have seen a most respectable paper, 
with proclivities in everything but finance rather Democratic, 
presenting to its readers a statement that the only revenues of 
the government were derived from duties imposed upon imports, 
when the constitution had conferred upon that government con- 
current jurisdiction with the States in the imposition of taxes 
upon property to be imposed upon established principles of jus- 
tice. Had this prerogative of the government been its controlling 
policy, and taxes had been imposed upon property for all objects 
except the ordinary support of the government, all the evils 
under which the people fcave suffered would have been arrested. 

We should have had no civil war with its attendant pension 
list of hundreds of millions of dollara. If there had been a pen- 
sion list it would only have embraced meritorious cases, and not 
numbers equaling the armies of Bonaparte when he was at war 
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with all Earope: Oar anion of States would not bave been 
changed to a collection of States pinned together bj either Afri- 
cans or Asiatics or surplus pensioners. Every county would 
not have required a National Guard with its dancing saloon 
armory forced upon them by mandatory State laws. The gov- 
ernment would still be the owner of the public domain, to be 
another source of its revenue^ and to &cilitate its settlement by 
a population free from the iron yoke of a political party. 

The government would not have exercised any of its preroga- 
tives within States without their invitation or consent, except 
where provided by the express letter of the constitution. No 
$83,000,000 for worthless building or $19,000,000 for internal 
improvements would have been expended within States without 
their invitation or consent. Agriculture would have been the 
great leading interest of our country, instead of being reduced to 
a second rate interest, and standing on the brink of ruin by soon 
being shut out of the markets of the world in retaliation for our 
own niggardly policy. Industry would have ever found ample 
and profitable employment, instead of being reduced to compari- 
tiye slavery, and many of them driven to the necessity of 
becoming tramps, vagabonds and burglars: The ballot-box 
would have remained pure and respectable, and patriotic men 
would have been filling all official positions instead of proverbial 
knaves. And the city of New York, with its own ships, would 
have been the greatest commercial city of the world, instead of 
having our commerce done in foreign ships to which we have to 
pay $5,800,000 annually for carrying the United States mails. 
Instead of ninety per cent of taxes being imposed upon agricul- 
ture, under an established principle of justice which was one of 
the declared objects of the constitution, all property would be 
taxed fdike, including corporate and the bonds of the govern- 
ment, which are decidedly our best investmenta And we should 
have no towns with an income of onlj^ $175,000 taxed twice as 
high as towns having an income of $1,500,000. 
April 21, 1883. 
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REPUBLICAN RULE. 



Why there is a Universal Demand for 

Reform in the Party. 



I have said and now repeat, that it is strange indeed that an 
honest, intelligent man can be a Eepublican. They have beea 
in an almost uninterrupted ascendant in the United States for 
the last twenty years, and the result is before the world and need 
not be repeated. It is summed up in the universal cry for 
reform. Though their instruments have been a multitude of 
side issues, among which have been a robustious number of 
men claiming to be Democrats, their great end and aim has 
been what they are pleased to call " a protective tariff," through 
which they have made the few immensely rich while dooming 
the many to everlasting poverty. They now declare that the 
future political issue will be protection against free trade ; while 
in fact the issue will be a government with all the extravagant 
expenditures thatcunningknaverycan invent, sustained entirely 
by duties imposed upon imports on the one side, and a. govern- 
ment with its ordinary expenses paid by duties upon imports 
and all its other expenses paid by a tax upon property on the 
other. 

The policy on the part of Republicans is claimed to be for the 
protection of labor against foreign competition. This claim 
suggests some official statistical calculations. The wealth of the 
people is estimated at thirty-five thousand millions of dollars, 
one-half of which consists in watered stocks and soulless corpo- 
rations, and the residue in the industries, over twelve thousand 
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millioDS of which is in agricalture, and near three thousand 
millions in manufactures. In a population of 62,000,000, four- 
teen millions are adult male laborers, of whom 7,075,983 are 
agriculturists, and 2,025,335 are manufacturers. The products 
of agriculture are oflBcially stated at $2,000,000,000, while those 
of manufactures are shown by the census to be $5,369,579,194. 
Of course a given quantity of products in agriculture requires 
ten-fold more in capital and labor than is required in the same 
amount in manufactures. And yet it is and has been Bepubli- 
can policy to have that agriculture taxed on all it produces, 
sells and consumes, thirty per cent over and above the tax for 
the ordinary expenses of the government That tax is avowedly 
imposed for the benefit of manufacturing laborers, though the 
treatment those laborers have received in the past has caused an 
official bureau to repeatedly call legislative attention to the fact 
and to report that they blushed for ibeir native State. 

To continue this policy in the future is publicly declared to 
be the great main issue of the Eepublican party, and in their 
aid in that one idea all the side issues and a robustious number 
of the Democratic party are enlisted. 

A similar policy exists in Columbia county, as an example of 
which I give the following: An agricultural town with annual 
agricultural products averaging only $176,000, and only $40,000 
of railroad, paid $77,000 of war taxes, while a manufacturing town 
with products averaging over $1,000,000 annually, and $204,000 
of railroad, paid only $34,000 of war taxes. The same policy has 
been continued for forty years and will be continued if a certain 
triumvirate shall be allowed to continue to control the action of 
the Board of Supervisora Ten thousand dollars has been vainly 
expended in trying to get redress for such great wrongs. The 
failure may have been the consequence of defective laws, or an 
inefficient judiciary, or the incapacity of clients and counseL 
But from the simplicity of the case and the multitude of counsel 
employed, and the enormous expenses incurred by counsel, the 
failure to obtain redress leaves a painful impression that it is a 
speculative business, or is a rod held over the suffering people 
to prevent their seeking redress in the future. The same cor- 
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ruptions exhibited in the county and nation is also prevailing in 
lowns, to which in the future I will call your attention, but it may 
ultimately qualify citizens to become employes of the State in 
some interesting capacity in towns, as it has already done to some 
in the employment of the government 
April 27, 1883. 
27 
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REPUBLICAN ACHIEVEMENTS. 



What the Party has Accomplished during 

Twenty Years of Rule. 



■♦»» 



Eepublican Editors and Orators boast the remarkable achieve- 
ments of their party. Therefore it may be interesting to take 
a brief look at their history. Previous to 1861 it was tbeir 
admission that our government was the best that Heaven ever 
blessed a people with, and their first achievement was that in less 
than two months after they had got control of that government 
the country was involved in the most lamentable civil war that 
ever disgraced humanity, and that war they commenced in 
violation of all the most important principles of the constitution, 
and even in violation pf the law of Nations. 

Their second great and remarkable achievement was the leav- 
ing twenty thousand of their killed and wounded soldiers for 
four long days and nights to suflfer, starve and rot upon the 
battlefield, while their magnanimous opponents allowed ten 
thousand captured soldiers to go free. 

Another of their achievements was to procure the assassination 
of their President because he did not favor their policy of recon- 
struction ; and to conceal their complicity in that assassination 
they caused an innocent women to be executed, and compensated 
those most deeply concerned in that execution by bestowing 
upon them some of the highest ofiicial positions under our 
government 

Another achievement was the filling the Presidential chair by 
an individual not elected by the people, and by another elected 
through the instrumentality of Star route thieves. 
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Another of their achievements has been to create a pension 
list which will soon exceed a half million of men. 

Another achievemeat has been to deprive the government of 
all the choicest of the public domain* 

Another achievement has been the adoption of a policy that 
has made a few very rich and the many very poor, and making 
over half the wealth of the people consist of the watered stock of 
soulless corporations* 

Another of their achievements has been to make the expenses 
of the government fourfold greater than it need be, and to 
impose nine-tenths of its expenses upon the agricultural industry 
of the country* 

Another of their achievements has been to drive the commerce 
of the country into foreign ships, paying millions of dollars 
annually to these foreign ships for carrying the United States 
mails. 

Another of their achievements has been to reduce agricultural 
from a first to a second rate industrial interest, and through their 
boasted protective policy to cause the productions of the manu- 
facturers to double that of all the other mdustrial interests, 
thereby deranging the whole industry of the country and filling 
the country with tramps and vagabonds and burglars. 

Another of their achievements has been the corruption of the 
ballot box, causing most official positions to be filled with knaves. 

Another of their achievements has been to beguile 25,000 
fugitive negroes from Canada to occupy the lands they had 
filched from the government, and other thousands of negroes 
from the South to the same occupancy ; most of whom, who have 
not been able to return to their Southern home, have been left to 
suffer and many of them to perish. 

Another of their achievements has been that while during the 
past twenty years our population has increased one-fourth, and 
our cultivated lands have greatly increased, and the quantity of 
agricultural products has increased, their gross value has been 
diminished in consequence of the protective policy having thrown 
the value of those productions into the hands of the middle men. 

Another of their achievements has been that after the people 
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of New York had expended cotiDtless millions of dollars in the 
building of five hundred and eighty miles of canals, and are to 
be compelled to pay six hundred thousand dollars annually to 
keep those canals in repair, are also compelled by an irrepealable 
fundamental law to have those canals free to the untaxed agricul- 
tural productions of Canada to be brought in competitic^i with 
the agricultural productions of the States, which are burdened 
with nine-tenths of the enormous taxes imposed upon our peo- 
ple. To consummate this policy the Canada Pacific Bailroad is 
now being built, and thousands are flocking weekly from the 
Ontario district of Canada to occupy both sides of the line between 
Canada and the States and thousands are flocking weekly^ through 
Chicago for that purpose^ 

Another Bepublican achievement is the protective policy 
intended to make agricultural products to the consumers cheap 
while doubling to those consumers the price of manufactured 
products. May 10, 188S. 
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SPOILS OF OFFICE. 



Unnatural Alliance. — Republicanism and 

Robustuous Democracy. 



It was but a few weeks since that the anti-monopolist organs 
promised the future spoils of office to the Democracy if they 
would only become anti-monopolists by the adoption of the very 
policy that had created all monopolies. The robustuous Demo- 
cratic organs are now promising the future spoil of office to the 
Democracy if they will only adopt .the great one idea of Eepub- 
licanism. In other words, the Democracy is promised the spoils 
if like robustuous Democrats they will retain the name of Demo- 
crat while sacrificing their principles. It is Democracy that the 
government should be sovereign over the commercial and diplo- 
matic interests of the States, while the States individually, 
should be sovereign over their civil and industrial interests. It 
is robustuous Democracy and Republicanism that the Democracy 
should sacrifice commerce by throwing it into foreign ships, and 
disgrace diplomacy by putting it in the hands of knaves, in order 
to usurp the prerogatives of the States over civil and industrial 
interests. Robustuous Democracy promises the spoils to the 
Democracy if they will only adopt those Republican principles. 

Xt is Democratic policy that the ordinary expenses of the gov- 
ernment should be paid by a tax upon that commerce over which 
it is sovereign and that all its extra expenditures should be paid 
by a tax upon property, for which object the constitution had 
given it concurrent jurisdiction with the States. It is Repub- 
lican policy to tax commerce for all the expenses it can make 
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and to that end they call a National debt a National blessing. 
To create such debt they will provoke a most lamentable civil 
war and give a pension not only to all its soldiers, but, as some 
have facetiously said, to those who shake hands with those 
soldiers; and in their professed zeal for internal improvements 
will spend millions according to Mark Twain in attempts to 
make goose creeks navigable waters. 

It is Democratic policy to have the poor and weak and all 
protected against their superiors. It is Eepublican policy and 
that of robustuous Democracy through their great one idea, 
a protective tariff, to reverse that policy. 

It is the policy of the Democracy that wealth should be the 
fruit of industry and economy. It is Republican policy that 
wealth should be the fruit of unjust and knavish laws through 
which the few might become enormously rich while the many 
should be doomed to abject poverty. 

It is the policy of the Democracy that not only justice and 
generosity should be exercised among our own people, but also 
with those with whom we have friendly commercial intercourse* 
It is the policy of Republicans to embarrass that friendly inter- 
course by unjust and selfish laws, which injure the interests and 
«xcite the prejudices of those with whom it is to our interest to 
have friendly relations. 

Circumstances under the natural laws of trade would enable 
the people of the United States not only to produce the $800,* 
000,000 of surplus agricultural productions of the last year, but 
three times that quantity, and it is the policy of the Democracy 
to facilitate the exchange of such surplus with those whose 
natural circumstances have an equivalent surplus of other pro- 
ductions. It is the policy of Republicans, through a protective 
tariff policy, to do violence to nature in order to defeat such 
exchanges, in order to make the few very rich and the many 
very poor. 

Robustuous Democratic editors are inviting Democrats to 
adopt that Republican policy in order to share in future official 
spoils. May 24, 1883. 



# 

POLITICAL INCONSISTENCY. 211 



POLITICAL INCONSISTENCY. 



State Rights Exemplified,-- A Plain Decla- 
ration of Republican Policy. 



On the 19th of April, 1883, a Eepublican paper in this county, 
respectable in everything but politics, published the following : 

"Among the bills signed by the Governor is one giving con- 
sent of the State to the purchase by the United States of parcels 
of land for light house purposes at Danskammer Point, and at 
Narrow Channel, in Greene county, Hudson river, and ceding 
jurisdiction over the same." 

Those light houses were intended to facilitate commerce, over 
which the government had constitutional sovereignty. And yet 
for that purpose that act shows conclusively that the govern- 
ment had no right to purchase land within the limits of a State 
on which to exercise that prerogative, till it had obtained the 
consent of the State Legislature to do so, and then obtained only 
jurisdiction for that specific purpose, the State reserving sover- 
eignty over it Such acts have been passed in some of the 
States in almost every year in the history of the United States, 
and yet we have the highest Eepublican authority for the fact 
that all the blood and treasure expended in the late civil war 
was to put down what they were pleased to call " that detestable 
policy." 

Now during the past year a Eepublican Congress has appro- 
priated millions of dollars for the erection of buildings within 
States without the consent of the Statea The light houses were 
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to facilitate commerce, while the buildings erected were of 
doubtful utility. Ninety per cent, of the cost of those buildings 
was to be paid by the agricultural interests. If the tax was 
derived through duties upon imports, agriculture was taxed fifty 
per cent, on $500,000,000 of those imports, while manufactures 
were exempted from that tax by a free list of $160,000,000. If 
the expense of those buildings had to be paid by a tax upon 
property, this county can show what interest bears the burden, 
when agricultural property producing an income of only $175,- 
000, pays twice as much tax as manufacturing property produc- 
ing an income of $1,600,000. 

The Eepublican paper from which I have quoted, and as I 
have said is respectable in everything but its politics, says on 
the same date that " the Eepublican is the party of a protective 
" tariff, and who does not believe in that is not a Republican." 
That, then, is the great one idea of Republicanism, and that is to 
be the great political issue of the future, flanked, however, by a 
multitude of side issues, among which is a robustuous professed 
Democracy. That protection must be fifty per cent, on all im- 
ports affecting agriculture, while all imports affecting manufac- 
tures must be free. Those duties must be imposed for the 
bienefit of labor in manufactures, while twenty per cent, consti- 
tutes the whole ampunt of labor expended in the productions of 
the manufactures. Even the labor in our penitentiaries must 
not be alloweid to compete with that of the manufacturers arid 
must be suspended. Instead of supporting themselves they 
must be supported by a tax upon agriculture. Instead of being 
taught some industry for their future support they must be 
turned loose upon the whole world to continue to be tramps, 
vagabonds and burglars. Though during the past twenty years 
that protective policy has made the few very rich and the many 
very poor, and has reduced the annual products of agriculture 
hundreds of millions of dollars, and increased the annual pro- 
ducts of the manufactures thousands of millions of dollars, and 
has driven our commerce into foreign ships to which millioris of 
dollars have to be paid annually for carrying the United States 
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mails ; and notwithstanding the people have become corrupted, 
and the ballot box debauched, and knaves placed in most official 
positions, yet if Republicans are allowed to be in the ascendent 
that policy is to be the gre^t idea of our future. 
May 25, 1883. 
28 



214 POLITICAL HISTORY. 



MASgUERADING POLITICIANS 



Opinions Uttered Thirty-six Years ago, 
which are Applicable To-day. 



Robustuous Democrats are really masquerading Republicans, 
or Democrats with the Democracy left out. In that capacity 
they have done more mischief than any other class of politicians. 
A false friend is always infinitely more dangerous than an open 
enemy. Pointing to the corrupt actions and certain avowed 
principles of that class of professed Democrats has formed the 
great excuse for not substituting Democrats for Republicans 
when the overwhelming corruption of Republicans was conce- 
ded by everybody, rendering civil service necessary to save our 
political institutions from ruin. For, pointing to the robustuous 
Democracy, it could be truly said they are just as corrupt as 
Republicans. It will be instructive to make a brief reference 
to the antecedents of that class of the Democracy. They are 
now the loudest advocates of a protective tariflF, that great one 
idea of Republicanism, that great gulf of corruption which has 
wrought more mischief in this country than all other causes put 
together, and into which all the mischievous side issues are 
pouring their corruptions. 

During the whole political history of our country. Republi- 
cans under all their aliases have had some great leading one-idea 
that certain robustuous professed Democrats have been found 
to favor in order to share in the spoils. Waiving for the present 
the series of cases that have occurred, I will call attention for the 
present to the closing period of the Mexican war. Mexico had 
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been driven to extremity. Its territopy of California had been 
captured and the government of the United States had resolved 
to retain it with its 189,000 miles of territory, and fertile soil, 
and mild climate, and inexhaustible mineral wealth. But as a 
peace offering the government proposed to hold it under a nom- 
inal purchase by the payment for it the sum of three millions of 
dollars. The offer was calculated to stop the effusion of blood 
and to save to Mexico the mortification of losing its most valua- 
ble province by conquest But certain robustuous Democrats in 
alliance with Republicans (then being under the name of Whigs) 
were disposed to embarrass and if possible defeat that peaceful 
human Democratic policy. To that end in council they con- 
ceived and introduced the Wilmot Proviso. Upon that subject 
I took occasion to address the House of Representatives when 
organized in committee of the whole House upon the state of 
the Union. I called attention to the fact that under the influ- 
ence of Massachusetts African slavery was recognized in the 
Federal Constitution, and that its existence was solely under the 
civil prerogative of the States, and that in territory obtained by 
purchase or conquest the civil laws existing before such pur- 
chase or conquest, continued the same till changed by the people 
themselves when duly organized into States or Territories. I 
called attention to the fact that slavery did not exist in Mexico, 
and therefore did not exist in California, and therefore the Pro- 
viso was unnecessary and apparently mischievous, as calculated 
to prolong the war. I called attention to the fact that slavery 
being recognized by the Constitution was not within the juris- 
diction of the General Government, and that the Proviso was a 
humiliating proposition, inviting a foreign government to become 
a party to one of the civil institutions of the individual States. 
I called attention to the fact that Texas was not a parallel case 
with California. Texas had achieved her independence which 
our Government had recognized, and had received it as a State 
in the Union with slavery existing there. 

Such were my opinions then, and such are my honestly enter- 
tained opinions now. But at the request of certain members of 
the House who were my personal friends, I allowed that portion 
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of my speech to be stricken out bf the publiofttidn. Bat that 
generation having passed away, 1 here present the subject for 
public consideration : 

Speech of Hon^ John p. Cotttir^ of Kew York, delivered in tKe House 
of Representatives, February 12, 1847, in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the Three Million Bill. 

Mr. Collin addressed the committee as follows : 

Mr. ChaiRMAK^: Strange propositions, strange doctrines, and 
strange arguments, have characterized much of the proceedings 
of this session of Congress. Upon a proposition to strike from 
the civil and diplomatic bill the salary of the President, almost 
all the subjects acted upon by the twenty-ninth Congress have 
been discussed. 

A great principle of philanthropy has entered largely into our 
deliberations, pregnant with immense consequences of weal or 
woe to our institutions. It has been approached by gentlemen 
with an apparent indifference, which I cannot feel. It has 
called out personal and general epithets, which I think cannot 
be excused ; and has been debated with a zeal, that, at least to 
superficial observers, might be characterized with the name of 
vindictiveness. Some gentlemen on all subjects have discussed 
the war with Mexico — its causes, its objects, its consequences. 
Some have discussed annexation, Texas, and its boundaries. 
Upon these latter subjects, none have appeared to be more logi- 
cal than an honorable gentleman from the State of Maine (Mr. 
Severance). He endeavored to prove to us that Mexico was 
right and we wrongs in the war we are prosecuting. He en- 
deavored to prove that the President was the author of that 
wrong. He attempted to prove so, sir, if hot mathematically, at 
least geographically. He attempted to discredit the geographical 
references of the gentleman from Eastern Texas (Mr. Kaulman), 
by showing that those geographies, fixing the Eio Grande for 
the southern boundary of Texas, were got up only twenty -four 
years ago, and merely for the use of schools — merely for the 
purpose of teaching the rising generation where and what Texas 
Was. His authors, however, the gentleman claims to be older 
and better. Some of his authors, sir, bounded Texas on the 
north by the Mississippi, and others fixed the northern boundary 
short of the Eed River. Of course, then, we must presume, from 
the gentleman's reasoning, that because his authors made the 
tiorthern boundary decidedly wrong, they must have made the 
fiouthern boundary unquestionably right. In this way the gea* 
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tleman proved the Nueces to be the true boundary on the south. 
Having thus ingeniously proved his premises, that gentleman 
places his country clearly in the wrong, for having claimed to 
the Rio Grande. The gentleman, with equal ingenuity, casts 
his censures on the President Congress, by its acts, in which 
the gentleman had participated, had extended its laws beyond 
the Nueces; the President, in the discharge of his duties, had 
sent the military to protect the territory, over which those 
laws had been extended ; and, forsooth, according to the gentle- 
man's reasoning, is held highly culpable for sending military 
oflScers where Congress, in its majesty, had authorized the send- 
ing of civil ones. 

Following somewhat the example set me by so many distin- 
guished gentlemen, I shall not confine myself to the subject 
under consideration, but shall discuss some subjects generally, 
and others in particular. I may, perhaps, present some sugges- 
tions, that may appear as extraordinary to gentlemen as theirs 
have appeared to me. Many of these suggestions, however, 
have sprung froni the dictates of my own judgment. Their 
origin is humble — their fate is submitted to their merit. 

Mr. Chairman, our country is engaged in a foreign war. Her 
sons have marched with the readiest cordiality to the scene of 
strife, prepared to assert her rights, and sustain her honor. They 
have endured the privations ot the tented field, and the suffer- 
ings of a sickly climate. They have sacrificed the enjoyments 
of home, and the domestic society of friends and kindred. 
Whenever they have met the enemy, they have effected his dis- 
comfiture. They have vanquished him in the field, though 
opposed by a vast majority of numbers. They have assailed 
him when protected by the strongest defences, and have com- 
piled him to capitulate. They have not only sustained the 
reputation of their fathers, but have given us a name beyond 
what we ever before enjoyed. A large portion of the enemy's 
country has been overrun. Their power is now concentrated ; 
the final struggle must now be made, which will decide whether 
we can dictate reasonable terms, or have got to strive in a pro- 
tracted war. These brave men have called for succor. They 
wish their ranks to be filled, which have been thinned by dis- 
ease or the casualties of war. They wish associates to be sent 
to them, sufficient to enable them to meet the difficulties now to 
be encountered. They call lor arms, munitions, provisions, 
clothing, pay, and all those comforts and supplies that a gener- 
ous and wealthy country owe to those who are perilling their 
lives m support of her glory and her rights. Sir, the question is 
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presented to this Congress whether they will respond as liberally 
and generously in granting these supplies, as our soldiery have 
behaved gallantly in contending with the enemies of our coun- 
try. I hope, sir, that all of us will be induced to act upon this 
subject, as we shall wish our histories to be read by the genera- 
tions that are to come after us. Doubtless a difference of opinion 
may exist as to the most judicious means of raising the revenue 
necessary in the procurement of the supplies required. Upon 
this subject I have the proud satisfaction in believing that my 
constituents will approbate my voting any reasonable amount, to 
be raised in any way that may be considered most judicious, 
subject only to the controlling principles of the Constitution. 
They have, their preferences, doubtless. They would submit, if 
necessary, quietly to direct taxation, but would prefer, if practi- 
cable, that it might be avoided. They would prefer an imposition 
of duties for revenue, as far as that can be made available for 
the requirements of the treasury, but desire that those duties 
should be so imposed as not to minister to the cupidity of the 
few to the oppression of the many. Wishing, as I most ardently 
do, that our brave soldiery shall not be denied, for want of ability 
on the part of our treasury, those succors which they have so 
reasonably required, and governed by the dictates of my own 
judgment and what I conceive to be the wishes of my constitu- 
ents, I have been, and am, in favor of imposing a moderate duty 
on what has heretofore comprised our free list. 

The sense of this House has not appeared to concur with me 
in opinion upon this subject A special aversion has been mani- 
fested to an imposition ot a duty upon tea and coffee. That I 
may not be misunderstood, here or elsewhere, I purpose to give 
to this matter specially, a little of my attention. Sir, I am in 
favor of this duty, because I believe none other can be imposed 
which will bear more equally upon the whole people of the 
United States. I am in favor of it, becaus it does not carry with 
it a corresponding tax, to be paid by the poor consumers for the 
benefit of rich producers. I am in favor of it, because no selfish 
interest can exist to oppose its repeal, when we cease to need it 
for revenue. I am in favor ol it, because no interests will be 
found convulsing the nation by trying to push the duty from 
twenty to one hundred per cent. 1 am in favor of it, because it 
cannot be used as a corruption fund, under the name of protec- 
tion, upon which aspiring demagogues may hope to ride into 
office. I am in favor of it, because it would not embarrass or 
reduce our exports, as a large portion of this class of imports are 
cot bought in exchange for our productions, but are paid for in 
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cash. In fine, sir, I am in favor of it, because my country is in 
war, and needs it as a revenue to support the expenses of that 
war. 

Various, doubtless, are the motives which influence gentle- 
men in their opposition to the imposition of duties upon tea and 
coffea Most of them may be presumed to be governed by those 
of the purest character ; and yet to me it seems difficult to recon- 
cile their conduct with principles of justice and common sense- 

They express themselves opposed to the duty, because it im- 
poses a tax, in common with others, upop the poor man ; and 
yet they have voted to increase the duty on the material of 
which the coat is made which he wears at his daily toil, and 
when, too, the tax on the material of that coat already exceeds 
that of a twenty per cent duty on the yearly consumption of 
the tea and coflEee for his whole family. Sir, they express an 
aversion to impose a duty that may operate to tax poor men ; 
and yet many of these very gentlemen have voted to impose a 
duty of seventy-five per cent upon all the sugar the poor man 
mingles with his coarse food ; and have, at the same time, voted 
to retain in force laws which have refunded the duties to the 
rich on more than five hundred millions of pounds of that same 
sugar. Sir, they express an aversion to tax the poor man twenty 
per cent on tea and coffee, and yet they have voted to tax him 
fifty per cent on all the molasses he has occasion to consume, 
and have voted at the same time to retain in force laws which 
have refunded to the rich the duties on over five hundred mil- 
lions of gallons of that same molasses. Sir, as I have before 
said, doubtless many of those gentlemen who oppose that duty 
are influenced by the purest motives. To such I must say, that 
either they are mistaken in their views of public utility and 
policy, or I am. Some, in their opposition may be influenced 
by principles of demagoguism. Of such let me say to the poor 
man, that while they are most clamorous in their expressions of 
philanthropy, they need not be expected to turn on tneir heel to 
save the oppressed from public robbery. Some may be influ- 
enced by a feeling of personal animosity, having, perhaps, been 
denied some office for themselves or friends : such persons have 
their accounts open to be settled with their constituents. Some 
may be influenced solely by political partisanship ; or why should 
they approbate a duty as a peace measure, which they oppose as 
a war measure? Some maybe influenced by timidity, under 
the name of consistency ; or why fear to vote a duty which the 
country needs in war, merely because they opposed it in time of 
peace? Some may be influenced by a desire to build up, 
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through selfishnesa, large political combinatiooB ; or why vote a 
duty of Qiilliona more on sugar and molasses alone, than the pro* 
posed law would impose on sugar and molasses, with tea and 
coffee superadded ? Some may be influenced by motives entirely 
selfish ; or why vote a duty of one hundred per cent, on the 
cloths which the family of poor men need for their very exist- 
ence, and refuse to vote a duty of twenty per cent on tea, which 
is used only as a beverage ? 

Sir, the reasons given by some gentlemen for their acta, are as 
extraordinary as the motives of others appear objectionable. 
Some base their opposition upon the fact, that a duty on tea and 
coffee is a tax in which poor men participate ; and yet these 
same gentlemen have voted, and doubtless would again, to tax 
the poor man on a large portion of his family necessaries, as high 
on twenty cents as the rich man would have had at the same 
time to pay on eighty cents. 

Some base their opposition upon the ground, that a tax on tea 
and coffee would bear more heavily on the North than it would 
at the South, in our Union ; and yet their good sense should 
teach them that there is scarcely an article of import upon which 
that argument would operate less than it does on tea and coffee. 
Their good sense should teach them, that if that argument was 
worth anything, it should operate to reduce the duties on cloths, 
as difference of climate alone gives a greater preponderance to 
their consumption at the North. If that argument is worth any- 
thing, it should operate to reduce the duty on sugar, as it is a 
staple of the South, and a majority of it consumed at the North. 

But, sir, there are other matters that should influence statesmen 
in the consideration of this subject It is a conceded point, that 
legislation should give all consistent encouragement to the pur- 
chasers of the surplus productions of our country. Now, sir, 
what has heretofore been our legislation upon this subject? 
Seventy millions of dollars worth of our imports, which have 
been bought of those wiio have purchased eighty millions of dol* 
lars worth of our surplus productions, have been burdened with 
the weight of producing nine-tenths of our revenue Whereas, 
fifteen millions of dollars of our imports, bought of those who 
refuse to buy our productions, and to whom we have to pay 
annually a balance of trade of about twelve millions of dollars, 
are admitted into our ports either almost or altogether free of 
duty. Is that policy just to ourselves ? Is it generous to those 
with whom we deal ? Can reasons be given why that should 
ever have been our policy ? To have taxed the free list would 
have imposed no heavier burdens upon the consumeri than the 
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duty on those imports which have borne the weight of taxation. 
More than this, sir ; whatever burdens a tax on the free list 
would have imposed, would have gone exclusively into the 
treasury, for the common benefit of the nation; whereas, the 
duties heretofore levied have imposed a corresponding tax, by 
which the poor consumer has been compelled to pay largely to 
swell the already plethoric cofifers of the rich. Sir, in this view 
of the case, principles of justice, of generosity, of economy, of 
philanthropy, admonish us that that free list ought to be taxed ; 
and that other imports of as great or greater necessity, shouid be 
relieved from their burdens as fast as circumstances will justify. 

But perhaps the consideration which influences gentlemen 
more than all others, in their opposition to the duty on tea and 
coffee, is the hope that the exigencies of the war will drive the 
Government to a larger system of discriminating in the imposi- 
tion of duties, thereby ministering to the cupidity of those whose 
already attained wealth gives them an overshadowing influence 
in controlling the politics of the country. To this object of 
these gentlemen, I am opposed by every consideration of love 
to my country. I oppose it because I think it highly unjust to 
the peopla I oppose it because I think it violates the princi- 
ples of the Constitution, and is repugnant to every principle of 
expediency. T shall crave the indulgence of the committee, 
while I dwell somewhat at large upon this branch of the subject. 
My attention shall first be briefly given to some of the features 
of the policy which affects most particularly, in my estimation, 
the principles of the Constitution. Perhaps it may sound some- 
what antiquated to appeal to the Constitution as a rule of right 
(except for the protection of the citizens of our enemies), but the 
time nas been when that Constitution was viewed with some 
degree of veneration. The time has been when its provisions 
were considered among the wisest productions of the human 
intellect And we still retain the form upon taking our seats in 
this Hall, of swearing to its maintenance. 3ut, sir, either I am 
much mistaken in my judgment and observation, or that vene- 
ration has ceased. 

I either misjudge, or a wild, unlimited system of construction 
has caused that instrument to cease to control the legislative 
action of this Government I might have wished to have given 
my views more generally, and have considered other subjects in 
connection with my constitutional views, but it is a matter of 
some doubt whether I shall ever avail myself of an opportunity 
to do so. 

I certainly shall not undertake to state here the many instan- 

29 
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ces in which I believe our Crovernment, in its legislation, has 
long been transcending its constitutional limits. The occasion 
does not now require it, and my limited time will not now allow 
of it But, sir, I shall claim the indulgence of the committee 
while I briefly refer to some cases which are pertinent and im- 
portant to the subject matter of the point I purpose to discusa 

The Constitution provides that Congress shall have power to 
lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the 
debts and provide for the common defence and general welfare 
of the United States, but all duties, imposts, and excises, shall 
be uniform throughout the United States. 

Now, sir, I can discover no difierence between a neglect to 
impose duties with the required uniformity, and a partial refund- 
ing them after they have been so uniformly imposed. When a 
uniform duty has been imposed upon iron ; to leave that duty a 
tax and burden upon those who may use it for agricultural and 
other purposes, and to refund it to those who may use it for a 
l^ilroad track, I claim to be a violation of the Constitution. 

Where a uniform duty has been imposed upon West India 
molasses ; to leave it as a tax and burthen upon the poor man 
who uses it as a beverage to give a zest to the coarse fare of his 
family, and to refund it to the manufacturer who converts it 
into New England rum, I conceive to be a violation of the Con- 
stitution. When a uniform duty has been imposed upon West 
India sugar ; to leave it a tax and burthen upon the man who 
consumes it in his family, and to refund it to the manufacturer 
who carries it through a process of refinement, I conceive to be 
a violation of the Constitution. Sir, the framers of that clause 
in the Constitution which I have before quoted, must be pre- 
sumed to have had some motive in inserting that clause of uni- 
formity. And could that motive have been other than to 
introduce a just uniformity in the eflfects to be produced by the 
imposition of those duties — uniformity in the burdens imposed, 
uniformity in any incidental benefits accruing? and uniform- 
ity is required in the effect upon the general interests, in the 
direct benefits growing out of the application of the moneys 
received. Then, sir, discriminations in the imposition of duties, 
and particularly when not made with reference to objects of 
revenue, but to promote sectional or individual interests, is a 
violation of the letter and spirit of the Constitution. 

To impose a duty upon one kind of iron, at a rate higher than 
is imposed upon another ; or to impose a duty upon cloth, at a 
per cent higher than is imposed upon the materials of which 
cloth is made ; or to impose a duty on a piece of cloth costing 
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BIX cents per yard, as high as is imposed upon a piece of cloth 
costing twenty cents per yard, I conceive to be as much a viola- 
of the Constitution as an imposition of a tax upon New York 
for the benefit of the nation, from which Boston might be exemp- 
ted. Sir, attempts have been and may again be made, to justify 
discriminations for specific purposes under the clause in the 
Constitution delegating the power ** to provide for the general 
welfare." An argument can scarcely be conceived of a more 
insiduous or dangerous character — one which opens the door 
wider than all others, to enable the rich and powerful to trample 
upon the rights of the more feeble — one of the most illimitable 
in its operations, and one before which the Constitution must 
cease to exist as. anything but a shadow. What act of local 
interest might not be performed under such a construction, when 
the mere fiat of a mgyority of Congress is left to pronounce upon 
the contingent incidental consequences? Fortunately, sir, a 
question of that importance is not left in doubt, but is specially 
provided for by the Constitution itself. By a reference to that 
instrument, the power to provide for the general welfare is made 
subject to that uniform imposition of duties. Let the provision 
speak for itself : " Congress shall have power to collect duties 
"and provide for the general welfare, but all duties shall be uni- 
"form throughout the United States." In other words, if the 
general welfare -is to be promoted through the imposition of 
duties, still those duties shall be uniformly imposed. 

I am well aware that a principle of construction has been 
resorted to, to obviate the objection I have raised. I am well 
aware, sir, that it is claimed that if the duty is made uniform on 
a single article throughout the United States, that a different 
duty may be imposed upon a different article, or upon the same 
article in some subdivided form, and yet the spirit of the Consti- 
tution have been complied with. Permit me, sir, to examine 
this principle of construction. 

The Constitution says : ** Congress shall have the power to 
lay and collect taxes." But it does not say those taxes shall be 
uniform throughout the States. Will any one undertake to say 
that Congress, under that clause, can impose a tax upon one State, 
from which another may be exempt ? No one, sir, will undertake 
to claim that power. Upon that same principle, then. Congress 
would not have had the power to impose a duty upon the same 
article in one State, and have exempted another from its opera- 
tion, even though the clause requiring them to be uniform had 
not been inserted. Then, sir, the wise men who framed our 
Constitution, either inserted that exemption clause without in- 
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tending it to have meaning, or it meant mach more than those 
oonstractionists are willing to allow. Had any of the distribu' 
tive adjectives been used (each, every, or either), that clause of 
the Oonstitutioh might have borne the construction given. But 
it says, " all duties imposed," and without a violent perversion 
of the English language, must mean all. The word " uniform '* 
is defined by the learned authors of our vocabularies as meaning 
" not variable," " not different," " conforming to one rule or 
mode," "having the same degree." Can, then, all duties be said 
to be uniform, when on the same kind of article, in one case a 
duty of five per cent, and in another a duty of forty per cent is 
imposed? Can all duties be said to be invariable, when on one 
article a per cent is imposed upon a minimum valuation, and a 
specific duty is imposed on another ? Can all duties be said not 
to be different, when a specific duty is imposed upon one article, 
and an ad valorem on another? Can all duties in those cases 
be said to be conforming to one rule or mode, or as having the 
same degree ? Sir, it is beyond my comprehension how duties 
can be imposed upon the specific or minimum principle, and be 
made to conform to the requirements of the Constitution. Again, 
sir : the Constitution provides that Congress shall have power 
to collect excises, and that all those excises shall be uniform 
throughout the States. Should Congress, under that power, im- 
pose an excise twice as high upon the manufacturers of cloth as 
should be imposed upon the manufacturers of iron, would any 
one undertake to justify the imposition of such an excise, upon the 
ground that the excise upon cloth was uniform throughout the 
States as was also the excise upon iron ? I am much mistaken 
if such a construction would be submitted to. I am much mis- 
taken if the manufacturers of cloths would not throw themselves 
upon the letter of the Constiiution, which says all excises shall 
be uniform, and would claim that no excise burdens could be 
constitutionally imposed upon them, higher than was imposed 
upon others in the community. Sir, if the letter of the Con- 
stitution had been adhered to upon these subjects, how much 
of wrong, that certain portions of our people have suffered, would 
have been obviated. How much of heart-burning would have 
been prevented, that has already shaken our institutions to their 
centre. How much of those dissensions would have been avoided, 
which may yet work the ruin of our nation. Sir, this doctrine 
of uniformity of duties is not new. It has at all times been en- 
tertained by some of the purest and ablest of our statesmen. 
The compromise act was the offspring of these principles. But, sir, 
it has been said that the compromise act was a failure, because 
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it did not provide a sufficiency of revenue. That failure, sir, 
nvas not in th*e principles of the act, but in those provisions of 
the act which left more than half the imports of the country free 
of duty. The general interests of the country were never more 
prosperous than under the operations of the compromise act 
To have increased the revenue, it would only have been neces- 
sary to have imposed the uniform duties upon the free list; and 
instead of fifteen millions of dollars, over thirty millions would 
have been annually produced. I shall now claim to be indulged 
with looking at the policy of discriminating in duties to promote 
individual interests, upon priociples of expediency. In connec- 
tion with that policy it is contended, that unless our people are 
restrained by discriminating duties in their foreign intercourse, 
they will work our national ruin. 

The time has been when the people of this country were 
thought to be capable of self-government ; when they were 
thought to be capable of dictating not only what our statute laws, 
but what our fundamental laws, should be. Ajid shall it now 
be said, that they must be restrained in their choice of whom 
they shall buy and to whom they shall sell, and that, too, by 
arbitrary laws, justified only by the most violent principles of 
construction ? 

The time has been when it was thought to be the work of 
wisdom to devise means to conduct our Government upon prin- 
ciples of economy. The time has been when it would have been 
considered a most happy and desirable consummation, if the 
operations of our Government could have been carried on with- 
out any considerable expenditure. But, sir, the advocates of 
discriminating in duties must consider such consummation to be 
the most disastrous. For if we had but little expenditure, we 
should require but little of duties. And of course, it is of great 
importance, when our expenditures are large, that a high system 
of discriminations are necessary, in order to save us from ruin, 
in raising the means to pay those expenses, what overwhelming 
ruin must be our fate if some system of legislation should be 
adopted to save us from those expenses ? It has been a proverb 
in England, that a national debt is a national blessing. With 
some it must be a proverb here, that national extravagance is 
our national salvation. Consistent with their expressed views 
of public policy, do we not see the friends of the policy of dis- 
crimination resorting to the broadest principles of construction, 
and all other means, in order to enhance our Government ex- 
penditures? It is claimed that discriminations in duties must be 
made for the benefit of manufacturers, in consequence of the 
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higher rates of interest in this country, than is allowed on capi- 
tal in Europe. Those discriminations are also claimed, in con- 
sequence of the higher price of labor that prevails in this country 
than is paid in Europe. That we may understand and appreciate 
the justice of these claims, I will refer to the statistics of the 
State of Massachusetts. In 1845, the labor of 128,013 men, 
women and children, with a capital of $45,101,217, produced 
$87,924,083 worth of income. During the same year, the whole 
agricultural population, with a capital amounting to the value of 
all the lands in the State, produced only the income of $12,- 
667,625. 

In agriculture, the yearly labor of one man produced one 
hundred and eighty-three dollars incoma 

In manufactures, the yearly labor of one person (averaged be- 
tween men, women and children) produced an income of seven 
hundred and fifty dollars each. 

Agriculture required four hundred dollars capital to produce 
one hundred dollars income. 

Manufactures required only fifty-two dollars of capital to pro- 
duce one hundred dollars income. 

Agriculture required eighty dollars of labor to produce one 
hundred dollars oi income. 

Manufactures required only twenty -five dollars of labor to 
produce one hundred dollars of income. 

In agriculture, the interest at six per cent, on the capital neces- 
sary in the production of one hundred dollars income, would 
have been twenty-four dollars ; whereas the interest on the capi- 
tal necessary to produce that income in manufactures, would 
have been only three dollars twelve cents. 

The tax, at the rate of fifty cents on the one hundred dollars 
on the same capital in agriculture, would have been two dollars; 
whereas, in manufactures, it would have been only twenty-five 
cents. 

To look, sir, at this subject abbreviated: On expense in labor, 
manufactures stanc^ to agriculture as twenty-five dollars is to 
eighty dollars ; on capital, as fifty-two dollars is to four hundred 
dollars; on interest, as three dollars twelve cents is to twenty- 
four dollars; on taxes, as twenty -five cents is to two dollars. 
And yet, sir, this doctrine of discrimination proposes to tax the 
capital and labor of agriculture, for the benefit of the owners of 
capital in manufactures. It is contended, sir, that to bestow 
special legislative favor to manufactures, will bestow special 
protection to labor in this country. This suggestion can be best 
understood by a reference to the financial report of the Secretary 



MASQUERADING P0LITICUN8, 227 

of the Treasury at the last session of Congress, Almost every 
answer of manufacturers from almost every State in the Union, 
in that report, tells us that improvements in machinery have 
reduced the expense of manufacturing about thirty per cent. 
Almost, all tell us that for the last thirty years the wages of 
labor have remained stationary. Wages were the same when 
duties were at 40, 70, or 100 per cent, that they were when 
only 20 per cent Wages haa remained the same when im- 
provements had reduced the expense of manufacturing thirty 
Eer centj with what they had been when manufacturing haa 
een most expensive. Whatever changes had been made, they 
all admit that laborers never enjoyed the benefit of those changes,, 
however favorable ; but that the benefits were monopolized and 
enjoyed exclusively by the owners of capital themselves. 

Sir, the advocates of discrimination in duties contend that 
high duties do not increase the price of the article to the con- 
sumer. So said the author of the act of 1842 ; and yet in that 
very act they provided to have the duties refunded to sugar 
refiners and to rum manufacturers. So said the advocates of 
that act at the last session of Congress ; and yet they almost 
unanimously voted to refund duties on railroad iron. Duties 
under that act have been refunded on over three millions of 
pounds of sugar, and over four millions of gallons of molasses, 
during the last year. And during the past few years, over three 
millions of dollars have been refunded on railroad iron. Sir^ 
unless on sugar, molasses, and iron, the price is increased to the 
amount of duty imposed, a grosser act of legislative injustice 
was never perpetrated than under the operation of the laws 
refunding those duties. 

But, sir, the consideration that is urged upon us with more 
earnestness than all others is, that discriminations for the benefit 
of manufacturers create a home market for our agricultural pro- 
ductiona To a right understanding of this argument, we cao 
again refer to the statistics of Massachusetts. In 1845^ the manu- . 
factured products of Massachusetts amounted to $87,924,0831 
Discounting thirty-five per cent (the average of duties by tho 
act of 1842), would give to those manufacturers a bonus, raised 
by a tax upon the people, of $22,795,133 annually. Discount- 
ing twenty-four per cent (the average of duties by the act of 
1846), gives annually to those manufacturers a bonus of $17,- 
017,565. Now, then, suppose the agricultural productions con- 
sumed in this country to be annually $800,000,000; suppose the 
population of Massachusetts to be one twenty-fifth of the whole^ 
as it is nearly ; suppose onetbird of that population to be eme. 
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ployed in manufacturing; then, sir, the manufacturing population 
would be one-eightieth of that of the United States, and may be 
expected to ^nsume one-eightieth of those agricultural produC' 
tions. Upon that basis of calculation, the manufacturing popu- 
lation of Massachusetts would consume annually $10,000,000 
worth of our products of agriculture That, sir, is the value of 
that home market Under the policy recommended by gentle- 
men, we have paid over $22,000,000 annually, and ehall still 
pay over $17,000,000 annually, for a market to consume annually 
only $10,000,000 worth of products. I ask gentlemen to look 
at this view of the subject If they call this calculation theoriz- 
ing, I ask them how facts and figures can ever be made to pro- 
duce demonstration? Upon this basis of calculation, we have 
been paying to the manufacturers of this country, under the 
name of protection, over $48,000,000 annually more than the 
whole amount of agricultural productions which they have or 
can consuma Is it surprising, then, sir, that under this system 
of creating home markets, in the language of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Hudson), agriculture has not retained its 
proportion to the growing population of the country ? Is it sur- 
prising that the agricultural population of New York has dimin- 
ished within the last five years r Is it surprising that agricultural 
products generally had depreciated in price over forty per cent, 
since 1841, or that the gross value of the agricultural products 
of New York was worth many millions less in 1845 than they 
were in 1840? Is it surprising that the gross value of agricul- 
tural products had diminished in Massachusetts near four millions 
of dollars between 1841 and 1842, as the census shows? Is it 
surprising that 9,000,000 of pounds of wool grown in New York 
was worth more, by $700,000, in 1840, than thirteen millions of 
pounds of wool is worth at the present prices ? Is it at all sur- 
prising that manufactures heve advanced beyond the proportion 
of our growing population during this same time ? Is it not 
surprising, sir, that the people of this country have so long tole- 
rated a system so unequal, so oppressive, so unjust? 

In common with my brother farmers, I have felt the blighting 
influences of this policy. I have listened to their cunningly- 
devised fables and falsehoods, which have been resorted to to 
blind us to the causes which have robbed us of the fruits of our 
toil, and pushed us on the road to adversity. I have witnessed 
the violent struggles by which a modification of that policy has 
been resisted. I have seen with what desperate energy the 
attempt has been made to retain upon us a policy of revenue 
more nighly oppressive than was then existing in any nation on 
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the face of the earth. I believe it is a desire to restore that 
policy, which is one of the strongest motives in opposing a duty 
upon tea and coiBFee. I believe the levying that duty for the 
purposes of the war will assist in protecting us against the 
re-establishment of that or a similar policy. It is this conviction 
that has prompted me in going more largely into this subject 
than 1 otherwise should have done. 

Avarice, sir, was never satisfied by indulgence, nor ambition 
surfeited by gratification. Those who have enjoyed contribu- 
tions upon the people for the last quarter of a century, will not 
quietly submit to a deprivation of any of their spoils. Office 
seekers and legislators will be found willing to make with them 
common cause. There will be an eJQFort to put again upon us 
the yoke of 1842. The struggle must coma Whether 'at this 
session, the next, or after the nation has been convulsed at an- 
other election, I know not ; but the struggle will come. To the 
friends of justice, of the people's rights, of their country's good, 
we must look to save us again from the vortex of oppression. 

But, sir, if the doctrine of special and partial legislation is to 
be insisted upon — if the doctrine of legislative protection is to 
prevail in this country, then, certainly, its benefits should not be 
confined to the few, but should be directly for the benefit of the 
greater portion, if not for the whole of our population. No con- 
siderable interest should be left to the uncertain tenure of con- 
tingent, incidental consequences. Under this view of the case, 
the agricultural interest should be one specially to receive the 
direct benefits, by way of legislation. I will venture to suggest, 
then, the propriety of ascertaining the average export valuation 
on all the staple articles of agriculture, for the last ten years : 
the grain, flour, wool provisions, &c;, of the North ; the cotton, 
tobacco, rice, sugar, &a, of the South. And upon that average 
valuation to give an export bounty equal to one-half of the 
average per cent, duty imposed upon imports. This bounty 
would be special potection to agriculture, which gives employ * 
ment to three-fourths of our population. At the same time 
manufactures would enjoy the protection of the duties, and com- 
merce would enjoy the increased exports and imports which a 
system of bounties may be presumed to create. Now, sir, what 
objection can be raised to this system of protection by the advo- 
cates of that doctrine 7 It cannot be said to be new. I cannot 
claim the merit of originality in proposing it. We give to fisher- 
men bounties, and why are the hardy sons of the ocean any 
more subjects of bounty than those of the field ? We give to 
rum makers and sugar refiners bounties, by way of refunded 

30 
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duties ; why are not the producers of flour, meat, wool, and cot- 
ton, equally subjects of such bounty ? If it is called refunding 
duties on raw material, in one case ; in the other, if you please, 
call it refunding duties on the cloth, iron, sugar, molasses, salt, 
spices, &C., consumed by the cultivators of the soil. If the 
wealthy owners of railroad stocks are deserving of the millions 
of bounties which they have received, why is not much more 
so that portion of our population whose sweat and toil procures 
for us the means of subsistence ? New York also sets us the 
example of giving bounties to the manufacturers of salt But, 
sir, we have another example set us upon this subject, inviting 
our imitation; an example hallowed by time, and recommended 
by long experiment During the arbitrary reigns of the Tudors 
and Stuarts in England, agricultural exports were not only sub- 
ject to duty, but the exporter was under the necessity of pur- 
chasing a license. But in 1689, when liberty had commenced 
to dawn upon the British empire, the laws requiring duties and 
licenses were repealed, and others passed, bestowing bounties 
upon the exportation of agricultural productions. In 1750, 
sixty-one years after the passage of those laws, we find that six- 
teen hundred thousand dollars was paid in one year, in bounties 
upon agricultural exports. I believe that law now stands in 
force upon their statute book, but for near half a century has 
been a dead-letter, as their increased population has rendered 
their limited territory unequal to its required supplies. 

Sir, no reason can be given in favor of protecting any interest 
in this country which would not apply in an eminent degree in 
favor of the extension of direct protection to agriculture. Should 
protection be given where capital is required to be large in pro- 
portion to its income ? For that cause, agriculture requires it 
more than any other interest Sbould protection be given where 
labor is most expensive ? It is most expensive in agricultura 
Is it desirable to procure increased wages for laborers? While 
in manufactures, whatever protection they may have enjoyed, 
the wages of laborers have remained stationary, in agriculture 
increased wages follow increased prices, as certainly as the mut- 
tering thunder follows the lightning's flash. Do we wish to be 
independent of other nations ? Do we wish more — do we wish 
other nations to be dependent upon us? Then, instead of re- 
stricting, we ought to facilitate our intercourse with the whole 
commercial world. Adopt a policy such as I am now suggest- 
ing, and all nations will look to and depend upon us to supply 
their deflciencies. Our every variety of climate, our unequalled 
fertility of soil, our territory of almost limitless extent, would 
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enable us, by proper legislative protection, to become the gran- 
ary of the world. That protection, sir, should not only be in 
bounties bestowed, but exemption from unreasonable burdens 
imposed for the benefit of others. 

if an objection should be raised to the system I have proposed, 
in consequence of the effect it may have upon revenue, I answer, 
it is an experiment well worth the trying, to see whether the 
increased importations, consequent upon thie facilities which 
bounties would bestow upon exports, would not actually 
increase the amount of revenue available to the Government. 
But should it not be so increased ; should the amount of revenue 
over the bounties be only sufficient to pay the ordinary expenses 
of the Government, the great agricultural interest, embracing 
the largest portion of our population, and subject to pay the 
greatest proportion of our national expenditures, if favored with 
bounties, would not hesitate to have all extraordinary expenses 
paid by direct taxation. More than this ; agriculturists might 
discover it to be their interest to have the whole government 
expenditure paid by taxation, and would be satisfied to have no 
more duties collected than were necessary to pay the bounties 
allowed. Manufacturers would soon discover that this system 
would be holding to their lips the cup they have so freely urged 
upon others. I say to the advocates of protection, that my 
policy, if objectionable, is less so than theirs. Mine would 
confer direct benefits upon a large majority of the people ; theirs 
only upon a limited minority. If, however, this policy is objected 
to, then let this subject be met on common ground. Let the 
whole system of protection be abandoned ; let the business of 
the country be governed by the laws of trade ; let agriculturists 
be freed from the oppressions and embarrassments of partial 
legislation, and they will ask nothing for themselves. Give them 
but a fair field in the markets of the world, and they will never 
be the supplicants for legislative favor. 

It is urged here, that our whole system of legislation has been 
characterized by extending protection to manufactures. I ask 
gentlemen to look, and see whether a paragraph can be found 
upon our statute books in which any direct or even indirect 
provision has been made to benefit agriculture. Why this 
partiality then ? Is not agriculture the first and most important 
interest in our country? Is it not shown, that if any interest is 
deserving of or needing protection, that interest is the agri- 
cultural f Then, sir, if any system of legislative protection is 
again introduced into our Halls of legislation, the agriculturist 
should be the recipient. By so doing, we should wipe out a blem- 
ish that now characterizes the legislative history of our country. 
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THE MOREHOUSE ESTATE- 



Private matters that are of Public Import 

ance. 



In 1861 i loaned to Barnet Overtiser some hundreds of 
dollars for which a joint note was given. To avoid losing the 
security by the statute of limitations the note Was twice renewed, 
trailing to be able to giVe the security a third time, his son-in-laW 
Mr. Alanson Morehouse, was persuaded to pay the debt for 
which and other debts he took a deed of real estate for which 
he paid $15,000, and for the payment of other debts he took 
certain personal property. For the use of the money thus 
invested Mr. Overhiser was to account, being permitted to 
occupy the property, in the meantime Mr. Morehouse receiving 
board fot himself and family as part pay for the use of his money 
invested. 

In 1875 a tiote against Ambrose L. Overhiser and others was 
sent me for collection, and' Mr. Morehouse refused to cash it, 
expressing doubts of Mr. Overhiser's responsibility, and the most 
kindly relations did not appear to exist between them. Messrs. 
Andrews & Edwahls collected the note and sent me their check 
for $223.68 on the 13th of December, 1876. On the first of 
June, 1878, Mn Morehouse made his will, bequeathing to his 
blood relations some $25,000, and to his wife bis real estate and 
some $10,000 of Investments, and certain other property, among 
which was stocky farming implements, crops, household furniture 
and other personal property on the premises, not including 
money, bonds^ mortgages or other securities for the payment of 
money. 
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In 1881 he died, and on the 10th of August of that year an 
inventory of his personal property was taken which amounted to 
Over $42,000* The property on the premises was not included 
in the inventory. It subsequently appeared in the public papers 
that Ambrose L. Overhiser had sued the executors for the pur-* 
pose of collecting $7,000 for the board of Mr. Morehouse and 
his family. As Commissioner of Highways he doubled the tax 
that the law contemplated upon the town. When asked his 
reason for doing so he made some rude replies through the public 
papers, in which he gave his reasons for not taxing the More^ 
house estate. Through those communications or some other 
means unknown to me the attention of the asrent of a charitable 
institution to which a residuary legacy had been made was 
called to the subject In a five minutes' conversation with on© 
of those agents to his inquiry who he should enploy as counsel 
in the case, I suggested the name of E. E. Andrews. To my 
surprise I had previously been subpoenaed in the case as a 
witness for Mr. Overhiser. But I was excused at the first 
meeting, as the court and counsel desired to go fishing- At a 
subsequent meeting at my house I stated that I estimated the 
use of the farm for farm purposes to be $300 per year, and that 
the usual price I had paid for board or received for board was 
two dollars per week, but I had boarded persons for one dollar 
and a half per week While the value of keeping a horse was 
under consideration, I understood Mr. Overhiser to say that Mr. 
Morehouse kept his own horse, and I understood him also to 
«ay that certain property bequeathed in the will belonged to him. 
I was subsequently subpoenaed by the defendant. Upon several 
subjects being included in one single inquiry, I requested to be 
-excused from answering as they were proper subjects for others 
to answer^ and my advanced age and feeble health were dis- 
qualifications to me, and there were circumstances in respect to 
the inquiries that need explanation. One circumstance I sug- 
gested in relation to the horse keeping ; I said I understood Mr. 
Overhiser to say that Mr. Morehouse kept his own horse. One 
other circumstance occurred to me that I did not suggest. If the 
service for drawing lumber was chargeable) that lumber should 
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have appeai*ed in the inventory. If drawn subsequent to the 
death of the testator, the charges should be to the legatee. Not- 
withstanding I was excused from the direct examination, a 
cross-examination was attempted to which I stated that in my 
then state of health I could not remember dates^ or the names 
of persons, or passing events, and under the excitement I might 
say things that I should subsequently regret After some 
hesitancy I was excused from that examination. 

It struck me very unfavorably that the examination was con- 
fined to the value of the premises, for mere farming purposes, 
when it was notorious and the claim itself showed their use to 
be many fold greater for boarding and other purposes. It struck 
me also very forcibly that the use of the premises should be in 
accordance with the original contract with Mr. Barnet Overhiser^ 
which certainly had not been changed in 1876, and the will 
bequeathing stock, farm implements and crops showed con- 
clusively that no change had been made in that contract in 1879. 
It struck me very forcibly that if the circumstances of the farm 
made boarding very valuable, the use of the farm should have 
been correspondingly high. 

One other circumstance has occurred to me. It is susceptible 
of. proof that soon after making his will Mr. Morehouse had 
some $6,000 that he desired to loan, and asked assistance to do 
so. During the two years subsequent to making his will the 
interest on his investments must have been near $5,000 more. 
In the meantime he collected a mortgage against a Mr. Griswold 
which, including interest, was near $3,000 more. The inventory 
shows there was only $920 on the premises at the death of the 
testator. The residue of course was elsewhere, in bank or other- 
wise, as prudence may have dictated, or it would have appeared 
in the inventory and should be accounted for to the residuary 
legatees. 

This explanation appears to be necessary to me, as the position 
of the Morehouse estate occurred partly through my instru- 
mentality and for my benefit. I am censured, too, for imperti- 
nent intermeddling when my action occurred either through Mr. 
Overhiser himself or under the authority of subpcenses. The 
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charge of over one thousand dollars annually in addition to the 
use of a farm costing $15,000, for the mere table expenses of 
three persons, is most extraordinary. Also, the charge for keep- 
ing a horse which he did not keep, and for drawing lumber 
which does not appear in the inventory, and for the possession 
and claim of property bequeathed in the will, is extraordinary. 
The omission in the inventory of so large an amount of property^ 
including money and lumber drawn and goods and chattels be- 
queathed, is also extraord^ary, and it cannot be impertinent 
that all the people in the town should feel an interest in it and 
think it concerned the reputation of the whole town. 

Mr. Morehouse made his will on the first of June, 1878, and 
had then in hand some $6,000. In August, 1880, he received on 
the Griswold mortgage near $8,000. On the first of August, 
1881, the inventory of his estate was taken which amounted to 
about $42,000, upon most of which an interest had been paid for 
at least two years. His last gift to his kindred was the sum of 
$2,000 in May, 1877, one year before making his will. His only 
investment between making the will and the inventory was 
$1,800 to Michael D. Higgins on the 16th of August, 1880. Hia 
table expenses were borne by Ambrose L. Overhiser. In other 
respects no family ever lived more prudently than his. Now 
how could he have run in debt to Ambrose L. Overhiser the sum 
of $7,000 over and above the use of a farm costing $15,000 ? 
And how did Ambrose L. Overhiser become the owner of his 
'stock, farm utensils, &c.? And what became of the lumber 
from Barrington for the drawing of which a charge was made ? 
And aside from the loan of $1,800, and the $920 in the inventory, 
what became of the near $15,000 of the cash interest in invest- 
ments and sum collected on the Griswold mortgage ? Since I 
have been censured for an impertinent interference, under the 
circumstances I feel myself at liberty to submit these questions 
and think them of public concern. 
May 30, 1883. 
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THE TARIFF QUESTION- 



Genuine and Counterfeit Democractic 

Principles CAtrasted. 



Bepublicans are responsible far the use of the word "robustu- 
ous " as applied to a portion of the Democratio party. It is a 
common expression in Bepublican publications that a robust 
portion of the Democracy favor a protective tariflE The Ameri- 
can Register of the 12th of May, 1888, states that the New York 
Herald editorially declares that there is no difference between 
the two parties on the tarriff question, and the editor of the 
National Register undertakes to define the difference between the 
parties. He says that Democrats are in favor of a revenue tariff 
to pay the expenses of the government, whereas Eepublicans 
are in favor of a protective tariff to pay those expenses. *T!'hose 
expenses" now are annually $400,000,000. The effect upon 
manufactures being the same in both eases, differing only in 
words. In the one case called " incidental " and in the other 
" direct" Now having given my attention to this subject for 
over forty years in both oflBcial and private life, I have ever 
understood the Democratic principle to be that the General Gov- 
ernment was solely created to be sovereign over the commercial 
and diplomatic interests. For the ordinary support of the gov- 
ernment it had the right to tax its subject commerce by impos- 
ing a duty upon imports, from which right the States were ex- 
cluded. For all extraordinary expenses of the government, such 
as improvements within States by the consent of the States ; 
and war in defense of the States, and the consequences growing 
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out of such war, such as pensions, &c., the government had con- 
current jurisdiction with the States in imposing taxes upon the 
property of the people within the Statea This I have under- 
stood to be pure Democratic policy ; whereas the policy de- 
scribed by the Register I understand to be robustuous Democracy 
or Bepublicanism in disguisa Under that robustuous and Re- 
publican policy a national debt and extravagance is considered 
national blessings, as published in the pamphlet of Jay Cook, 
the great Republican financier. While the Democratic policy 
leads to the strictest economy, the Republican policy leads to all 
the extravagance that can be devised. 

The Columbia Bepublican of May 8d, 1883, states that at the 
election of 1880, Gen. Hancock was personally the most popular 
of the two candidates, but the tariff for revenue policy defeated 
him. The National Register from which I have quoted, states 
that at the election of 1880 thb election of Gen. Hancock would 
have been certain had it not been for the tariff question. With 
all due deference to those two authorities I must state that it is 
the generally received opinion that Gen. Hancock would have 
been elected had it not been for the star route thieves. And 
further, that he would have been elected in spite of the star route 
thieves had it not been for the stalwart thieves in the State of 
New York. But taking the opinions of those editors for granted, 
I will say to them that I trust that Democrats will never sacri- 
fice principles for spoils. If that tariff policy has been the pro- 
ducing cause of having that commerce that our government was 
created to foster and protect thrown into foreign ships, and has 
caused the expenses of our government to be increased four fold, 
and has thrown nine-tenths of those expenses upon the agricul- 
tural industries, and has reduced that agriculture to a second- 
rate interest, taking the value of agricultural productions from 
under the natural laws of trade with friendly commercial nations 
and putting them into the hands and under the control of middle 
men, and has raised the productions of manufacturers to more 
than double all the other industries thereby making the few very 
rich and the many very poor, and diffused wickedness and crime 
among the people, and corrupted the ballot box thereby filling 
31 
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most official position with knaves — ^if such has been the effect of 
a protective tarijf I trust that the Democrats will fight on and 
ever against that policy till under an all-wise Providence they 
will learn to repudiate it. 

If too much of that robustuousness shall not be found to be 
infused among the recently elected members of Congress, I be- 
lieve the desired reform will be made and I have faith to believe 
that our President will favor it 

In the New York Sun of May 19th the editor says that he did 
believe that the principal issue of the next presidential campaign 
would be the turning out of the Bepublicans, and the Democrats 
would come squarely before the country to make the tariff the 
only source of revenue. Of course the editor thinks that robus- 
tuous Democracy will be the controlling principle of the party 
at that election, differing only from the Bepublicans in name, 
the sole object of both parties being the spoils. To increase 
those spoils both parties will tax their ingenuities to increase 
the expenses of the government. High salaries, extravagant 
internal improvements, and pensions not only to soldiers but to 
men in office who, like official men in British India may have 
palaces on the mountains, in the cities, and by the sea, will be- 
come the national policy. 

In national debts the United States stands now only one 
fourth among the nations of the world. Take the pension list 
as it soon will be as being the interest of and existing principal, 
and the debt of the United States will exceed that of all other 
nations. Throw the burden of that debt upon commerce and 
instead of being thrown into foreign ships it will be swept from 
the ocean except the favored few through a process of discrimi- 
nations. The proportion of debt for each man, woman and 
child may soon exceed $500. If evenly imposed one-half would 
fall upon agriculture, as its population comprises one-half; but 
if the policy now existing should be continued, nine-tenths of 
that burden would fall upon agriculture, in which condition the 
farmer would have cause to envy that of the African slave. 

Now if pure Democracy can be made to prevail in our country, 
and no duties imposed upon commerce except for the ordinary 
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expenses of our government, and all other expenses imposed 
upon the wealth of the people within States, all the evils sug- 
gested will be averted and principles of strict economy will be 
adopted June 4^ 1883. 
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REPUBLICAN KNAVERY, 



Some of the Leading Characteristics oC the 

Party of Many Aliases. 



l)avid S. Cowles was my personal friend, as his letters on my 
files will amply show. At times, too, " one house contained us 
and one table fed." But when invited by him to a meeting 
in Hudson in the Spring of 1861, for the purpose of organizing 
a regiment preparatory to plunging into a civil war, I declined 
the honor, as at such meeting I should have talked conciliation, 
which a public paper in Hudson had expressly forbidden. I 
should also have talked about the constitution, which the party 
in political ascendant just at that time was pleased to consider to 
be " a covenant with hell." When subsequently invited to dance 
in a saloon erected to his memory I declined the honor, for I 
thought it more advisable that the circumstances in which his 
life was sacrificed should be forgotten. When now kindly invited 
to contribute to an object calculated to perpetuate the memory 
of our late civil war I am constrained to decline the honor, for 
I consider it the most lamentable war that ever disgraced 
humanity, and instead of memorials and decorations to perpetu* 
ate its memory I would contribute liberally to cover its history 
with oblivion. It calls to mind our nation whelmed in blood 
and cities wrapped in fire and — 

•* That by fire and sword the countiy roimd 
Was wasted far and Wide, 
And many a sickly mother then 
And new born infant died.'' 
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It calls to mind sut^h scenes as that at Manasses where, within 
one hour's railroad ride from Washington, twenty thousand 
Blaughte]:'ed men were left to suffer, starve and perish for four 
long days and nights, while their magnanimous enemies did 
what they could for their relief, dismissing to their homes twenty 
thousand captured soldiers while yet surrounded by the dead 
und wounded. It calls to mind the treatment that the leader 
of those people has received in return for their noble magnan- 
imity. Though defending the constitutional rights of his State, 
his property has been confiscated and his noble park, consecrated 
in the memory of a long life and its associations with his noble 
kindred, George Washington, the ackhowledged Father of his 
country, has been malignantly converted into a public burying 
ground. It calls to mind that that noble leader's life was only 
saved by. a treaty dictated by President Lincoln, for which act 
President Lincoln's life was sacrificed at the hands of an assas- 

BllL 

It calls to mind the antecedents of the party under all its 
aliases in the long years of the past. In 1804, under the name 
of Federalists, they heaped every vile epithet upon Morgan Lewis, 
one of the purest patriots of our country, while they lauded 
to the skies the characteristics of Aaron Burr, the traitor and 
murderer of Alexander Hamilton, and they made Burr their 
candidate for Governor of the State. For sixteen years as 
Federalists they tried to make Charles Coatsworth Pinckney or 
his brother Thomas either President or Vice President or foreign 
Minister, merely for their instrumentality in getting the African 
slave trade recognized under the federal constitution, while they 
heaped every vile epithet upon James Madison for opposing 
such recognition. As Federalists they influenced Massachusetts 
in the war of 1812 to withdraw from the Union and give every 
aid and comfort to the enemy, and when that enemy had been 
humbled, in sneaking back into the Union again. During our 
whole history, under a variety of aliases, through bounties, 
drawbacks, protective tariff, syndicates, credit mobilliers, a civil 
war, and every other means that a hellish ingenuity could in- 
vent, they have been plundering their country till wickedness, 
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corruption and crime have become our most prominent char- 
acteristics, and the wealth of the nation has become concentrated 
in a few hands, and human liberty is getting to be a misnomen 
The late election of 1880 has shown the characteristics of that 
party through all its history, and the coodition into which the 
country has been reduced through its instrumentality. At that 
election the Democratic candidate was distinguished for the most 
exalted talents, the most important services for his country, the 
most unblemished character, setting at defiance the malignity 
of his opponents ; while the Eepublioan candidate was charac- 
terized for the opposite extreme. To recount his performances 
my limited sheet will not allow. I will therefore state iti brief 
that he was identified in the salary grab, also the DeGollier 
bribe, and was not second in the credit mobellier steal, for which 
James Brooks and Oakes Ames were expelled from Congress. 
He was a member of the court that caused Mrs. Suratt to be 
executed, who by common opinion was an innocent women* 
He was a prominent actor in causing a President of the United 
States to be inaugurated who had never been elected by the 
people. Because he has been assassinated by one of his cor- 
rupt political associates the world has been convulsed with the 
mockery of woe, and his knavish party is about to erect a monu- 
ment to his memory. June 12, 1883. 
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IS IT IMPERTINENCE? 



Another Chapter on the Morehouse Estate. 
A Vindication that Seems Called for. 



I am charged with impertinence for taking an interest in a 
judicial proceeding against the estate of a deceased citizen of 
Hillsdala My answer is that I am a citizen of the United States 
and a life long citizen of Hillsdale, and I have been required 
during much of a long life, to defend the estates of deceased 
persons and of widows and orphans, and in many judicial pro- 
ceedings and in several counties and States. Then the circam- 
stances of the case under consideration accrued partly through 
my procurement and partly for my benefit. Then again, my 
interference in the case has been required by subpoensBS on the 
part of both plaintiff and defendant. I have been invited by the 
defendant agent and his counsel to aid in procuring testimony, 
and have been rudely called to the front by the plaintiff himself. 
From my experience I have concluded that under our wise laws 
an unjust claim can hardly be collected of the estate of a deceased 
person if such claim shall be judiciously resisted. Under those 
laws the plaintiff and defendant are wisely excluded from being 
witnesses without the consent of both parties, and it would be 
highly imprudent to admit either by such consent 

Then the law has wisely provided that a lesser evidence is 
not admissable while a higher is attainable. Documentary is 
the highest evidence, and in the case of deceased persons other 
evidence should be admitted with great caution, and generally 
excluded. In the case under consideration there is ample 
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documentary evidence on the part of the defence. On or about 
1867 the deceased bought a farm for $15,000. For a further 
sum he bought stock, farm utensils, furniture, &a By his will 
in 1879 he bequeathed that farm and those chattels. The deed 
and will are ample documentary proof of those facts. If no 
documentary proofs can be produced to the contrary, it is a self- 
evident fact that the plaintiff in the case and his predecessor 
were tenants at will upon the premises, and were either liable for 
their board or chargeable for the use of the premises for agricul- 
tural purposes, and vastly more for their attractions to Summer 
and other boarders. The consideration of some $16,000 for that 
real and personal property is ample documentary evidence of 
the value of their use, and it would be very imprudent to allow 
either the plaintiff or defendant to be witnesses to contradict or 
modify that evidenca 

The plaintiff^s charge for boarding persons in their own bouse 
and in the use of their own furniture is the highest possible evi- 
dence of the value of the premises for boarding purposes,- which 
should not be modified by the testimony of either the plaintiff 
or defendant "Verbal proof for the occupancy of premises is 
only legal from year to year, and the bequest of growing crops 
in 1879 is documentary proof that no such agreement was 
existing in that year. Therefore, the plaintiff if not chargeable 
for his board he was chargeable for the very great value ot the 
premises for boarding purposes. For the sake of the argument, 
let it be admitted that the plaintiff did provide the food for the 
testator and two others during six years ; he admits the use of 
$16,000 of property during that time for agricultural and very 
valuable boarding purposes, and also of receiving from the estate 
a large amount of chattels for which he should account For 
those table supplies he has now charged the estate an additional 
sum of $7,000. Had that claim been equitable, though not 
strickly legal, the law would have protected the executors in its 
payment out of the inventoried property, as it would demands 
barred by the statute of limitations. If they should now as 
admitted witnesses admit the claim to be equitable, they would 
be chargeable for the large expense incurred in resisting its pay- 
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Tnent Their refusing ita payment is one of the many conclusive 
proofs that it is one of the most unreasonable claims fbat w^ 
ever presented against the estate pf a deceased peyspn. 

The charge for horse keeping, lumber drj^wing, and othey 
matters, will be considered in futi^'e. Qcourrei^cpa in our natioq, 
in our State, in qur county, and in our towp, would look very 
much as if our people were degenerating to the savage state of 
Qature, which is described in Rigl^ar^ Irving Dodge's history of 
wild Indians. On the 542 pajge it reads : " In Indian estima- 
** tion the skillful thief stands very nearly on a par with the 
" daring fighter. Admiration for the successful thief is only 
** enhanced by envy for his skill and consequent wealth. Like 
" some other people, with them rich men have standing and con- 
" sideration irrespective of their personal qualities, and without 
" refe?«nce to how the riches were obtained." I feel to grieve 
for the degeneracy of the times, and blush for my native town 
and oopnty when I see counsel zealous in the defence of persongi 
in the perpetration of great wrongs, and when I hear men other- 
wise riBspectable exclaim : " Let him have it for he will soon 
spend it among us," and others say *■ Let him haVe it for the 
testatpr is dead apd can not suffer by it" 

I pall public attention to this subject that men of integrity 
may rush to the rescue and stop our downward progress to bar- 
barism. It can not be that a majority of our people have so far 
degenerated that they can approbate plunder because they will 
share in the spoils, or that a testator's bequest can not be pro- 
tected to go to those he loved merely because he does not guffer 
for its spoilation himself wh^lp sleeping in the graye, 

June 13, 1883. 
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REPUBLICAN SIDE ISSUES. 



The Ruin they have Wrought, and the 

Perils they Threaten. 



The ten years previous to 1860 was the most pfoeperous andt 
happy period in the history of the United States. Under the 
lead of Henry Clay, assisted by Daniel Webster and all the lead- 
ing politicians of the day, the compromise of 1850 had been made. 
That compromise recognized the sovereignty of the States and 
Territories over all their civil and industrial interests to the fullest 
extent It recognized only a revenue tariff which was fixed at 
a uniform average of twenty-four percent with no discriminating 
free list The ordinary expenses of the government in 1860 
was about sixty millions of dollars, towards which the vast public 
domain, at a low rate to encourage settlement, was an ever 
accruing revenua Our public men, with few exceptions, would 
have done honor to Greece and Borne in their palmiest days. 
Our government was universally called the best that Heaven 
ever blest a people with (see oft repeated Eepublican declarations). 
Our wealth was about $16,000,000,000, all invested in the 
industries. The products of agriculture was about $2,500,000,- 
000. The products of the manufacturers was about $1,800,000,- 
000. Our commerce was mostly done in American shipa The 
ballot box was so pure that a corrupter of it was dispised as a 
thief. 

During all our history, however, a political serpent had been 
lurking. Massachusetts statesmen had got the African slave 
trade recognized and protected under the Federal constitution. 
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Iyl 1793, a Massachusetts statesman had the address to get the 
government Treasury taxed for the benefit of the most cherished 
industrial interest of Massachusetts in the shape of laws paying 
bounties to Massachusetts fishermen and upon the rum employed 
in the African slave trade. He got a law passed by which 
peculiar manifests would protect superannuated fishing vessels 
which could be employed in the African slave trade even by 
foreigners. President John Adams got gag laws passed* 
Massachusetts left the Union in the war of 1812 and joined the 
enemy. Her General Hull surrendered an army superior in 
numbers and the quality of the troops without firing a gun. Her 
sailors in eleven minutes surrendered a superior ship without 
firing a broadside. Its Governor denounced all the ofiicers in 
the United States, Executive, Legislative, Diplomatic, Military 
and Naval, and called a traitor convention, and put twenty 
thousand troops in the field near Boston as a diversion to enable 
the enemy to capture the Louisiana territory. When the States 
had gloriously closed the war Massachusetts came sneaking back 
into the Union, and under John Quincey Adams' Administration 
commenced her policy of plunder under what they were pleased 
to call " the American system,^' of which a protective tariff was 
the main object. Such men as Henry Clay and Daniel Webster 
and the leading politicians of the day checked that policy by a 
compromise in 1888. But by taking advantage of the imbecility 
and want of experience of President Harrison it was renewed in 
a much more aggravated form in 1842. It was again put down 
by the tariff" act of 1846, and the compromise of 1850 was 
intendtii to do away with it forever. And the ten succeeding 
years was the most prosperous period in the history of our 
country. 

But the political serpent still lived. While Boston rum was 
used as the main spring to the African slave trade, a furious side 
issue was got up in Boston against the existence of slavery. 
While 60,000 hogsheads of that rum was deluging our country, 
a furious side issue had its root in Boston upon the subject of 
temperance. Another side issue was got up in Boston lest slaves 
should be carried into the Louisiana territory, which Massachu- 
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setts but a iFew years before had tried to aid England to fcakd 
from our country. Another side issue was got up denouncing 
the National banner as ** hate's polluted rag/' on aixount of 
slavery, while under Massachusetts' special influence the con- 
stitution recognized the existence of that slavery. Andther side 
issue was got up to prevent foreigners and catholics from obtain- 
ing political influence in the country. By knavish cunning 
those united side issues obtained possession of the sword and 
purse of the Nation in 1861. A Massachusetts Governor, over- 
shadowing the Presidential chair, in thirty days changed the 
prosperous and peaceful scenes of 1860 into a devastating and 
bloody civil war. In that war a million of lives and ten thousand 
millibn of treasure ^as sacrificed on one sida On the Other side 
was a corresponding loss of life and treasure, in addition to cities 
burned and & vast rei^ion of country laid waste by fire and sword; 
And a President who was made th<e instrutnent, bebause b^ 
desired and attempted to mitigate thbse evils was assassinated. 

That war has beien closed near twenty years, and what is our 
conditibn ? A Uniott of States changed to a collection of States 
by forc& The ballbt in iiitelligent hands soon to be substituted 
by bayonets in the hands of senli-barbaKaiis under leaders already 
educated for that jJurpose. Our government expenditures of 
$60,000,000 in I860 has been raised to over $400,000,000,000 iil 
1882, with pensioners soon t6 exceed in numbers the armies of 
Napolean when at war with all Europe. Agricdltiiral produc- 
tions, which in 1860 exceeded $2,600,000,000, in consequence of 
high duties upon imports and paying nide tenths of the enormouS 
taxes of the coiintry, has been reduced to $2,000,000,000 in 
1882. The productions of manufactunes which in 1860 were only 
$1,800,000,000, by being favored by protection duties of fifty per 
cent upon imports aiid a free-list of $160,000,000, has been 
raised to over $6,800,000,000 in 1882. Our commerce which 
in 1860 was done in American ships is driven into foreign ships 
at an annual cost of $140,000,000, eveh paying foreign ships 
$6,800,000, annually for carrying the United States mail. The 
public domain, exceeding in extent the original States of the 
Union, has been filched from the government and is now in the 
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nands of corporations. While suffering from Isill these Corrup- 
tions the people are taxed a thousand millions annually under 
the protective tariff policy, which has raised the products bf the 
manufacturers to nearly double that of all the othi^r industries 
of the country. This policy has corrupted the ballot bOx, and 
as a consequence most official positions are filled with knaves. 
The universal cry for reform, in which the Eepublican voice is 
loudest, is proof positive of the universal corruptions liow pre- 
vailing. That reform will never be produced by those who havd 
been its authors. Goldsmith long since sung that— ^ 

** Hard fares the State t6 hastening ills a preyj 
Where wealth accumlilates and inen decay." 

JDaiiiel Webster^ in his immortal speech at Faneiiil Hall iii 
1820, said " a protective tariff wbuld mak6 the few verjr rich and 
the many Very poor," and experience has proved the truth- 
f ultii^s of that assertion. A tecent Anti-Monopoly paper has 
giv^n the nataes of fifteen individuals who had acquired near ist 
thousand millions of property-. Millionait^es by the thousand 
fean be counted in our country, made so by a protective tariff 
arid other unjust laws. A protective tariff is the great ocean of 
political corruption into which all side issues are tending like 
mountain rills to the great octS^ns of the world. Such have been 
all side issues in the past and will be in the future. Eepublicans 
tiow openly announce that the protective tariff policy is to be 
their great one idea in the future. In that cause they have 
isubsidized a large portion of the press and pulpit They have 
the aid of a hundred thousand office holders, and hundreds of 
thousands of Negroes, and hundreds of thousands of their 
dependents who must vote under their dictation or be discharged^ 
Which means starvation. They have the aid of the residents on 
their vast stolen domain. And by a great sympathy expressed 
for the occupants of penitentiaries they seek the aid of all the 
tramps, vagabonds and burglars now infesting the country. They 
have also the aid of all that their great stolen wealth and a cor- 
rupted ballot box can influence. Yet the past has shown that 
a majority of the people are not under these corrupt influences, 
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and if they would unite they would save our country from the 
impending' ruin. The much abused farmers alone constitute 
more than one half of the voting population. They should unite 
and act before chains are rivited upon them. To return to the 
States their entire internal sovereignty should be one of their 
great political ideas. Opposition to what is called a protective 
tariff should be another of their great ideas. They should give 
a zealous support to the editors and statesmen who advocate 
those important principles. They should bear in mind that 
editors and statesmen, however intelligent and patriotic, should 
not be allowed to be stricken down through the neglect of those 
whose cause they advocate. June 14, 1883. 
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A LEADING ISSUE. 



The Tariff Question, and its Bearings upon 

Political Parties. 



♦ ^ 



The tariff question is declared by Republicans to be the great 
political issue in this country in the future. Upon that issue 
there are to be three parties : First, Bepublicans, flanked by a 
variety of side issues playing into its hands ; second, Bobustuous 
Democrats, with its most important Democratic principles left 
out ; and third, pure Democracy, which on account of its adher- 
ence to original principles Bepublicans are pleased to call 
"Bourbon Democracy." 

The policy of Bepublicans is a tariff to protect one great 
Industrial interest at the expense of all others, and revenue is to 
be merely incidental to that object. To make the requirements 
of that revenue large, enormous debts and extravagant expenses 
are to be incurred. To create that revenue enormous duties 
must be imposed upon the imports of the burdened interests, 
while the imports of the protected interest are to be free. In 
1880 the imports of the burdened interests amounted to $459,- 
652,883, upon which an average duty of fifty per cent was 
imposed, while the imports of the protected interest amounted to 
$208,301,863, which was duty free. This process of imposing 
duties, taxes the burdened interests over $200,000,000 annually, 
and over $140,000,000 more in hiring foreign ships to do our 
commercial business, from which our own ships are excluded by 
the tariff policy. Those burdened interests are taxed $100,000,- 
000 more on the products of that protected interest over and 
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above what the price of those products would be under duties 
for the mere support of the government, those products amount** 
ing in 1880 to over $5,300,000,000, or twice as much as the 
products of all the other industrial interests ; while the price of 
the other industrial interests instead of being under the natural 
laws of trade are made by middle men employed by that favored 
interest This policy has caused one-half of the wealth of the 
ijation to consist of debts and the watered stocks of soulless 
corporations, which have usurped all the most valuable of the 
public domain. The-policy which has produced these effects 
hag been under a claim of sole sovereignty in the governraenti 
over the industrial and all other interests, and the imputatioa 
that sovereignty in the States over their civil, judicial and 
industrial interests to be a pernicious doctrine. That Eepublican 
claim authorizes the people of one State to be taxed for the benefit 
of the people in other States, and the industrial interest of the 
people of the same State to be taxed for the benefit of an 
industrial interest in the same State. The policy that a national 
debt and extravagant expenditures are national blessings is Re- 
publicanism, as declared in the pamphlet of Jay Cook, the great 
Eepublican financier. 

As declared by the New York Herald, the policy of Bobustu- 
ous Democrats is the same with that of Eepublicans, only sub-, 
stituting another word for that of "protection" and clamoring 
like Eepublicans for that civil service reform which twenty 
years of Eepublican ascendency has made so great a necessity. 

It is pure Democratic doctrine that the general government 
has no sovereignty except over the commercial and diplomatic 
interests of the country ; and that its ordinary support must be 
derived from that commerce, and for its extraordinary expendi- 
tures it has concurrent jurisdiction with the States in taxing the 
wealth of the peopla In war the President is only the agent of 
Congress which represents the people in the House of Eepre- 
sentatives and the States in the Senate. The States being 
sovereign over their civil and industrial interests, so far from the 
general government through tariff duties or any other means 
having a right to tax the people of one State for the bene^t of 
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another, or one interest for the benefit of another, either within 
or outside of States, that government has no right to enter a State 
in case of insurrection till invited by State authority to do so. 
And in its commercial and diplomatic exercises it has no right 
to erect buildings within States till it has the consent of the State 
governments to do so. Such are the original and constitutional 
principles of our government, for adhering to which Eepublicans 
taunt the Democrats with being "Bourbons." 

For the better understanding of this subject, we will take a 
brief look at our antecedent history. By Eoyal charters the 
people of the territories now constituting the States, like those 
of Canada at the present time, were made sovereign over all their 
civil and industrial interests. About the year 1770 the British 
government imposed a revenue tax upon the people of America 
for the benefit of those in England, and that tax, though insig- 
nificant in amount, was considered to involve a great principle, 
and it brought the war of the revolution. In that war the States 
formed a confederacy, by the first provisions of which each State 
reserved its individual sovereignty and pledged specially each 
and all to defend that State sovereignty against any pretense 
whatever. That sovereignty was perpetuated under the Consti- 
tution, and as appears in Elliott's Debates, Alexander Hamilton 
made the declaration that the States could not be deprived of that 
sovereignty till the whole American people were deprived of 
their liberties. Since the making of that Constitution more than 
one thousand acts have been passed by the State Legislatures 
consenting that the general government might erect buildings 
within their limits, exercising jurisdiction for commercial pur- 
poses, the States reserving sovereignty for all other purposes. 
Forty-four pages of such acts between 1792 and 1857 are in the 
statutes of the State of New York, and among them is the act 
ceding sovereignty and jurisdiction of Boston Corners to New 
York ; also an act binding the Governor and all other State 
ofiicers to defend that sovereignty. Since that time Vermont has 
ceded to New York sovereignty and jurisdiction over Fair Haven, 
and there have been a score of acts passed permitting the general 
government to erect buildings within the State for commercial 
33 
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purposes, three of which were passed by the last legislatura 
With all these evidences*befor6 them Eepublicans dispute the 
existence, under our institutions of sovereignty in States, and our 
future political issues are to be for putting what they are pleased 
to call ** that pernicious doctrine " down. They do so for the 
bene^t of a protective tariff. They clainoi that the civil war was 
to put down "that pernicious doctrine." Being the cause of the 
war, it is responsible for all the blood and treasure expended. 

Democratic principles would lead to strictest economy. The 
Republican idea that a national debt was a blessing would of 
course lead to e^^travagance. Democratic principles would produce 
what the object of the Constitution contemplated, viigs. ; domestic 
tranquility between the Statea Republicanism produced hatred 
find civil war, Democracy produced a union of the States whicU 
Bepublicanism has changed to ^ collection of States pinned 
together with bayonets. Den^ocracy made wealth to be the 
fruit of industry and economy. Republicanism made it the 
creature of unjust laws through which the few became very rich 
find the many very poor. Democracy would even have secured 
friendly and profitable relations with the commercial world. 
Republicapism has ever disturbed those relations and will, if con- 
tinued, destroy our export market for over $800,000,000 annually 
as soon ^ the Canadian Pacific railroad shall be completed. 
Democracy would have naade the products of stgriculture vastly 
exceed that of all other industries. Bepublicanism has made the 
products of the manufacturers vastly e:^ceed all the other indus- 
tries. Democracy would have kept a pure ballot box. Republi- 
cans have made the ballot box a sink of corruption, causing most 
official positions to be filleiwith knaves, who are mocking the 
people with the cry of civil service reform. Democracy would 
have caused less taxation than that borne by any other peopla 
Republicans have imposed higher taxation than that paid by any 
other people. Democracy would have had all the industries taxed 
alike. Republicans impose nine-tenths of taxation upon agri- 
culture, and have freed from taxation the bond holders and the 
]hiolders of the watered stocks of soulless corporations, which con- 
stitute one half of the national wealtL Democracy would give 
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the people of New York sovereign control over their civil and 
industrial interests. Republicans would give Rhode Island, 
Delaware, Florida, Oregon, Nevada and Colorado, through the 
United States Senate, twelve fold greater influence over the civil 
and industrial interests of New York than the people of New 
York posses through that branch of the government Those six 
States contain only 600,000 inhabitants, while New York con- 
tains over 5,000,000. Democracy would soon make the city of 
New York, in her own ships, the greatest commercial city in the 
world ; while Republicans throw most of our commerce into 
foreign ships, at an annual expense to the people of $140,000,000, 
requiring the payment of $5,800,000 to those foreign ships for 
only carrying the United States mail. 
June 15, 1883. 
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REVENUE OR PROTECTION? 



Address before the Housatonic Agricultural 
Society, Sept. 30th, 188 1. 



BY PROP. A. L. PERRY. 



We regret very much that we are unable to present to our 
readers Professor Perry's able and instructive address verbatim ; 
but speaking on a subject with which he is thoroughly familiar, 
the Professor had no manuscript While, therefore, we give the 
points and arguments in full^ iFor which we are indebted to the 
Berksl^ire Courier^ the language is somewhat abridged. The 
Professor said : 

" I have hanging in my study at home an old deejJ, given by 
my great-great-grandfather, Matthew Gray, to my great-grand- 
father, Matthew Gray, of a tract of land in Worcester. These 
men were farmers of Scotch-Irish descent, the first of the family 
in this country, having landed August 4th, 1718. I mention 
this circumstance in partial justification of my coming here to 
address farmers My grandfather Perry who owned the Worces- 
ter farm, bought in 1753 of grandfather Gray, and which had 
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never gone out of the family, was also a farmer. He never went 
to school but six weeks in his life, but he had an original, rug- 
ged mind, and so appreciated the advantages of education that 
he sent three of his sons to college, of whom my father was one. 
The old man used to amuse himself when, the boys came home 
to spend their vacations, by setting them to work upon problems 
that he had thought out during their absence. On a certain 
occasion he gave them one that they could not solve. After 
they had vainly worked at it awhile, the old man, taking a piece 
of chalk, drew up to the broad hearthstone by the great old- 
fashioned fireplace, and marking on its smooth surface his 
diagrams and figures, he began the explanation with the remark, 
*Now, boys,, let's look into the natur* on't' Looking into the 
* natur! on*t ' is at the bottom of all thorough work. I have done 
no good in all my life long; I have accomplished nothing in 
study, teaching or writing that has not been due to a disposition, 
inherited perhaps from that ancestor by the old hearthstone to 
look into * the natur' on't* 

" My errand to you this morning is to ask you to look into 
the nature of a Protective Tariff and see how such an institution 
bears on the welfare of the farmer. Tariffs are of two kinds. 
One is a revenue tariff. That is a good kind. The object of 
such a tariff is to raise funds for the Oovernment Every dollar 
of such taxation goes into the national treasury. The other kind 
of a tariff is what is known as a protective tariff, and this is a 
different thing altogether. It is not framed as a scheme for 
securing revenue — it may not accomplish that at all. A pro- 
tective tariff tax is laid expressly to raise the price of some home 
commodity. At present the people of the United States pay on 
the average four times as much in protective taxes as the gov- 
ernment receives in customs revenue. 

"Until 1872 a revenue tariff was levied on tea and coffee. In 
that year the revenue from this source was $19,000,000, and 
could be easily made to amount to $25,000,000. Taxes on these 
two commodities have decided advantages. They do not affect 
the price of anything else. Every dollar goes to' the govern- 
ment and not one into the pockets of monopolists. But in 1872 
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Mr. Kelley of Philadelpbia, a great* protectionist, set out to 
abolish, and succeeded in abolishing, the duty on tea and coffee. 
For what purpose ? To give the people, he said, a free break- 
fast table I But, in reality, ,what ? In reality to keep up his 
high duties on iron and steel, on woolens and cottons and paper ; 
on everything, in fact, that enters into tools, or shelter, or cloth- 
ing or transportation. To preserve these the taxes on tea and 
coffee were abolished, and in consequence of these the people pay 
far njore in enhanced prices than the government gets in revenue: 

"Now let ns look a little closer at protection to see what it is ; 
let lis examine a little more fully into the nature of it Almost 
any illustration will serve our purpose. We will take the case 
of steel rails. There used to be a tax of 40. per cent on all im- 
ported steql rails. This is a tax that every man in the country 
helps to pay. Perhaps you do not quite see how, but not one 
of you has conae here by rail this morning, not a farmer of you 
can send a pound of freight to Pittsfield or to the Sound or any- 
where else without helping to pay for the cost of the rails, in- 
cluding the tax which increases the cost This tax was laid in 
fact for the very purpose of increasing the cost of all rails made 
in this country. It was not expected that the government would 
get much of anything by it On the contrary it was said that 
the Bessemer steel companies could keep out the foreign pro- 
ducts by the importation of which revenue is raised. But the 
rail men were not satisfied with the 40 per cent duty. So they 
went before the committee of Ways and Means with a confiden- 
tial communication (an open communication would not have 
answered, they did not want you and I to see,) asking for a duty 
of two cents a pound or $44.80 a ton. Did they expect the 
treasury would realize anything by that duty? Not a bit of it 
They said: * We are in possession of the means and appliances 
to roll all the rails needed in this country.' They didn't want 
any foreign rails to come. here. They wanted to make them all 
themselves, and so they asked Congress to raise the price $44.80 
a ton. 

" Here then you see the nature of protection. The object of 
a protective tax is never to get money for the national treasury, 
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bat always to artificially raise the price of some commodity here 
at homCi It is a scheme by which a few men reach a long arm, 
the arm of the government, into every man's pocket and gather 
up the driblets from the many to pour them in one huge mass 
into the pockets of a few. As I said before no one escapes. For 
instance we are to have soon a new railroad to WilUamstown, 
extending the Housatonic railroad system. The protective tax 
will enter into the price of every ton of rails that will be laid, 
and every man who makes use of the road will have to help 
pay it 

^'But the committee of Ways and Means did not dare grant 
the request for a two cents a pound tax. They knew the coun- 
try would not tolerate it So they made it one cent a pound, or 
$28 a ton, and this rate has been in force since 1872. And with 
what results? I have obtained tables of the new census which 
enable me to give you some of the figures. In 1880 there were 
laid in this country 1,200,000 tons of steel rails, into the prices 
of which entered the duty of $28 a ton. Consequently the 
people paid over twenty eight millions of dollars on that one 
article, not a penny of which they need have paid but for that 
accursed tax, to benefit eleven companies I Of this amount 
$1,500,000 came into the United States treasury. The protected 
companies did not expect the government to receive so much as 
that They promised, you know, to keep foreign rails out entire- 
ly, to make, themselves, all that should be required; but for 
some reason or other they failed to do so, and quite a quantity 
of foreign rails was brought over. But the people paid nineteen 
times more than the treasury realized. Now when we come to 
look into the nature of it, is there a man or woman before me 
who does not say that this monstrous system is unjust, who 
does not say that it is wrong, unrighteous. 

"As a matter of fact the number of companies should be put 
at less than eleven, for in 1870 there were but seven all told, 
and of the eleven now reported one was idle much of the time. 
The Vulcan of St Louis being situated near the iron mines, en- 
joyed exceptional facilities for production. It was, therefore, not 
thought best by the other companies that the Yulcan should roll 
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any rails, lest prices should be lowered. So for two or three! 
years they paid the Vulcan $70,000 a year, out of their extra 
profits, to be idla What do you think of a system that justifies 
aad enables ten steel rail companies to hire an eleventh company 
at $70,000 a year to stand still ? And where did that $70,000 
come from ? It came from your pockets and mine. 

"I do not forget that I am speaking to farmers. I know what 
farm work is. There is no sort of task connected with farm, 
life that these hands have not been familiar with, early and late, 
from January to December. I know, too, that one-half of our 
fifty millions of people are farmers, while only five per cent of 
our population is directly connected with the protected interesta 

" This fifty percent, of farmers, and another forty -five percent, 
not farmers, must pay these enormous taxes to help five per cent, 
maintain industries which are confessedly unprofitable. For 
these protectionists assure us that without the tariff the enter- 
prises in which they are interested could not be maintained. I 
put it to you, farmers, if it is right, if it is proper, for ninety-five 
per cent of the people of the United States to hire five per cent 
to carry on industries alleged to be unprofitable. I, for one, will 
never cease to protest against it 

^* Now, having looked into the nature of a protective tariff, let 
us briefly examine the working of it And, first, how does it 
bear on the farmer? It increases the price of everything the 
farmer has to buy and diminishes the price of everything be has 
to sell You can't drive a nail in your pig-pen without paying 
the protective duty, for it enters into the cost of the hammer, the 
nails and the boards. You can't put a shingle on your roof, or 
mend your fence, or go to market ; you can't do a thing, or stir 
a step without paying this tax for the benefit of a few mono- 
polists. You must pay twenty per cent on lumber, lest Cana- 
dian lumber be brought here cheaply to compete with the lum- 
ber of Michigan. You must pay eighty per cent on cut naila 
You must pay on every pound of steel or iron. You can't have 
a reaper, mower, or even a poor, old-fashioned sickle without 
paying an artificial price. 

^^How about sales? Under this system you must sell ypuv 
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products at homa You cannot choose your own market You 
cannot freely resort to the best market. The whole scheme is 
skillfully devised to limit your market, to prevent your enjoying 
the benefits of any possible competition. For no one will sell 
unless he can get pay for what he sells, and we have put up bar- 
riers to prevent the price coming back for what is sent abroad. 
Buying and selling is exchange, nothing more nor less. When 
you give something you do not want for something you do want, 
that's selling; when you receive something you want for some- 
thing -you do not want, that's buying. There can be no buying 
without selling, and no selling without buying. But we invent 
a scheme to prevent buying, to prevent goods coming back 
in return for those we send away, and we call it protection. 
Protection I that word is an artifice of the devil, an old trick to 
cover up an evil thing with a good name. The system is not 
protection ; it is spoilation, it is rol?bery, it is usurpation. 

" You come to New York or Boston with your butter and 
cheese and pork products to send them abroad. You can do 
that ; you can send products out of the country to an unlimi- 
ted extent, because an article in the constitution forbids any tax 
to be laid on exports. But what about your pay ? There stands 
the barrier of an average duty of forty-three per cent on all 
imports. That must come out of the pay. The farmer must 
lose a part of the price of every thing he has^ to sell, while pay- 
ing more than it is worth for everything he has to buy. 

" What are you going to do about it? Are you going to stand 
and deliver like that? Are you going to have your little reser- 
voir emptied by a double process — ^by two buckets, one taking 
out something every time you se]l, the other every time you 
buy ? This is called a free country. We call ourselves Ameri- 
can freemen. We can think as we please, and we can have 
what religion we please ; thank God for that But we cantiot 
buy as we please, or where we pleasa Not only are we unable 
to buy things for what they are worth, but some things we can- 
not buy at all. Three things are absolutely prohibited by law. 
What are they ? They are first : Obscene prints. Well, that's 
a good law, let it be enforced. Second, drugs designed to 
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secure abortion or prevent conception. We don't want you to 
buy them. That's a good law, too ; let it stand. But what are 
the prohibited goods of the third class? Ships! No Ameri- 
can citizen Can buy a foreign built ship or sail it under the 
American flag. 

" This brings us to a second significant illustration of the work- 
ing of protection. We have seen how it bears on the farmera 
Here we may see how it works on a protected industry when it 
is reduced to perfection, when foreign competition is entirely 
prohibited. For more than eighty years American ship- builders 
have enjoyed perfect protection ; foreign competition with them 
has been absolutely prohibited. And how has it worked ? We 
used to have a host of ships on the sea. To-day or^lj nineteen 
per cent of sailing craft bear the American flag, and most of 
these are small schooners engaged in the coasting trade. But 
there is the little hyperborean kingdom of Sweden, way up there 
by the pole, almost covered under ice and snow; she owna 
twenty-two per cent of the sailing vessels plying between 
Europe and the United States. That little frozen kingdom has 
beaten us in our own waters, and this under our system of per- 
fect protection designed to build up American ship-building. 
How ab9Ut the steamers? There are this year 555 steamers 
plying between the United States ports and Europe. Of these 
not one bears the American flag. There is not a steamer afloat 
on the ocean to-day carrying the flag that a few years ago we 
bore in triumph over the battle fields of the South. How many 
are British ? Some of you dislike that word British ; it is asso- 
ciated with free trade. You have heard in years past that I am 
a free-trader because I have been hired with British gold to con- 
vert my countrymen to that doctrine. How many of these 
steamers carry the flag of free-trade Britain? Eighty per cent; 
four fifths ; and the remainder are French, German, Norwegian, 
Swedish, etc. It is. not possible for one of our 50,000,000 of 
people to go to Europe in an American steamer. 

"And why, with perfect protection of American ship building, 
can't Americans build ships? Simply because the like protec- 
tion makes all the materials that enter into a ship so dear. The 
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lamber, the iron, the sails, are so taxed ; yes, even the very 
ropes are so taxed, for the benefit of a few 'Kentucky hemp rais- 
ers, that it is not possible to build ships in our ports with profit 

" This is a system that cannot last The country will yet open 
its eyes to the folly and enormity of it You men of Berkshire 
will be as much interested in its repeal as anyone. The Hoosac 
and the Housatonic Valleys will join in the shout for Free Trade 
and Free Ships. 

" For thirty years I . have- been studying this matter of trade 
and teaching its principles to the young men of Williams. We 
are now in the twenty-ninth class of Political Economy, and in 
all this time 1 have only grown firmer in my conviction that 
men never interrupt trade unless they make something by it at 
the expense of those they interfere with. Free trade simply 
says, if you want to trade, if you find it profitable to trade, you 
can. Men do not trade unless they find that it pays. Why 
this bugbear about foreiga goods ? We shall not send our pro- 
ducts abroad and bring foreign goods back unless we find it 
profitable to do so ; and if profitable why interfere with it ? 
Why may we not have the liberty to buy where we can put- 
.chase to the best advantage, and to sell our products in the best 
market? Why erect barriers to exchange which compel us to 
sell in the lowest and buy in the dearest market? I tell you, 
friends, that is a system that can't stand when you come to look 
into * the natur' on\* I wish that old grandfather were alive 
to-day to teach our young men, yes, our college boys even, in 
his homely way, to look into the nature of this matter of pro- 
tection." 

KoTE. — In conversation, after tlie address. Professor Perry stated tliat 
during the last twenty years the people have paid annually, on the average, 
in protective taxes, $600,000,000, not one penny of which has gone into the 
treasury ; a total for the twenty years of twelve biUions of dollars, or 
twice as much as the war of the rebellion cost the government. Formerly 
our ships carried four-fifths of our exports and imports, now they carry ]t)ut 
a trifle more ihan one-seventh. 
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A Brief History of the Rise and Fall of Free 
Institutions of the United States. 



The first settlers of what now constitutes the United States of 
America were rude, behind the age in which they lived ; many 
of them were adventurers and villains who had left their country 
for their country's good. In fact for a time some portion of the 
territory was made a penal colony to which convicts were sent as 
a punishment for crimes. Even the settlers of New England 
did acts shocking to humanity. ' They hung women for witch- 
craft, banished Quakers and sold their children into slavery.' 
They built slave ships and imported slaves from Africa, and 
treated them with shocking barbarity ; and even sold into slavery 
the descendants of Massasoit, who had been their friend and 
benefactor. In 1637 the King appointed Ferdinando Q-eorges 
to be the Governor of New England. But through troubles in 
England and Scotland he only became Lord Palatine of the 
province of Maine, in which he established a city of the name of 
Georgiana, of which his cousin, Thomas Gage, was Mayor. The 
people of that city were without order or morals, and it was a 
proverb that the men of the city had as many shares in a woman 
as they bad in their fishing boats. 

For the course of a century and a half, the people had become 

B 
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as much in advance of the age in which they lived, in every 
thing that constitutes a people great, as they were behind at the 
commencement of the seventeenth century. 

Those who rise to the surface in a popular government give 
character to the people, and the men who rose to the surface in 
1776 in every State will ever stand immortal in history, and will 
compare favorably with the best men of Greece and Rome in 
their palmiest days. Among those names were John and Sam- 
uel Adams, Warren, Hancock, Gerry and Quincy in Massachu- 
setts ; Sherman, Wolcott, Putnam and Huntington in Connecticut ; 
Hopkins, Ellery and Greene in Ehode Island ; Livingston, 
Hamilton, Clinton, Montgomery, Schuyler and Morris of New 
York ; Franklin, Bush, Clymer and IngersoU in Pennsylvania ; 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Henry Lee and Marshall in 
Virginia; Hayne, Eutlidge, Marion and Lawrens of South Caro- 
lina, with names scarcely inferior in each of the other States. 

Men of similar characteristics continued in the ascendant for 
another three-fourths of a century. And such men as Webster, 
Clay, Calhoun, Wright, Benton, and a constellation of other 
great names were at the surface and head of the nation. But 
now, and during a single decade, corrupt men have arisen to the 
surface, and the people, losing their liberties, are becoming the 
pity and contempt of all others. And in the emphatic language 
of the editor of the New York Ledger^ " Our Government must 
be reformed or it must perish." 

The causes which raised the rude people of 1620 to the grandeur 
of those of 1776, and have sunk the glorious people of 1856 
to the corruption of 1873, are well worth the study of moralists, 
philanthropists, and statesmen. 

It is a truth which has passed into a proverb, that mankind 
are governed too much. And it is a historical fact that Geneva, 
in Switzerland, is the least, and yet the best governed city in the 
world. It may therefore be inferred that the rise of the people 
of this country from the lowest state of rudeness to the highest 
state of civilization, was in part owing to the cause that they, 
left to themselves, had adopted very simple forms of govern- 
ment 
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The people legislated for themselves, the Crown merely retain- 
ing a negativa The people of the different territories possessing 
different characteristics, and being of different nationalities and 
situated in different climates, were in respect to their municipal 
interests and civil institutions, independent of the crown, and of 
each other. The encroachment of the Crown upon the civil and 
municipal rights of the people brought the war of the Eevolu- 
tion. 

The wise and patriotic men of 1776 and 1787, retained in the 
articles of Confederation and in the Federal Constitution, the 
independence of each State from the other, and sovereignty in each 
State over all their internal, civil and municipal interests, and 
merely delegated to a general government sovereignty over their 
external interests. In the second article of the Confederation, it 
is provided that each State reserves it sovereignty and independ- 
ence, and that sovereignty and independence was not released in 
the constitution, but is among the powers specially reserved to 
the States and the peopla 

Our history will sustain the assertion, that while our Govern- 
ment remained in its original simplicity, and our States contin- 
ued independent of each other and of the general government in 
all their municipal and industrial interests, and morals and reli- 
gions were left to moral and religious influences, our people 
were in the ascendant in civilization, education, morals, religion, 
and wealth generally diffused among the people. 

But avarice, that love of money which is the root of all evil, 
has obtained the ascendancy and has produced all the evils 
under which the nation has suffered during the past fifteen years, 
and has overwhelmed us with corruption and put in jeopardy 
all our liberties, and has justified the remark that we must 
reform or we must perish. The root of all evil I How compre- 
hensive the expression, embracing all the evils of the world, 
and has probably existed in all soils since the world was first 
peopled. St Paul, who was one of the greatest, wisest, and best 
men of the world, had seen its fruits, and under the influence 
of Heavenly inspiration declared it to be the root of all evil. It 
was planted in our soil in our earliest history, and like the fabu- 
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loQS hydra, has produced a multitude of branches* Slavery was 
one of those branches, and to that institution has been imputed 
some of the greatest of our evils, and certainly where it has not 
been the cause, it has formed the excuse. I will therefore trace 
its history. 

The first slave ship in this country was the ship Desire, built 
in 1636, at Marblehead, in the State of Massacbusetta The first 
cargo of slaves (aside from a few brought in a Dutch ship) was 
imported in the ship Desire, into the harbor of Salem, Massachu* 
setts, in 1638. According to Governor Winthrop's joumali 
those slaves were obtained in Africa, with dried fish and Boston 
rum. One hundred and fifty years afterwards, the Kev. Jeremy 
Belknap, in his history of Massachusetts, says that ram distilled 
in Boston, was the main-spring to the slave trafiia 

The ship Desire was of 128 tons burthen, and imported another 
cargo of slaves in 1639. And fearing that they might become 
too numerous to be managed, instructions were given that some 
of them be sold and sent to Virginia. 

History tells us that a Mr. Maverick, on Noddle Island, un- 
dertook to propagate slaves in a most scandalous and inhuman 
way from those imported in the ship Desire. 

The slave trade in the ship Desire appears to have been under 
special Government patronage ; for the General Court of Mas- 
sachusetts ordered that £3 8s should be paid Lieutenant Daven- 
port, for his services in keeping and distributing the slaves 
brought in the ship Desire. 

Though slavery was tolerated, it was not legally established in 
Massachusetts until 1641, when a law was passed by the General 
Court that slaves might be made of Indians taken in war, and 
negroes imported, and criminals condemned. 

As Massachusetts was the first to import slaves, so also was 
she the first to recognize slavery by legal enactment 

The importation of slaves elicited the following language from 
a son of Chief Justice Marshall, in 1833, in the Virginia Legis- 
lature : 

" It was only eighteen years from the landing upon Plymouth 
Bock, when the ship Desire brought her first cargo of slavoB. 
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We can almost see the hatefal form of the slaver, as with her 
cargo of crime and misery, she bursts into the silent harbor of 
Salem. We see her keel plowing the pure, because yet free 
waters of New England. Fatal, fatal ship I What does she 
there? Can it be that she comes to pour the deadliest heredi- 
tary woes into our cradle? How durst the loathsome freight 
she bears (the accursed shape of slavery) intrude itself of all 
lands on earth, upon this vestal soil ? How thrust itself among 
a race of Anglo Saxon men in the seventeenth century ? How 
bring its deformity athwart the bold and noble sweep of common 
law to mar it all ? How mix its curses up (to a greater or less 
degree in all the British colonies) with the mass of all our acts 
at our hearths, our public councils, and our altars, and bring 
polution to our childhood, and decrepitude to our youth, through 
a land set apart by Providence for the best growth of manhood, 
where Magna Charta, the Habeas Corpus, the Bill of Rights, and 
last, but greatest, the profession in their fullness and sincerity of 
the grand transcendent rights of reason and nature, of liberty and 
equality, were to have their deepest root — a land the world's 
refuge, and the world's hope ; how, shall we not weep when the 
ineradicable seeds are here planted, that shall curse with contra- 
diction and inconsistency all the heights of its pride, and make 
the manly and dilated heart in the midst of its triumphs at our 
side of its condition, faint and sick to the core, with the dust and 
ashes of the other sida" 

In 1703, the Legislature of Massachusetts passed a law fobid- 
ding the freeing of a slave unless the master gave bonds for his 
future support 

And a law was also passed prohibiting a slave from being 
abroad after nine o'clock at night. 

In 1705, the Legislature of Massachusetts passed an act pun- 
ishing negroes and mulattoes for improper intercourse with white 
persona And for striking a Christian they were to be whipped 
at the discretion of the Justice. It also prohibited the marriage 
of a negro or mulatto with a Christian. 

In 1707, the Legislature of Massachusetts passed an act pro- 
hibiting free negroes from training in the militia, but required 
them to do service on the highways as an equivalent. 

Dr. Belknap states in his history, that negro children were 
given away like puppies, and were frequently advertised to be 
given away with the additional inducement of a sum of money 
to any one who would take them. 
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In 1735, the Governor and Trustees of Georgia forbid the 
importation of rum and negro slaves into that territory. 

But in 1788, the Eev. George Whitfield emigrated to Georgia, 
and became a planter and established an orphan school, which 
has continued to this time. He was one of the most eloquent 
clergymen of the day. He, however, favored the African slave 
trade, and became the owner of sixty slaves, and he bequeathed 
them to his heirs, after which slavery continued in Georgia. 

It must be said, to the credit of the people of Massachusetts, 
that at all times there was a large minority of them opposed to 
the slave trada But the King favored that trade, as he derived 
from it so large a revenue, that in treaties of peace with other 
nations he secured to his subjects a monopoly of it. As Boston 
rum was the mainspring to the trade, and produced great profits 
to its manufacturers, they favored the trade, and had the address 
to secure its continuance. 

On the 13th of March, 1767, a bill was introduced into the 
Massachusetts House of Eepresentatives to prevent the importa- 
tion of slaves into the territory. But it was voted down three 
days after. 

In 1771, a bill passed the Massachusetts Legislature, prohibit- 
ing the importation of African slaves into the Province, but was 
vetoed by the Eoyal Governor, Hutchinson. 

In 1774, another bill passed the Massachusetts Legislature, 
prohibiting the importation of African slaves, which was again 
vetoed by the Eoyal Governor. 

For all time the people of Virginia were almost unanimous in 
their opposition to the slave trade. And on the fifteenth page 
of the Apr\l number of the African Bepositcyry oi 1833, published 
by the order of the managers of the Colonization Society, it says : 
" That the Legislature of Virginia three times vainly tried to 
" gain the royal assent to prohibit the importation from Africa 
" of slaves into her territory. And while she was ridiculed by 
" the Massachusetts slave traders, she was threatened by the King 
" with the loss of the royal favor." 

When Boston was in possession of British troops, and Vir- 
ginians were rushing to the rescue, through the influence of 
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Virginians, a law was passed by the Continental Congress pro- 
hibiting the importation of African slaves into the thirteen 
United Colonies. 

The first draft of the Declaration of Independence was drawn 
by Thomas Jefferson, a delegate from Virginia, and in it was the 
following provision : 

" The King has waged cruel war against human nature itself, 
violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons 
of a distant people, who never offended him, capturing them 
and conveying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to 
• incur miserable death in their transportation thither. This prac- 
tical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of 
the Christian King of Great Britain. Determined to keep open 
a market where men should be bought and sold, he has prosti- 
tuted his prerogative for suppressing every legislative attempt 
to prohibit or restrain this execrable commerce." 

Upon a motion made by a delegate from Massachusetts, the 
whole of the foregoing clause was stricken from the preamble to 
the Declaration of Independenca 

In the convention of 1787, when the Federal Constitution 
was under consideration, the committee to whom the subject was 
referred, reported in favor of extending the slave trade till the 
year 1800, and on the 24th of August a delegate from Massa- 
chusetts seconded a motion to amend the report* by extending 
the slave trade to the year 1808. That amendment the delegates 
from Virginia opposed and voted against And James Madison, 
one of those delegates, said in opposition to that policy, **that 
" twenty years will produce all the mischief that can be appre- 
" bended from the liberty to import slaves, and so long a term 
" would be more dishonorable to the American character than to 
"say nothing about it in the Constitution." 

But the motion prevailed by the unanimous votes of delegates 
from New England, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
and Virginia voted against it 

To enable the Government to pay the debt contracted in the 
war of the Eevolution, Virginia in 1787, ceded to the United 
States all the territory north and west of the Ohio river, with 
the provision that slavery should never be allowed to exist there- 
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By the oensus of 1754, there were 4,489 negro slaves in Mas* 
sachttsetta, and 6,779 in 1764, and 5,249 in 1776, and 4,877 in 
1784, and 4,371 in 1786. 

In 1780, Massachusetts adopted a State Constitution; and 
copying from Mr. Jefferson's preamble to the Declaration of 
Independence, that Constitution contained the provision that 
liberty was an inalienable right 

Upon the adoption of that Constitution, and in 1781, Theo* 
dore Sedgwick, a Democratic United States Senator from the 
State of Massachusetts, defended Elizabeth Freeman against her 
master, upon the ground that she was not a slave. For if slavery 
ever existed in Massachusetts, it was abolished by the Constitu- 
tion of 1780. Though the principle that liberty was inalienable, 
might have been a Virginia abstraction in the preamble to the 
Declaration of Independence, it became a fundamental law when 
it became a part of the State Constitution. Mr. Sedgwick claimed 
that that provision in the Constitution had a retrospective effect, 
and that the Legislature in Massachusetts, which seemed to 
establish slavery, was the offspring of error, as no legislation 
could deprive man of his inalienable rights. After years of 
litigation, and in 1788, the Courts sustained the position of Mr. 
Sedgwick, and slavery ceased to exist in Massachusetta Bat 
that decision being in conflict with antecedent laws, produced 
some conflicting consequences. By legislation, masters were 
bound to the future support of their slaves, and by the decision 
of the Court, those slaves having been declared to be free, the 
masters petitioned tHe Legislature to pass an act relieving them 
from their future support The imported Africans claiming that 
tbey had been deprived of their inalienable rights, petitioned the 
L^islature to restore them to their native country. 

The decision of the Court induced individuals to kidnap Afri- 
cans and send them to the West Indies as slavea Arageo, called 
**Aleck," being with Esquire Snell, of Cummington, Mass., was 
decoyed to Boston by a courtezan, and with difiSLculty escaped 
being kidnapped. These cases became so flagrant and outra- 
geous, that public indignation became aroused, and the time was 
thiongfat to be propitious to put a stop to the African slave trada 
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Rev. Jeremy Belknap, the historian, and his brother-in-law, 
Samuel Eliot, were the foremost in this pursuit They gained 
the co-operation of some clergymen and of the members of the 
Humane Society, and a large number of citizens and Quakers, 
and petitioned the Legislature. The blacks also presented a 
petition written by Prime Hall, one of their number. 

The movement was successful, and on the 25th of March, 1788, 
the Legislature passed the act to prevent the slave trade, and 
granting relief to the families of such unhappy persons as may 
be kidnapped or decoyed away from the Commonwealth. 

The act, however contained a proviso that it should not ex- 
tend to vessels which had already sailed. 

On the very next day, and on the 26th day of March, 1788, 
through the influence of the rum manufacture, and the slave 
trader and the slave holder, the Legislature passed the following 
act 

It was entitled an act for suppressing and punishing of rogues, 
vagabonds, common beggars and other idle, disorderly, and lewd 
persons. It was presented in the Senate on the 6th of March, 
and went through the usual stages of legislation with various 
amendments, and was finally passed on the 26th. The fifth 
section contained the very remarkable provision : 

" Be it further enacted that no person being an African or 
negro, other than a subject of the Emperor of Morocco or a citi- 
zen of some one of the United States (to be evidenced by a 
certificate from the Secretary of State of which he shall be a 
citizen), shall tarry within this Commonwealth for a longer time 
than two months, and upon complaint made to any Justice of 
the Peace within this Commonwealth, that such person has been 
within the same more than two months, the said Justice shall 
order the said person to depart out of the Commonwealth, and 
in case the said African or negro shall not depart as aforesaid, 
any Justice of the Peace within this Commonwealth, upon com* 
plaint and proof made that such person has continued within the 
Commonwealth ten days after notice given him or her to depart 
as aforesaid, shall commit the said person to any house of cor» 
rection within the county, there to be kept to hard labor agree^ 
able to the rules and orders of said house until the Session of 
of the Peace next to be holden within and for said couuty, and 





10 POLITICAL mSTOBY. 

the master of sa}d house of correction is hereby required and 
directed to transmit an attested copy of the warrant of commit* 
ment to the said Court on the first day of their said session, and 
if upon trial at said Court it shall be made to appear that the 
said person has thus continued within the Commonwealth con- 
trary to the tenure of this Act, he or she shall be whipt, not 
exceeding ten stripes, and ordered to depart out of the Common- 
wealth within ten days, and if he or she shall not so depart, the 
same process shall be had and punishment inflicted to." 

It is not easy to conceive human language that comes nearer 
branding color as a crime, than the provisions of that act, audits 
effect upon the poor, ignorant, penniless African that had been 
stolen from his home in Africa, can be readily understood. 

To avoid the prison and the whip, he went deliberately on 
board the ship of the slave trader by whom he was transported 
to the best slave market 

In fact the foregoing act does not appear in Part First of 
Legislative acts relating to public and private rights of persons, 
nor among the miscellaneous statutes, but in Part Fourth con- 
cerning criminal matter directly enacting color to be a crime. 
And this, too, in a Massachusetts Legislature, and eight years 
after their own State Constitution had pronounced the equality 
of all mankind and liberty as being inalienable. And the effect 
was that every slaveholder got a price for his slave in a foreign 
market, and doubtless many a free negro was made a victim 
alsa 

In Q, H. Moore's history of slavery in Massachusetts, is the 
following: "We have met with our example of the enforce* 
ment of this law, almost as singular as the Statute itself. In the 
Massachusetts Mercury of Boston, printed by Young & Winans, 
printers to the Honorable- the General Court, September 16th, 
1800, No. 22, Vol. 16, the following notice occupies a conspica* 
ous place, filling a column of the paper : 

* NOTICE TO BLACKS. 

'The officers of Police having made return to the subscriber 
of the names of the following persons who are Africans or 
negroes not subjects of the Emperor of Morocco, nor citizens of 
the United States, the same are hereby warned and directed to 
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depart out of this Commonwealth before the 10th day of October 
next, as they would avoid the pains and penalties of the law in 
the case provided, which passed the Legislature March 26th, 1788. 

^CHAELES BULFINCH, 

Superintendent* 
* By order and direction of the Selectmen.' " . 

The persons upon whom this notice was served numbered 
238, of whom 73 were mulattoes, and all were represented as 
having originated from other States, except 14 from Africa, 
whose parents, according to Dr. Belknap, had some years before 
been sold from slave ships at the South, and their children now 
grown to marketable age, were under the provisions of that 
peculiar law to be sold also. Those having originated from 
other States were fugitives from slavery, and (as had resulted) 
had realized the adage of jumping from the frying pan into the 
fire. Some of those Africans must have been residents of 
"Boston for a term of years, for the persons thus noticed em- 
braced a large per cent, of an African Benevolent Society, 
instituted at Boston in 1796. 

The foregoing notice was copied into the papers in other 

States, and particularly into the Commercial Advertiser and 

Daily Advertiser of New York, and into the Gazette and Daily 

Advertiser of Philadelphia. They were accompanied by these 

remarks : 

" The following notice has been published in the Boston papers. 
It seems probable from the nature of the notice that some sus- 
picion of the designs of the negroes are entertained, and we 
regret to say there is too much cause. " 

This cause was, or the excuse was, that the fierce Democracy 

'Of Virginia had inculcated the principles of liberty and equality, 

which had been infused into the minds of the negroes, and they 

■Qncourteously and interaperately proclaimed those doctrines, 

and possibly some of them did it under the stimulating influence 

• 

of Boston rum. And one Pero Harding, under the influence of 
the whip, acknowledged that the negroes had conspired to 
massacre the white population* It is a well authenticated fact 
that these circumstances did excite some fears among the people 
of Massachusetts. But it is incredible that 6,462 negroes should 
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have so frighteDed a total population of 423,245 people as to 
make tliem blind to acts of the greatest inhumanity. There id 
ft more plausible and more conclusive reason for that notice. 
There were a few hundred negroes whose marketable value was 
over $100,000, and there was a law under which they might be 
sold, and men who had long before and long after been engaged 
in the African slave trade would not fail to avail themselves of 
that law to get the price for those negroes. 

Such was one of the applications of the law of March 26th, 
1788. Additional acts were passed to that law in 1798 and 
1802, but the portion in respect to negroes was neither modified 
or repealed. That law appeared in the revised edition of 1807, 
without changa In 1821, a committee of the Legislature called 
attention to the existence of that law, and stated that they never 
would have been the authors of procuring such a law among the 
Statutes. The committee, however, did not recommend a repeal 
of the act, and it was not repealed. It appeared again in the 
revised laws of 1823, and an additional act to it was passed in 
1825, without alteration of the provisions against negroes, and it 
continued to disgrace the Statute book of Massachusetts until 
April 1834, when it was repealed in an act for the regulation of 
Gaols and Houses of Correction. 

As slavery and the slave trade has been the sprout from that 
avarice, that root of all evil, which was so early found planted 
in Massachusetts soil, its varied fruit has produced all the evils 
which have afflicted our nation. That slavery and the slave 
trade flourished under the protection of the Crown from 1639 to 
1776. Those mercenary Kings who sold to the people of this 
country the franchises under which they flourished and became 
a great, good, and prosperous people, sold also to Massachusetts 
rum manufacturers a monopoly of the slave trade, and even 
secured to them that monopoly by treaties with other nations, 
and as we have seen produced upon Virginia for having 
attempted to throw obstacles in the way. We have already- 
taken a hasty glance at some of the consequences of that trade ; 
the horrors of the middle passage, where shackled negroes 
crowded into the hold of shipS) generated the most deadly fevers^ 
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t)f wtich a sixth at least, of their numbers died ; the selling of 
parents in a Southern climate, while their children torn from 
them forever, were carried to Massachusetts, till grown to a more 
inarketable age, they were again transferred to a Southern 
market, and their treatment generally more inhuman than the 
treatment of hogs and cattle. 

But Dr. Livingston has opened to us a still more horrid 
picture of that trade. He has traveled thousands of miles among 
the people of Eastern Africa, and he finds them among the 
mildest and kindest of barbarians. While he tells us that the 
people of Western Africa are dangerous and barbarous, made 
so by rum and their associations with civilization, he tells us 
that slaves were obtained by supplying the chieftains on the 
coast with rum, and guns, and powder With which they surged 
iipon the harmless people of the interior, killing vastly more 
than they captured for the slave market Notwithstanding these 
consequences, the people of Massachusetts having a monopoly, 
and their rum being the mainspring, prosecuted vigorously and 
openly that trade, and as a sample I give the following, ex- 
tracted from their history : 

" Boston, January 14, 1749. 
" Capt Wm. Ellery : 

" The ship Caesar is fully loaded and equipped for sea. My 
orders are to you that you embrace the most favorable oppor- 
tunity of wind and weather, and proceed to the coast of Africa, 
touching first, if you think proper, at Senegal, where, if you find 
encouragement, you- may part with such of your cargo as you 
can sell to your liking, and proceed down the coast to such ports 
and places as you judge best to dispose of your cargo to advan- 
tage, so as to purchase a cargo of two hundred slaves, with 
which you are to proceed to South Carolina, unless a place 
should happen, or a good opportunity of coming off with a man- 
of-war, or some vessel of force, to the West Indies. In that case 
I should recommend the Island of St. Christopher, being handy 
to St. Eustatius, for the sale of your slaves 

" Buy no girls, and few women, but buy prime boys and young 
men. As you have often had the care of slaves, sol think it 
needless to say much upon that head, in regard to keeping them 
well secured and a constant watch over them. Your cargo is 
good and well assorted ; your rum I make no doubt will hold 
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out more than it was taken for, having proved some to hold out 
more than the gauge. As jou have guns and men, I doubt not 
you will make good use of them if required. Bring some of 
the slaves this way, if not too late. I am, with wishing you 
health, success and happiness, your assured friend. 

" TIMOTHY FITCH." 

In the return cargo given by the captain, the slaves cost from 
$20 to $30 per head in Boston Rum, and sold in the West Indies 
for from $40 to $131 per head. 

It appears that Timothy Fitch had in the slave trade the brig 

Phillis, commanded by Capt. Peter Gwinne, to whom he gave 

iustructions : 

" Boston, September 4, 1761* 
" Capt Peter Gwinne : 

" Sir : — You having the command of my brig Phillis, by our 
order, are to embrace the first good wind and proceed to the 
coast of Africa, touching first at Senegal, and there dispose of 
Buoh of your cargo as you can to advantage, for cash or prime 
ffilaves, and then proceed down the coast to such places as you 
may judge the most likely to dispose of your cargo and load with 
slaves. As you will be very early upon the coast, you are not 
to take any children, and especially girls, if you can avoid it by 
any means, and as few women as possible, and them likely, but 
as many prime boys as you choose, from fourteen to twenty years 
^of aga Take no slave on board that has the least defect, or is 
-sickly. As you will be early upon the coast, and have choice 
and well assorted and good cargo, I make no doubt you will be 
•able to pick your slaves. I had rather you would be two months 
longer on the coast, than to bring off such a cargo as your last, 
which was very small, and the meanest cargo I ever had come. 
You have half as much again cargo as you had the last voyage, and 
by a moderate calculation enough to purchase 140 or 150 slaves. 
What money you get at Senegal you may keep till you see if 
you have occasion to part with it for slaves. To reward, should 
you be so fortunate as to pair in at a good time, so as to stow 
quick and be ready to come off by the beginning of February, at 
which time I. think it is too early to go to South Carolina; in 
that case you may go to Monte Christo, and there dispose of your 
slaves, and purchase you a complete load of the best white sugar. 
If by accident, you should be delayed till June upon the coast, 
I think in that case you had better cpme directly home to 
Boston. Your privilege is four slaves, your wages iS 10s per 
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tnonth, and your commission four per cent I am, with wisUng 
you a good voyage and safe return, your friend and owner, 

*' TIMOTHY FITCH." 

On the previous voyage, Mr. Fitch gave the following instruc- 
tions to Mr. Gwinne : 

" Boston, March, 1761. 
'* Capt Peter Gwinne : 

"This endorses a copy of a contract I made with Mr. 
Pereyston, who came here from New York to contract for a 
number of slaves, to be delivered at the Havana, when you are 
to proceed from the coast and deliver the slaves to the contractors 
there, for which they are to pay you for each slave, in milled 
dollars, as follows : For every slave, male or female, from four 
feet four inches and upwards, £26 10s sterling. Boys and girls 
tinder four feet six inches, down to four teet, £21 sterling, and 
from three feet nine inches to four feet, £17 sterling; the milled 
dollars to be paid you in twenty-one days after delivery. 

** If you have any old, gray, superannuated men and women, 
keep them close shaved, head and face, every day, and well oiled 
up, and make all your slaves look as well as possible before 
going on shora Write by all opportunities, and mind, as I said, 
before you go to Havana, to shave clean and oil them and wash 
them up, that they may show to the best advantage. Make dis- 
patch, and should this scheme turn out well, you shall have the 
new ship next trip the same way. 

" I wish you success, and am your friend and owner, . 

" TIMOTHY FITCH." 

Other letters were written by Mr. Fitch to Mr. Gwinne, previ- 
ous to voyages for slaves in 1765, and again in 1769, in one of 
which Mr. Gwinne is instructed to make false statementa 

This enterprising captain, whose vessel had so often crossed 
the Atlantic, freighted with human beings, torn from their homes 
and sold into slavery, contemplated death like a Christian. As 
he was about to leave Boston on another cruise to buy, steal, 
starve, oil, measure and sell men, and women, and children, 
this was the introduction to the will he made in 1763 : 

" In the name of God, Amen, I Peter Gwinne, of Boston, in 
the county of Suffolk, and Province of Massachusetts Bay, in 
New England, mariner, bound on a voyage to sea, but of sound 
mind and memory, do make and ordain this writing to be my 
last Will and Testament First and principally, I commend my 
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soul into the hands of Almighty God, relying on the merits of 
my Savior, Jesus Christ, for obtaining the remission of all my 
sins, and eternal life. My body I commit to the earth, or sea, as 
it shall please God to order, and as to my temporal estate, I 
bequeath, &a, &c." 

I have another letter before me, written from Boston, August 
SOth, 1762, by W. F. & Co., to a Southern merchant, stating that 
they had a ship for the Guinea trade, which would carry one 
hundred and thirty slaves, and would be complete in about 
fifteen days. The captain's name was Gershom Spear, and the 
ship's name Dilwell, named after an African coast chief. 

CoL Eoyall was the prince of Massachusetts slave traders, and 
the place of his slave pen can still be identified, and the Rev. 
George Whitfield frequently made his home with CoL RoyalL 
He was a founder of the Eoyall Professorship of law in Harvard 
CoUega 

The Rev. Ebenezer Turell was for forty years the only clergy- 
man in Medford, six miles from Boston. He was a graduate of 
Harvard College, and son-in-law of President Colman. He kept 
a record of his sermons, which amounted to 5,582. He owned 
slaves, one of whom, called Worcester, he freed by his will. 

The war of the Revolution interrupted the slave trada It 
was no longer protected by the Crown. The people of Massa- 
chusetts began to revolt from it, and Virginia continued her 
opposition to it, and got a vote in the Continental Congress 
averse to it, and they made an unsuccessful effort to get an 
expression averse to it in the Declaration of Independence, and 
in the articles of the Confederation. But no sooner had the war 
closed, than Massachusetts slave merchants plunged into the 
traffic. The war closed in 1784, and the following letter dated 
Boston, November 12th, 1785, is copied from G. F. Moore's 
History of Slavery in Massachusetts, page 66 : 

"Sir: — Our brig (Favourite), of which you have the command, 
being cleared at the office, and being in every other respect com- 
plete for the sea, our orders are that you embrace the first fair 
wind and make the best of your way to the coast of Africa, and 
there invest your cargo in slaves. As slaves, like other articles, 
when brought to market, generally appear to the best advantage, 
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therefore too critical an inspection cannot be paid to them before 
purchase, to see that no dangerous distemperislurkingabout them ; 
to attend particularly to their age, to their countenance, to the 
Btraightness of their limbs, and, as far as possible, to the good- 
ness or badness of their constitution, &c., &a, will be very con- 
siderable objects. 

" Male or female slaves, whether full grown or not, we can not 
particularly instruct you about, and on this head, shall only 
observe that prime male slaves generally sell best in market 
No people require more kind and tender treatment to exhilerate 
their spirits than the Africans, and while on the one hand you 
are attentive to this, remember that on the other hand, too much 
circumspection cannot be observed by yourself and people, to 
prevent their taking advantage of such treatment by insurrection, 
oca When you consider that on the health of your slaves 
almost your whole voyage depends, for all other risks but mor- 
tality, seizure, and bad debts, the underwriters are accountable 
for, you will therefore particularly attend to smoking your vessel, 
washing her with vinegar, to the clarifying your water with 
lime or brimstone, and to cleanliness among your own people as 
well as among the slaves. As the factors on the coasts have no 
laws but of their own making, and of course such as suit their 
own convenience, they, therefore, like the Israelites of old, do 
whatsoever is right in their own eyes, in consequence of which 
you ought to be very careful about receiving gold dust, and of 
putting your cargo into any but the best hands, or if it can be 
avoided and the same dispatch made, into any hands at all on 
any credit If you find any saving can be made by bartering 
rum for slops, and supplying your people with small stores, you 
will do it ; or even if you cannot do it without a loss, it is better 
done than left undone, for shifts of clothes, particularly in warm 
climates, are very necessary. As our interest will be considera- 
ble, and as we shall take insurance thereon, if any accident 
should prevent your following the trade here pointed out, let it 
be your first object to protest publicly, why, and for what reason, 
you were obliged to deviata You are to have four slaves upon 
every hundred, and four at the place of sale, the privilege of 
eight hogsheads and two pounds, eight shillings per month; 
these are all the compensation you are to expect for the voyage. 
Your first mate is to have four hogsheads privilege, and your 
second mate two, and wages as per agreement No slaves are to 
be selected out as privileged ones, but must rise or fall with the 
general sales of the cargo, and average accordingly. We shall 
expect to hear from you by every opportunity to Europe, the 

D 
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West Indies, or any of these United States, and let your letters 
particularly inform us what you have done, what you are then 
doing, and what you expect to do. We could wish to have as 
particular information as can be obtained respecting the trade in 
all its branches on the coast, to know if any future time it is 

Erobable a load of New England Eum could be sold for bills of 
Ixchange on London or any part of Europe, or for gold dust, 
and what dispatch in this case might be made. You will be 
careful to get this information from gentlemen of veracity, and 
know of them if any other articles would answer from this 
quarter. We should be glad to enter into a contract, if the terms 
would answer, with any good factor for rum, &c. If any such 
would write us upon the subject and enclose a memorandum 
with the price annexed, such letters and memorandum shall be 
duly attended to. We are in want of about five hundred weight 
of camwood and one large elephants tooth of about eighty 
pounds, which you will obtain. If male teeth can be bought 
from fifteen to thirty pounds, so as to sell them here without a 
loss at three shillings, you may purchase two hundred pounds. 
Should you meet with any curiosities on the coast of a small 
value, you may expend forty or fifty gallons of the rum for them. 
Upon your return you will touch at St. Pierre's, Martinico, and 
call on Mr. John Morean for your further advice and destination. 
We submit the conducting of the voyage to your good judgment 
and prudent management, not doubting of your best endeavors 
to serve our interest in all cases, and conclude with committing 
you to the Almighty Disposer of all events. We wish you 
health and prosperity, and are your friends and owners.'* 

Three years after the date of the foregoing letter, the Boston 
rum manufacturers and slave merchants had the address to get a 
clause inserted in the Constitution of the United States, under 
which they were protected in their traffic till 1808. 

The war of 1812, to which those merchants and manufacturers 
were strongly opposed, embarrassed for a time their traffia But 
as Boston rum and salted fish constituted the staple articles in 
the purchase of slaves in Africa, the slave traders had the address 
to procure a special law of Congress in 1820, by which bounties 
were paid from the Treasury to the producers of those fish, and 
drawbacks were allowed on such rum and fish as were exported. 
As those drawbacks and bounties have an important connection 
with the slave trade, and are offshoots from that root of all evil, 
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which has produced such direful consequences to our Govern- 
ment and people, I will give a somewhat enlarged statement of 
them : 



TEARS. 



1821. 

1822. 
1823. 
1824. 
1825. 
1826. 
1827. 
1828. 
1829. 
1830. 
1831. 
1832. 
1833. 
1834. 
1835. 
1836. 
1837. 
1838. 
1839. 
1840. 
1841. 
1842. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 
1846. 



BOUNTIKS 

TO 

FISHERMEN. 



$181,160 71 

148,897 83 
176,706 08 
208,924 08 
198,724 97 
215,859 01 
206,185 55 
239,145 20 
261,069 94 
197,642 28 
200,428 39 
219,745 27 
245,182 40 
218,218.76 
223,784 93 
213,091 03 
250,181 03 
314,149 49 
319.858 03 
801,629 84 
355,140 01 
235,613 07 
169,932 38 
249,074 25 
289,840 07 
274,822 94 



DRAWBACKS 

ON 

FISH EXPORTED 



$11,107 80 

10,158 30 

10,938 50 

10,162 80 

10,560 60 

13,640 40 

8,879 20 

9,026 23 

9,007 69 

9,073 10 

13,466 20 

14,392 00 

13,284 43 

10,852 21 

9,536 80 

6,731 80 

7,360 42 

5,474 30 

4,743 50 

4,953 90 

4,760 40 

5,629 30 

3,315 05 

6,663 60 

4,174 20 

3,513 20 



DRAWBACKS 

ON 

RUM EXPORTED. 



$36,970 61 
3,189 25 
8,517 60 
3,258 60 
1,952 32 
6,561 03 
11,168 28 
14,712 54 

* i*,685 93 

1,290 91 

3,110 00 

2,960 06 

11,973 16 

14,484 28 

3,010 84 

4,663 52 

8,589 68 

16,607 36 

26,^33 88 

40,684 42 

81,066 89 

12,699 70 

26,032 52 

21,740 28 

9,707 73 
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To a proper uixderstanding of who have been thebeneflciarieg 
of these bounties and drawbacks, I give a table of the recipients 
in the year 1846 : 



IN THE TBAH 1846. 



Bion Bradbury, Passamaquoddj, Maine. . 

William Brown, Machias 

Henry M. Jones» Frenchmens Bay 

Rowland & Bridgham^ Penobscot 

Parker McCobb, Jr., Waldoborougb 

Amos Nourse, Bath 

John Anderson, Portland 

Nathaniel M. Lowery, Belfast 

James Osbom, Eennebeck 

Ichabod Jordan, Saco. 

Joseph P. Jenkins, York. » 

James Taylor, Wiscasset 

Augustus Jenks, Portsmouth, N. H 

Archibald W. Hide, Vermont 

Russel Q. Hopkinson, Vermont. ... 

Feny W. Kinsman, Newburyport 

William Nichols, Newburyport 

Eli F. Stacy, Gloucester 

James Gregory, Marblehead 

Peter Bixey, Marblehead 

James Miller, Salem 

William M. Jackson, Plymouth. . ♦ 

Josiah Hinkley, Bamstables 

Phineas W. Leland, Fall River 

Marcus Morton, Boston 

Charles W. Rand, Nantucket 



•J B 



3,374 21 

1,863 75 

9,387 00 

31,458 89 

19,395 67 

7,823 37 

10,625 02 

4,438 74 

1,914 68 

995 36 

472 51 

21,506 43 

14,710 83 



6,739 96 

276 69 

38,406 98 

20,596 67 



35,597 30 
39,821 40 



794 84 

3,972 64 

730 00 






$257 80 



40 00 



225 00 
369 80 
232 40 



159 40 



2,228 80 



00 

1 






13,077 20 



6,680 53 



I shall again have occasion to refer generally and more 
particularly to this subject of bounties and drawbacks, as the 
influence from which they originated has produced the moral 
malaria which is overwhelming this nation. But for the present 
I will pursue that branch which more particularly concerns the 
slave trade. It must be remembered that Boston rum was its 
mainspring, and the most vigorous sprout from the root of all 
evil ; and I will pass on in its history to 1880. 

That slave trade had no longer the protection of the British 
Crown or the Constitution of the United States of America, but 
bad become odious to civilization, and most civilized nations 
had united in denouncing it as piracy. The people of the 
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TTnited States still adhering to the principles pf the Declaration 
of Independence of 1776, and the Constitution of 1787, in 
morals, freedom, intelligence, euterprise and wealth, were rising 
to the ascendant among nations. Slavery had been abolished in 
a majority of the original States; corruption as yet shrank 
scorched from our halls of legislation, and a Hayne and a 
"Webster had immortalized themselves and their nation by their 
eloquence. And yet the Massachusetts rum producers were 
flourishing in their African slave trade. In that year they sent 
to the slave coast of Africa 49,409 gallons of rum and 500 
quintals of dried fish and 130 barrels and 262 kegs of pickled 
fish, and 1,095 muskets, and 139,222 pounds of powder, and 
6,212 lbs. of lead. These guns, powder, fish, rum and lead were 
not sold upon a credit to the African barbarians, and if the 
money or articles taken in exchange had been imported into the 
United States, they would have appeared in our Custom House 
records, balancing the account Instead, however, such an 
account being balanced, our Custom House shows a balance 
against those barbarians of $96,125. It is therefore easily under- 
stood that that apparent balance was paid in slaves. Those 
slaves were not imported into the United States, but into the 
Spanish West Indies, and exchanged for the molasses of which 
Boston rum is made. The corrupt and imbecile Bourbons that 
eat upon the Spanish throne, from mercenary motives favored 
the slave trade, as the corrupt Stuarts' and stupid Georges* who 
eat upon the English throne, had done before them. 

The most intelligent and patriotic citizens of Virginia were 
still struggling against slavery, and the slave trade, and for the 
abolition of slavery within their State. Already the people of 
Virginia, Maryland and Delaware had voluntarily freed 116,261 
of their slaves ; and in favor of freedom such speeches were 
being made in the bouse of Burgess, in Virginia, as that of 
Thomas Marshall, from which I have already quoted, and twice 
that House of Burgess came, within one vote of abolishing 
slavery. This spirit of freedom at the South alarmed the slave 
traders of Massachusetts, for their slaves, shipped to the Spanish 
West Indies, were subsequently smuggled into Florida, and 
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spread by their agents tbrougli the slave holding States. We 
are told that cunning is one of the characteristics of the devil ; 
and we know that mercenary men are often cunning. The rum 
manufacturers of Massachusetts knew that slavery had been 
forced upon the people of the South, and that the generation of 
1880 had inherited them, and that they then constituted a large 
per cent, of their property, and that it would be with reluctance 
that they gave up that property, and yet through the influence 
of their patriotic statesmen it looked very much as though the 
people were preparing to make that sacrifice. To check that 
tendency by exciting the prejudices of the people of the South, 
the Boston rum manufacturers, through their pensioned editors, 
got up a clamor against slavery, and sought to get external action 
to bear upon it, and those whose ships were whitening the ocean 
in the slave trade, were the most clamorous against slavery. 
Even Marcus Morton was one of the leaders in the Free Soil 
campaign of 1846, while as will appear by the foregoing record, 
he as collector received in that very year two thirds of the bounty 
paid on the rum exported to Africa for slavea That inter- 
ference from Massachusetts did stop the progress of freedom 
among the people of the South. Their statesmen gave up the 
contest in despair, and Mr. Jefferson who was living when that 
Massachusetts interference first commenced, declared that it 
sounded to him like a fire bell in the night After this the 
slave traders had everything their own way. Their guns, powder 
and lead enabled the King of Dahomey to have a supply of 
slaves in readiness. Their rum and fish paid for them. And 
the Spanish West Indies were ready to exchange their molasses 
for those slaves, and the coast of Florida was open for their dis- 
tribution. England had war ships on the African coast to pre- 
vent the slave trade. But they could do nothing as they were 
denied by the law of nations the right of search, and the mani- 
fest or ships papers, which they had a right to demand and see, 
showed the cargo to be rum, fish, guns, lead and powder, and 
the Gostom House papers, showing that the ship was chartered 
to the coast of Africa, generally. With suoh a manifftt English 
ships had no right to interfere, although the hold might have 
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been crowded with slaves, a fact they were not permitted to 
know. To obviate this difficulty, it was stipulated in the Ash- 
burton Treaty that the United States was to keep a half dozen 
war vessels on the coast of Africa, to prohibit the slave trade. 
But an influence that could control Kings and originate a Credit 
Mobilier, had no cause to fear the interference of a half dozen 
war ships. 

The slave trade flourished uninterruptedly, as the following 
statistical record will show, which I will not commence, how- 
ever, until 1840. But the previous ten years were fertile in 
incidents important to this history. In them Massachusetts had 
the law of March 26th, 1788, repealed. That law, one of the 
most disgraceful in the history of our country, and under which 
the people of Massachusetts sold all their slaves, and many of 
their freedmen into slavery in the West Indies. 

During those ten years Virginia made her last effort to abolish 
slavery in the State, and were finally driven in despair from 
making further efforts, through attacks made by Massachusetts 
slave traders upon their people, those slave traders in the mean- 
time prosecuting their wicked traffic with increasing energy. 

In 1840 another sprout from that baneful root was maturing, 
which has wrought the most mischief to the people and our civil 
institutions. 

I will trace its history in the future, but for the present will 
confine myself to the history of Boston rum, in connection with 
slavery. 

In the year commencing on the 30th of September, 1840, the 
slave traders exported to the coast of Africa, assorted cargoes 
amounting to $636,768, which included 338,104 gallons of rum, 
10,400 pounds of lead, 715,299 pounds erf powder, 2,623 muskets, 
435 quintals of dried fish, 63 barrels and 346 kegs of salt fish^ 
12,211 pounds of spermaceti candles, tobacco, &c. Of these 
assorted cargoes, $408,955 worth was exchanged in Senegal for 
spices, coffee, wool, cable chains, anchors and old sheet copper^ 
taken from ships wrecked upon the coast, and $219,731, worth 
was in articles not specified. The balance of those cargoes 
amounting to $227,813 was sent South to the slave coast and 
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exchanged for slaves, which were shipped to the Spanish West 
Indies and exchanged for molasses. In calculating the profits 
of that year's business to the slave traders, we must take into 
account the fact that each gallon of molasses, with the aid of 
narcotics and water made something more than a gallon of rum, 
and that each gallon of that molasses was bought in the West 
India market at twelve cents per gallon, and the export price of 
the rum was twenty-thr-ee cents per gallon. The muskets exported 
were bought in Belgium, at one dollar and seventy-five cents a 
piece, and were exported at three dollars and fifty cents apiece, 
making a profit on the cargo of over 90 per cent or a gross profit 
of over $600,000. The slaves were bought at $25 a head and 
sold in Cuba either upon a contract or at auction, at an average 
of 1100.00 per head, making a gross profit on the business of 
the year of at least one million one hundred thousand 
dollars. To this must be added the bounties and drawbacks on 
the fish, and the drawback on the rum received from tfee 
government treasury. It must also be taken into account that 
the prices of these assorted cargoes were estimated in the Boston 
market, and were doubtless sold in Africa at an advance. And 
from these gross profits are to be deducted the interest on the 
capital invested, and the wear and tear of ships, and the wages 
and board of the officers and crews. The net profits of that year 
may be set down at one million of dollars, being the fruit of one 
of the branches from a baneful root 

In the year ending on the 30th of June, 1843, there was 
exported to the slave coast of Africa 245,567 gallons of rum, 
199,270 pounds of powder, 2,169 muskets, 434 quintals of dried 
fish, and 89 barrels and 219 kegs of salt fish. 

In the year ending on^the 30th of June, 1844, there was 432,- 
249 gallons of rum exported to the slave coast of Africa, and 
525 pounds of lead, and 497,551 pounds of powder, and 1,871 
muskets. 

In the year 1846, there were exported to the slave coast of 
Africa, 412,379 gallons of rum, 4,000 pounds of lead, 506,486 
pounds of powder, 1,028 muskets, 514 quintals of dried fish, and 
180 barrels and 40 kegs of salt fish, and 15,174 pounds of sperm 
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caiidlea The balance invested in slaves was $251,007. It is 
worthy of consideration that it was the year 1846, that Marcus 
Morton and and James Miller, as Collectors, are shown by the 
official record to have paid all the drawbacks upon rum exported, 
amounting to $9,707. 73. They paid also $2,388.20 in drawbacks 
upon fish exported, and they also paid $39,569.94 in bounties on 
fish. 

V It will appear in Drake's Dictionary of Biography, on page 
640, that Marcus Morton resigned his position as Collector of 
the Port of Boston, and took part in the Free Soil movement of 
1846. He must have been terriblv shocked at the idea of 
slavery. And his position as Collector of the Port may account 
for the fact that most of the importations from Africa in that 
year, were not specified, and were placed under the head of not 
enumerated articles, and over one third of them were made free 
of duty. 

In 1847 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 378,- 
832 gallons of Boston rum, and 300 muskets, and 360,201 
pounds of powder, and 500 pounds of lead, and 304 quintals of 
dried fish, and 434 barrels and 62 kegs of salt fish, and 6,115 
pounds of sperm candles. The balance invested in slaves was 
$185,089. 

In 1848 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 
243,597 gallons of Boston rum, 373 muskets, 543 pounds of 
powder, 4,500 pounds of lead, 463 quintals of dried fish, and 567 
barrels and 95 kegs of salt fish, and 19,227 pounds of sperm 
candles. The balance invested in slaves was $177,207. 

In 1849 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 
804,665 gallons of Boston rum, 1,700 muskets, and 547,329 
pounds of powder, and 5,520 pounds of lead, and 274 quintals 
of dried fish, and 466 barrels and 168 kegs of salt fish, and 4,038 
pounds of sperm candles. The balance invested in slaves was 
$248,669. 

In 1850 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 412,- 
618 gallons of Boston rum, and 500 muskets, and 707,037 
pounds of powder, and 4,375 pounds of lead, and 374 quintals of 
dried fish, and 379 barrels and 96 kegs of salt fish, and 13,602 

E 
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pounds of sperm candlea The balance invested in slaves was 
$234,544. 

In 1851 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 
246,802 gallons of Boston rum, and 2,500 muskets, and 663,599 
pounds of powder, and 4,878 pounds of lead, and 319 quintals of 
dried fish, and 620 barrels and 141 kegs of salt fish, and 19,695 
pounds of sperm candlea The balance invested in slaves was 
$177,468.00. 

In 1852 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 295,- 
234 gallons ot Boston rum, and 575 muskets, and 609,346 
pounds of powder, and 2,788 pounds of lead, and 595 quintals 
of dried fish, and 628 barrels and 464 kegs of salt fish, and 11,514 
pounds of sperm candles. The balance invested in slaves was 
$188,484. 

In 1853 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 445,- 
188 gallons of Boston rum, and 2,600 muskets, and 951,635 
pounds of powder, and 524 cwt of dried fish, and 722 barrels 
and 655 kegs of salt fish, and 7,107 pounds of sperm candles. 
The balance invested in slaves was $407,847. 

In 1855 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 645,- 
929 gallons of Boston rum, and 3,331 muskets, and 568,228 
pounds of powder, and 473 cwt of dried fish, and 255 barrels 
and 10 kegs of salt fish, and 7,106 gallons of whale oil The 
balance invested in slaves was $38,378. 

In 1857 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 826,- 
668 gallojis of Boston rum, and 1,832 muskets, and 858,564 
pounds of powder, and 715 cwt. of dried fish, and 197 barrels 
and 85 kegs of salt fish, and 26,685 pounds of sperm candles. 
The balance invested in slaves was $307,050. 

In 1858 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 
872,625 gallons of Boston rum, and 5,628 muskets, and 923,213 
pounds of powder, and 1,059 cwt of dried fish, and 591 barrels 
of salt fish, and 2,118 pounds of sperm candles. The balance 
invested in slaves was $129,540. 

In 1859 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 
549,298 gallons of Boston rum, and 7,825 muskets, and 903,289 
pounds of powder. 
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In 1860 there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 
860,553 gallons of Boston rum, and 4,424 muskets, and 1,072,- 
615 pounds of powder, and 86,446 pounds of lead, 4,049 cwt of 
dried fish, and 886 barrels and 18 kegs of salt fish. The balance 
invested in slaves was $614,627. 

In 1861, there was exported to the slave coast of Africa, 
1,045,645 gallons of Boston rum, and 2,533 muskets, and 987,- 
322 pounds of powder, and 1,962 cwt of dried fish, and 564 
barrels of salt fish. 

It must be borne in mind, that in 1864, this nation for four 
long years, had been involved in one of the most terrible civil 
wars ever known in history, and during that year one and one- 
half millions of armed men were in the field, and that to supply 
them with powder, had involved the necessity of purchasing 
hundreds of thousands of pounds on the Pacific coast of Peru, 
in South America, and the British coast, on the Pacific in North 
America. For the manufacture of powder, materials had to be 
procured from the most distant parts of the globe. 

In the manufacture of that powder, 8,719.595 pounds of salt- 
petre was imported from the British East Indies. Yet as powder 
was necessary for the sale of Boston rum on the slave coast of 
Africa, 125,368 pounds was exported for that purpose in connec- 
tion with 692,253 gallons of Boston rum, with the usual quantity 
of fish, etc. While the ships containing those cargoes were at 
Senegal, on the coast of Africa, information was received that 
slavery had forever ceased in the United States of America, and 
of courso slaves on the coast of Africa had ceased to have any 
value ; and as slaves were the only things to be obtained on the 
slave coast in exchange for rum, powder, etc., some other disposi- 
tion had to be made of those cargoes, and the captains of those 
ships were equal to the occasion. Ihey exchanged their fish at 
Senegal- for spices, etc. They stowed 94,415 pounds of powder 
in Liberia, which was situated between Senegal and the slave 
coast, and the balance of their powder they sold in New Grenada 
on their return passage; 3,612 gallons of their rum they 
exchanged in Liberia for arrowroot, ginger, etc., and the balance, 
amounting to 688,641 gallons^ they shipped and sold at the Cape 
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of Good Hope, which has resulted in opening a new slave trade 
on the East coast of Africa, which is now attracting the attention 
and exciting the horror of the civilized world. 

For the West coast of Africa, where, for centuries, the slave 
trade has flourished, with .Boston rum for its mainspring, not a 
gallon of rum, or a pound of powder, or a musket is exported. 
As commercial intercourse with it has been suspended, and under 
all its appellations, it has ceased to appear in our commercial 
records. 

In 1870 there was exported to the Cape of Good Hope, 649,- 
036 gallons of Boston rum to be invested in fhe slave trade on 
the Eastern African coast, and 13,289 gallons was exported to 
Liberia. Poor Liberia I its civilization existing through the 
philanthrophj of the good, who for long years kept Boston rum 
out of it, and who looked to it in the hope that it might regener- 
ate Africa and make it compare with the civilizations of the 
present, as Egypt and Carthage compared with civilization in 
the days of the Caesars, is destined to sink under the influence of 
Boston rum, to a level with the slave coast of Africa ; and such is 
the fruit of taking Liberia out of the hapds of the Colonization 
Society and establishing diplomatic and commercial relations 
with us under all our corruptions. 

Having noticed the operations of the slave trader in Western 
Africa from 1636 till the final abandonment in 1865 of slavery 
on that coast and in this country, I will now call attention to 
the slave trade in Eastern Africa during its brief existei^ca 

Before the slave trader commenced his operations in Eastern 
Africa, Dr. Livingstone in four years traveled eleven thousand 
miles among that people and suffered less from thieves and 
robbers than he would have suffered in the same distance of 
travel in this country* He says his greatest perils were not from • 
lions, but from men ; not the people of the interior, but those 
who had been rendered base and greedy from vicious intercourse 
with white men* His travels were mostly where no white men 
had been before him. 

He was gone from England sixteen years, and had hardly 
spoken English in all that time. After spending a year at home, 
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te fetumed to endeavor to open up to commerce and the 
Christian Eeligion the regions in Africa he had visited, and he 
impntes his failure to the opposition of those who had engaged 
in the slave trade. The following is extracted from Dr. Living- 
stone's letter to the New York Herald : 

"James Gordon Bknnett, Jb.,Esq. : 

" Dear Sir ;— I wish to say a little about the slave trade in 
Eastern Africa. It is not a very inviting subject, and to some 
I may appear very much akin to the old lady who wished her 
paper for neither births, deaths or marriages, but for good racy 
bloody murder. I am, however, far from fond of the horribla 
I often wish I could forget scenes I ha|^ seen, and will certainly 
never try to inflict on others the sorrow, which, being witness 
of man's inhumanity to man, has often entailed on myself. 

**In now trying to make Eastern Africa slave trade better 
known to Americans, I indulge the hope that I am aiding on, 
though in a small degree, the good time coming yet, when 
slavery, as well as piracy, will be chased from the world. Many 
have but a faint idea of the evils that trading in slaves inflicts 
on the victims and authors of its atrocities. Most people imagine 
that negroes^ after being brutalized by a long course of servitude, 
with but few of the ameliorating influences that elevate the more 
favored races, are fair average specimens of the African man. 
Our ideas are derived from slaves of the West coast, who have 
for ages been exposed to domestic bondage and all its depressing 
agencies. These have told most injuriously on their physical 
frames, while fraud and the rum trade have ruined their moral 
natures." 

But Dr. Livingstone states in this letter that he had seen 
among the head men in Africa, as finely formed and intellectual 
beads, as in any assembly in London or Paris, and faces and 
forms to correspond. 

The Earle of Granville, in the House of Lords, in England, 
called up the subject of suppressing the horrible slave trade 
on the Eastern coast of Africa. The minister of Foreign aflEaifs 
in reply said, that the Government had already moved in the 
matter ; communications had been sent to France, the United 
States, Germany and Portugal, stating the facts and asking for 
co-operation. He stated that independently of the large home 
trade in slaves to supply Zanzibar and the near Eastern coasti 
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there is an estimated export of 90,000 slaves a year. These go 
to Arabia, Persia and Madagascar. As slaves are mostly taken 
in war by armed bands of Turks and Arabs, (native negro Kings 
co-operating with the invaders), the slaughter is frightful, 
the poor negroes resisting capture to the last ; the number of 
slaves borne away represents but a small part of the misery 
which the traffic entails upon that people. 

The Bishop of Winchester, who has closely investigated the 
subject says, that for one slave secured, five or ten natives are 
killed, and that the depopulation of Africa through the slave 
trade on the Eastern coast of Africa proceeds at the frightful 
rate of from 850,000 to 5iD,000 a year. There are also incidental 
wrongs inflicted, such as driving natives away from their homes, 
despoiling their fields and ruining enterprises of all kinds, and 
making the African who is notably peaceful toward the 
white man, the bitter foe of all Missionaries and honest tarvelers. 

The slave trade is a black cloud brooding over the African 
continent and breaking in a rain of death. Now Boston rum, 
which was the mainspring to the slave trade on the Western 
coast of Africa from 1639 to 1865, is now shipped to the Eastern 
coast, and is the mainspring to the slave trade tbera 

In the year ending on the 30th June, 1865, there was exported 
from the United States, 1,149,859 gallons of rum, of which there 
was 1,107,066 gallons exported from Boston. Of that rum 688,- 
641 gallons was exported to the Cape of Good Hope, in Africa, 
and 288,986 gallons were exported to Turkey, in Asia, and that 
rum to Soathern Africa and Turkey, in Asia, was used by 
Arabs and Turks to employ and aid native African Kings in the 
procuring of slaves in Eastern Africa, in the same way that ram 
had been used to employ and aid native African Kings in the 
procuring of slaves ou the Western coast of Africa. To Liberia, 
in Africa, was exported 3,612 gallons of that rum, and 72,409 
gallons was exported to the Northern coast of Africa. 

In the year ending on the 30th of June, 1867, there was 
exported from' the United States 1,720,049 gallons of rum ; of 
which 963,743 gallons was exported from Boston ; of that rum 
814,122 ^ons was exported to South Africa, and 448,763 
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gallons was exported to Turkey. There, was exported to Liberia 
89,457 gallons, and 104,304 gallons was exported to Northern 
Africa. 

In the year ending on the 30th of June, 1870, there was 872,- 
904 gallons of rum exported from the United States ; of which 
863,787 gallons were exported from Boston, and 649,036 gallons 
of it was exported to Southern Africa, and 13,289 gallons to 
Liberia., 

It will appear from the foregoing that ever since the slave 
trade had been discontinued on the Western coa^t of Africa, a 
large portion of the rum exported from the United States, had 
either gonis to work the ruin of Liberia, or to be employed, in 
the slave trade on the Eastern coast of Africa, that has shocked 
the humane feelings of the civilized world, and to stop which 
trade civilized nations are combining. 

As I have already shown Boston rum manufacturers have had 
the address to procure thousands of dollars annually from the 
United States Treasury, at the same time that their rum was the 
mainspring to the slave trade in Western Africa. 

In 1869 the United States was encumbered by a debt of some 
thousands of millions of dollars, and in consequence a tax was 
imposed upon the income of property, and it included Boston 
rum, and a bill was introduced into the United States Senate to 
relieve Boston rum from that tax. On the 19th of June, Mr. 
Morgan moved the consideration of that bill.- Mr. Cole moved 
as an amendment that whisky also be relieved fra|i that tax. 

Mr. Sherman opposed the amendment 

Mr. Williams also opposed the amendment 

Mr. Sumner of Massachusetts also opposed the amendment, 
and explained that several vessels are now waiting with cargoes 
of rum for Africa at Boston and Salem, Mass., under contracts 
made before the act of January last He had letters from mer- 
chants of standing in Boston, urging the justice of the exemp- 
tion. He hoped the bill would not be endangered by attaching 
the other propositions to it 

Mr. Hoar also opposed the amendment 

Mr. Harlan asked how the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
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Samner,) coald jastify the saleof spirits to savages in Africa^ 
when we forbid its sale to our own people. 

Mr. Sumner replied that the bill simply proposes to repeal a 
law by which in January last the Government interfered with 
the existing contracts. 

After a few words from Mr. Sprague, in favor of the bill, tdbe 
amendment was defeated and the bill passed by a vote 26 to 14. 

When the bill subsequently came up in the House of Bepre- 
rentatives, Mr. Benjamin F. Butler, of Massachusetts, contended 
that if the tax had to be paid at the distillery, the export trader 
would be destroyed. Rum, he said, was an absolute necessity 
for the trade with Africa. 

Mr. Faros worth inquired if the same vessels carried out ram 
and missionaries. 

Mr. Butler said he supposed so, and added if they could not 
send rum they could not send missionaries. 

Mr. Hooper, of Boston moved an amendment to the bill that 
the word "and" be stricken out and the word "or" inserted* 
The amendment was adopted and the eSect was not only to: 
repeal the law in respect to rum uuder contract, but to repeal 
the tax altogether upon rum. - And the producers of bread had) 
to bear the burdens of the government with its terrible debt^ and 
the producers of rum were exempted from them. 

In respect to the repeal of the tax upon rum, the New York 
Jowmal of Commerce of that time made the following remarks : 
"The associaJauDi of ideas may be whimsical, but this recalls the 
" old time when the good people of New England did a thriving 
" business bartering rum for slaves. The skippers of Boston and 
" Salem no longer bring back slaves, but they still find a good 
" market for rum. We do not wish to intrude, but it does seem. 
** to us a little odd that Mr. Sumner, the leader of the party of 
"moral ideas, and Senator Wilson, the head of the Massachusetts 
" teetotallers, should be so anxious to obtain facilities for th©' 
^* exportation of so much rum to Africa. Is it love to the negio, 
"or a nice little item of business? " 

From the characteristics of the Africans, as described by Dr. 
Livingstone, (when not corrupted by the slave-trader,) we have 
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reason to believe that the inflaence of missionaries already exerted 
(had it not been for Boston rum) would have made the uniform 
climate and fertile soil of Africa to-day sustaining a 
M civilized, cbristiaDized and flourishing commercial people. 

Had it not been for Boston rum, African slavery would never 
hare existed in this country. Had it not been for Boston rum, 
our fields would never have been drenched in blood and our 
cities wrapped in fire in a terrible civil wan Had it not been 
for Boston rum, the people in the land of a Washington, JeflEer- 
son, Madison, Marshall, Mariou, Hayne, Sumpter and Butledge 
would not have had their necks under the heel of a despotism. But 
there is still an unwritten history of that rum, over which a cun- 
ning veil is thrown. 

Over sixty thousand hogsheads of West India molasses has 
been and is annually converted into a much larger quantity of 
Boston rum, and I have only given a history of a small portion 
of that rum. Could the veil be withdrawn, humanity would 
weep at the sight In the early history of our country, Moravia 
could civilize Indians, of which the Mingoes and others are 
examples ; and now, after a lapse of centuries, have those Indians 
receded into a darker barbarism ? But raise the veil under which 
Boston rum has operated, and the reason will stand confessed. 

A century ago, and San Domingo was called the Queen of the 
Antilles, and her redundant exports were carried to every land. 
And her Touissaint L'Ouverture showed her capable of produc- 
ing and appreciating men who compared favorably with the most 
enlightened people. And why is she to-day sunk in the darkest 
barbarism ? But again raise the veil, and Boston rum will dis- 
close the mystery. Why have our public men become so corrupt 
that we blush for our country, and good men are exclaiming 
that we must reform or we must perish ? The veil that conceals 
the operations of over sixty thousand hogsheads of Boston rum 
conceals the mystery. Let us look behind the veil into the 
future. But before looking at that picture, it may be well to 
trace the other branches from the baneful root of all evil. 

On the 161st page of the report of Lorenzo Sabine, he says 
r 
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that the fisheries were the first stumbliDg block and the first 
obstacle to the treaty of peace after the war of 1812. 

The same authority tells us, oq page 124, that the first vessel 
built in this country was the THal, built at Boston in 1633. ^ 
The next was the Desire, built at Marblehead in 1636 ; another ^ 
built at Salem in 1640, and another at the same place in 16i2. 
On page 113 he tells us, that abbut that time a single distillery 
was erected for the manufacture of New England rum. The 
Trial was a fishing vessel Two of the vessels were employed 
in exchanging fish for molasses in the West Indies. The distillery 
converted the molasses into rum, and the Desire took the rum 
and fish and exchanged them for slaves on the coast of Africa. 
This traffic continued from 1638 down to the commencement of 
the Bevolutionary war in 1776. 

The same authority tells us, on page 94, that in the months of 
March, April and May there is better fishing, and that fish are 
more abundant than in Newfoundland. A similar statement is 
expressed on page 122 ; and the Rev. Mr. Higginson, the first 
minister of Salem, published in 1630 that the abundance of fish 
on the coast was almost beyond believing, and that he would not 
have believed it himself had not his own eyes seen it 

In negotiating the treaty that gave to the States their independ- 
ence, notwithstanding the good fisheries on the New England 
coast, a great struggle was made to retain a right to fish in the 
waters of the British colonies, and Mr. Gray, as quoted in the 
" Lorenzo Sabine " report, on page 155, called those fisheries our 
dearest interests, and Gouverneur Morris expressed a similar 
sentiment And those interests were ultimately secured by our 
sacrificing some of our honorary obligations to Prance. 

But as soon as we had obtained our independence, the fishing 
interest began to call for special government favoritism, which 
they were pleased to call protection to home industry. They 
had secured to themselves protection in the slave trade for 
twenty years under the Federal Constitution. 

In the first Congress under that Constitution, an effort was 
made to secure what they were pleased to call protection to 
home industry, by exempting the molasses from duty of which 
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iheif rum was made ; next, to exempt the salt from duty with 
which their fish was preserved, and next, to protect the fisheries 
by bestowing special bounties from the National Treasury. In 
advocating this policy, he who in Lorenzo Sabine's report is 
called the pure and highly gifted Fisher Ames, spoke as follows : 
" "^e exchange for molasses those fish that it is impossible to 
" dispose of anywhere else. We have no market within our 
" reach but the islands from whence we get molasses in return, 
" which again we manufacture into rum. It is scarcely possible 
"to maintain our fisheries to advantage if the commerce for Sum- 
'* mer fish is iiyured, which I conceive it would be very materially 
" if a high duty is imposed upon molasses ; nay, it would carry 
" devastation throughout the New England States. In short, 
" unless some extraordinary measures are taken to support our 
" fisheries, 1 do not see what is to prevent their inevitable ruin. 
** If instead of protection from the government we extend to them 
'* oppression, I shudder for the consequences. It is supposed 
" that the fishermen must be poor if they are not able to bear the 
** tax proposed. I contend that they are very poor. They carry 
" on the business in despair. They are too poor to live where 
" they are, and they are too poor to remove." Mr. Sabine goes 
on to say, in his report, that there is a remarkable coincidence, 
in many particulars, between 1789, as described by Fisher Ames, 
and 1862, when the Canada reciprocity policy was under con- 
sideration. 

And he goes on to say that Congress was not unmindful of 
these representations and appeals, and in 1789 an act was passed 
allowing bounties upon pickled and dried fish, and he exultingly 
boasts that this policy of favoritism to the fisheries is as old as 
the government 

The following are the statistics of the codfishery of the United 
States: 
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1798. 

1794. 

1795. 

1796. 

1797. 

1798. 

1799. 

1800. 

1801. 

1802 

1803. 

1804. 

1805. 

1806. 

1807. 

1808. 

1811. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1828. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1838. 

1834. 

1836. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

1840. 

1841. 

1842 

1843. 

1844. 

1846. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

1860. 

1851. 



TOKKAQS. 



50,163 
28,671 
80,934 
84,963 
40,629 
42,746 
29,978 
29,427 
89,381 
41,621 
61,813 

52,014 
67,466 
69,183 
69,806 
61,998 
48,126 
64,807 
69,107 
76,076 
72,040 
62,293 
69,225 
78,258 
77,446 
81,462 



94,756 
101,797 

98,529 
106,188 
102,454 
111,445 
117,485 



63,305 
80,552 
70.064 
72,248 
76,036 
66,551 
54,223 
85,224 
76,990 



BOUUTY. 



I 72.965 
93,768 
66,280 
76,889 
80,475 
94,684 
128,605 
87,868 
74,620 
104,447 
117,173 
145,986 
152.927 
162,191 
161,254 
142,911 
84.736 
119,919 
148,916 
161,623 
197,834 
170,052 
149.997 
176,707 
208,924 
198,724 
216,859 
206,185 
239,145 
261,069 
197,642 
200,428 
219,746 
245,182 
218,218 
223,784 
213,091 
250,181 
314,149 
319,858 
881,629 
855,140 
235,613 
169,932 
249,074 
289.840 
274,942 



BUSHELS. 



SALT 
IMFOBTED. 



2,027,332 
2,968.411 
2,238,186 
8,976,922 
2,674,261 
2,891,458 
2,471,969 
8,095,807 
3,282,064 
8.564,606 
8,862,804 
8.479,878 
3,662,277 
3,941.616 
4,671,628 
1,300,177 
6,854,821 
2,884.604 
3,678,626 
3,874,852 
4,711,829 
8,943,727 
4,087,381 
5,127,657 
4,401,899 
4,674,202 
4.564,720 
4,320.489 
8,962,957 
5,945,647 
6,374.046 
4,182,320 
5,041,424 
6,822,672 
6,088,076 
5,375,364 
6,088,666 
6,843,706 
7,108.147 
6,061,608 
8,188,203 
6,828,946 



11,622,163 

11,224,185 

8,681,176 



QUINTALS. 



Dried Fish 
Exported. 



364,898 
372,825 
436,907 
400,818 
406,016 
411,175 
427,945 
802,726 
410,948 
440,925 
461,870 
567,828 
614.549 
687,457 
473,928 
155,808 
219,991 
267,514 
808,747 
280,655 
321,419 
267,305 
421,228 
262,766 
310,189 
300,857 
260,803 
247,321 
265,217 
294,761 
229,796 
230,577 
250,644 
249,689 
263,132 
287,721 
240,769 
188.948 
206,028 
208,720 
211,425 
252,199 
256,083 
174,220 
271,610 
288,380 
277,401 
258,887 
206,549 
197,457 
168,600 
151,088 



TALUB O* 
EXPOBT8. 



11,620,000 

2,400,000 

2,068.000 

2,150.000 

1,896.000 

628.000 

1,128,000 

913,000 

757.000 

692.000 

210.000 

128,000 

494.000 

935,000 
1,003,000 
880,356 
667,743 
747,171 
580,696 
625,393 
749,909 
713,817 
980,884 
788,895 
746.464 
688.506 
626,245 
709,218 
541,058 
602,810 
667,782 
881,175 
699,883 
808.883 
699,559 
659,629 
609,483 
419,093 
865,349 
367,729 
688,506 
819,926 
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In addition to the above export of dried fish, there was daring 
the same time an annual average export of fifty thousand barrels 
and five thousand kegs of pickled fish, at an annual average 
value of three hundred thousand dollars. 

These exports show, that while our fishermen were able to 
supply the home market with probably ten millions of dollars' 
worth of fish annually, they were able to compete with other 
fishermen in all the markets of the world. But notwithstanding 
this fact, and the further fact that they were receiving hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in bounties from the government treasury, 
and drawbacks on the salt they had occasion to use, and were 
sharing with their partners the rum exporters in the slave trade, 
yet the report of Mr. Sabine, on page 180, complains that the 
fisheries did not enjoy full protection, particularly in respect to 
mackerel He claims that the tariff act of 1846 did not impose 
duties high enough upon imported fish ; and on page 206 he 
repeats the language of Fisher Ames, that the fishermen are too 
poor to remain and too poor to remove. On the preceding page, 
he said the average annual earnings per man had hardly been 
one hundred and forty dollars ; and from his own personal 
knowledge, that it is no uncommon occurrence for fishermen to 
be constantly toiling through the working portion of the year, 
and not earn a single dollar (bounty and all included) over and 
above their outfit and expenses. 

Upon such representations Congress, in 1852, took the subject 
of further protection of the fisheries into consideration, and for 
that purpose they adopted a policy under a very interesting 
name. And, by the way, very interesting names have been 
veils thrown over the greatest and most mischievous and villain- 
ous legislation. For instance, under the interesting name of 
"minimum," in the tariff act of 1842, a duty T)f 100 per cent 
was collected, where there was an apparent duty of only 30 per 
cent, and that, too, on articles of the highest importance to the 
community. So, too, in 1866, the beautiful name of " Credit 
Mobilier " was given to an act that put fifty millions of dollars 
of the public money into the pockets of members of Congress 
and a few other favored persons, besides bestowing important 
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privileges upon them. Then again, th^ degant tiame of 
** Syndicate " is used to describe a policy which will entail upon 
the people of this country for generations, if not fot all time, a 
depreciated currency for the people and gold for the government, 
and impose an annual tax of hundreds of millions upon foreign 
imports, and one thousand millions of dollars or more to go into 
the pockets of certain domestic producers. So, too, the name 
of protecting home industry is used to a policy which makes the 
few employers rich, and makes the many enslaved employees 
too poor to remain and too poor to remove. 
. The new policy which Congress took into consideration in 
favor of the fisheries in 1852, was christened with the interesting 
name of "Eeciprocity." The people of Canada were not bur* 
tbened by that artificial legislation that mude all their merchant 
dise cost twice as much as it was worth, as the people in the 
United States were, and therefore it cost the people of Canada 
vastly less in the growing of agricultural products than it did 
the farmers in the States. This reciprocity policy provided to 
supply the fishermen and manufacturers with the cheap agri* 
cultural productions of Canada free of duty. The reciprocity 
did not consist in bestowing a corresponding favor upon the 
farmers of the States but in granting to the fishermen the free 
right to fish in all the British waters, and the free navigation of 
the St Lawrence river, so that their fishing ships could navigate 
those waters in procuring duty free the cheap agricultural pro* 
ductions of Canada. Under this arrangement, twelve or fifteen 
millions of dollars' worth of the cheap agricultural productions 
of Canada have supplied the fishermen and manufacturers of 
New England, to the exclusion of the productions of the farmers 
of the States, who have been taxed hundreds of millions of 
dollars annually lo pay the bounties to those fishermen, and at 
least a thousand millions a year to pay to those manufacturers, 
under their policy so beautifully called Protection. 

The ship owners in the fisheries, under this policy, should 
have been very happy, of course. They enjoyed the fisheries on 
their own coast, which are among the best in the world. They 
employed nearly a thousand ships in the British waters, with all 
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the privileges of British subjects. During the Winter, they 
brought seven or eight millions of bushels of salt from the Ber- 
muda Islands duty free, and brought oysters from the coast of 
Virginia and planted them upon the coast of New England. 
They exported to other countries six hundred thousand dollars 
worth of fish, and imported from the West Indies five hundred 
thousand hogsheads of molasses, and exported to Africa a few 
millions of gallons of rum, and imported from Canada some twelve 
or fifteen millions of dollars worth of cheap agricultural pro- 
ductions, and received from the National Treasury some three 
or four hundred thousand dollars annually by way of bounties 
and drawbacks, and kept their ten or fifteen thousand employeea 
so poor that they could neither stay nor remove. The conse- 
quences in the future of this policy is covered by a veil that will 
in time be raised. 
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AMERICAN FISHERIES. 



The history of the American Fisheries commences before the 
first settlement of the country. In fact, it occurred so soon after 
the first voyage of Columbus to America, that it has been a dis- 
puted question whether it did not take priority to that voyage. 
It has made nations rich, and for a century kept nations in arms. 

It has contributed to the wealth of the United States, and 
would have done much to promote the happiness of the people, 
had it not become associated with a pernicious interest, and 
become the leader which has visited disgrace and misery 
upon the country, and in fact tending to the destruction of its 
civil institutions. 

Previous to the discovery of the fisheries in America, the 
people of Holland had become immensply wealthy through their 
fisheries in European waters. In 1504, twelve years after the 
discovery of this countiy by Columbus, it is certain that the 
French had discovered the fisheries of Newfoundland. The 
knowledge of that discovery gave rise to the subject of fishing, 
scarcely less interesting than that of the diamond mines of 
Golconda and Africa, or the gold mines of California and Aus- 
tralia. Persons of the highest rank became shareholders in 
adventures to the new fishing grounds, and vessels bearing the 
flags of France, England, Spain and Portugal came annually in 
search of fish for nearly a century before a single European 
colony was founded in or North of the limits of the United 
States. 
It is certain that the fishing interest increased rapidly, and in 
1517 quite fifty ships of different nations were employed in it, 
the French employing the greatest number. In 1584:, Jacques 
Cartier was intrusted with the command of a squadron by the 
King of France, for the purpose of exploring and colonizing in 
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the region of those fisheries. In 1577, the French employed no 
less than one hundred and fifty vessels in those fisheries, and 
they prosecuted the business with great vigor and success. After 
the accession of Henry IV., who was the first of the Bourbon 
Kings, and under the auspices of his illustrious Minister, Sully, 
the Newfoundland fisheries were placed under the special pro- 
tection of the French government And it is historically true 
that France was directly indebted to her fisheries for her posses- 
sions in America. The right to these possessions was soon dis- 
puted by the English, and it produced long and bitter conten- 
tions. Such indeed was the case to such an extent as to disturb 
the peace of the colonies for more than a century. At the Peace 
of Eyswick in 1697, it was stipulated that mutual restitution 
should be made of all conquests during the war, and much to 
the dissatisfaction of the English colonists, Nova Scotia returned 
once more to the undisputed possession of the French. The 
strife in America had been avowedly for the fisheries, and for 
territory North and West of there ; and this treaty was regarded 
as dishonorable to England, and wantonly injurious to colonial 
industry and peace. In 1699, the Earl of Bellamont was 
appointed Governor of Massachusetts, and in a speach to the 
General Court he pointedly referred to the execrable treachery 
of the Stuarts, who had parted with Nova Scotia and the noble 
fishery on the coast In the first year of the reign of Queen 
Anne, France and England were again involved in war. Among 
the causes was the claim of France to a part of Maine, and to the 
whole of the fishing grounds. At last, in 1810, Nova Scotia 
became an English colony, and its reduction was accomplished 
principally by the colonists and colonial resources. And thus 
was annexed, under Queen Anne, to the English crown, that 
colony and the noble fisheries. Down to 1713, the French had 
been more successful in the fisheries than the English or the 
Americans. But by the treaty of Utrecht in that year, England 
obtained what she had so long contended for, namely, a 
supremacy in a monopoly of the fisheries of our seaa On the 
coast of Nova Scotia, the French were prohibited from approach- 
ing within thirty leagues of the coast ; yet at Newfoundland the 
G 
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privilege of fishing on a part of the Eastern coast was granted to 
the subjects of the Emperor Louis XIY. But never has there been 
a better illustration of the facile character of the French people 
than is afforded by the case before us. Wasting no energies in 
useless and unavailing regrets, but adapting themselves to the 
circumstances of their position, they recovered from their losses 
with ease and rapidity. In 1751 their fleet of fishing vessels 
was larger than at any former period, and is said tohave been quite 
four hundred vessels. The French fisheries continuing thus 
prosperous, excited envy and alarm, which again involved Eng- 
land and France in war in 1744 William Vaughn, who was 
extensively engaged in the 'fisheries, conceived the design of 
capturing Cape Breton, of which Louisburg was the capital, and 
the conquest was effected by colonial troops, but the place was 
given up by the treaty of Aix la Chapelle in 1748, and was con- 
sidered in the colonies as most dishonorable to England. In 
1756, the fisheries still continued to be a source of irritation and 
aggression, again involving England and France in war, which 
resulted in the conquest of Canada by the British. In this treaty 
France desired to retain a right in the fisheries ; but this claim 
was viewed with great displeasure by the British, and it was 
claimed that those fisheries were worth more than all Canada. 

In 1778, in order to obtain the aid of France in our war of the 
Eevolution, the United States stipulated that France should have 
in the fisheries all the rights she enjoyed under the treaty of 
Utrecht ; and in the treaty of peace with Great Britain' in which 
the independence of the United States was acknowledged, 
France obtained in the fisheries the same terms as under the 
treaty of Utrecht, with some small modification, and the United 
States received certain defined rights and privileges in those 
fisheries. In the treaty of peace between England and France 
in 1814, France had confirmed all the rights she possessed 
previous to the war. In the treaty between Great Britain and 
the United States, in 1814, a disagreement arose between the 
American plenipotentiaries, Mr, Adams desiring to concede to 
England certain privileges in navigating the Mississippi river in 
e:^change for certain extended privileges in the fisheries, which 



APPENDIXv 



43 



j^olicy Mr. Clay opposed, and the treaty was finally made by the 
tJnited States retaining about the same privileges she possessed 
previous to the war. In 1818, a commercial treaty was made, 
which allowed the people of the United States to fish within 
three marine miles of all the coasts belonging to Great Britain* 
In 1854, a treaty was made, called the reciprocity treaty, by 
which the people of the United States were allowed to fish itt 
any of the British waters, and to dry their fish on those shores 
in exchange for admitting all Canadian agricultural productions 
lo the United States free of duty, and that treaty expired by its 
own limitation in 1864, and has not been again renewed, fot 
reasons which may hereafter appear. 

Had it not been for those fisheries, the French would neve^ 
have settled in Canada ; and it was those fisheries which involved 
France and England in frequent wars for a century. The French 
pertinaciously insisted upon and retained an interest in those fish- 
eries at every peace concluded. The following is the list of vessels 
she employed in those fisheries for different periods^ fot ovef 
three hundred years : 



^BARS. 



.Ji3^ 



1527. 

1577. 

1721. 

1744 

1773. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1889. 

1841, 

1843. 

1847. 



YE88ELB. 


KUMBBlft OF MEN. 


12 




150 




400 




564 


27,500 


264 


10,128 


. 184 


3,655 


348 


6,672 


336 


6,311 


336 


7,088 


387 


8,238 


880 


7,957 


414 


9,428 


877 


8,174 


302 


6,243 


400 


11,499 


400 


11,900 


400 


10,807 


400 


12,000 



Spain engaged in those fisheries in 1517, and was involved in 
the consequent wars. She employed from eighty to one hundred 
vessels annually. But in 1763 she relinquished her interest in 
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them, and employefl her enterprise in silver mining in Peru and 
gold mining in Mexico, to T?hich a monopoly was conceded to 
her. 

Portugal engaged in the fisheries in 1517. Her vessels rarely, 
however, exceeded fifty annually, and in 1763 she too relin- 
quished her interest in the fisheries, and received as an equivalent 
a guaranteed monopoly in gold mining in Brazil 

As early as 1415 the English government commenced fishing 
enterprises in Iceland, and she was engaged in those fisheries as 
late as 1577. It is given as a reason why French fisheries 
exceeded the English in that year in Newfoundland, that Eng- 
land sent a part of her fishing vessels to Iceland. It is stated in 
a report on the fisheries by Lorenzo Sabine to Thomas Corwin, 
Secretary of the Treasury, that in 1577 one fourth part of the 
navigation suitable for distant voyages was employed in fishing. 

The same report states, that the progress of the Newfoundland 
fisheries during the ten years ending in 1593 was rapid beyond 
example ; and Sir Walter Ealeigh declared, in the House of 
Commons, that it was the stay and support of the West counties 
of England. At this period is recorded the commencement of 
hostilities between the fishermen and the Red Indians, who 
derived their food principally from the sea. The Europeans, in 
the course of their merciless warfare against those Indians, 
destroyed their canoes, their nets and their villages. The Indians 
endeavored to maintain their rights of fishing, and bravely con- 
tended with their opponents until resistance was in vain. The 
fish they required for consumption could not, in the very nature 
of things, have diminished the catch of their cruel rivals. 

Driven almost entirely from the sea finally, and unjustly 
deprived of all means of support, they were compelled to plunder 
food to save themselves from starvation. Watched and waylaid 
by their foes, they were shot down whenever they came near any 
of the European fishing stations. In truth, whenever and 
wherever they were foutid, and whether visiting or imploring 
for food, they were slain as men slay beasts of prey. Their 
women and children were slaughtered without discrimination, 
and even those who were too weak to raise the handofsupplica- 
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tion wefe not Spared. In a word, the natives of Newfoundland 
were exterminated by deeds as disgraceful and damning as any- 
thing which appears in history. 

It is estimated that the English ships sent to Newfoundland 
about the year 1600 employed quite ten thousand men and boys, 
and English historians boast of the w.ealth it produced to the 
nation. 

It was the fisheries that induced the Pilgrim Fathers to land 
on Plymouth Bock. Four years before that landing, Capt. John 
Smith (who has been made immortal in the preservation of hid 
life by the beautiful Pocahontas) said : "Why doubt of success 
" in going to New England, where there is victuals to find, wood 
** of all sorts to build boats, and ships and fish at your doors. 
" Of all the four parts of the world that I have yet seen," he 
observes, "I should rather Kve in New England than anywhera" 
t Winslow, in his narrative, speaks of an interview between 
King James and the agents of the Puritans, who went over to 
England from Leyden in 1618 to solicit his consent to go to 
America. The monarch asked them, " What profit may arise ? " 
It was answered in a single word, "Fishing." Whereupon James 
replied, " So God save my soul, 'tis an honest trade 1 'Twas the 
Apostles* own calling." The most prominent cape on the New 
England coast, through the fishing enthusiasm of the first 
settlers, was named Cape Cod. 

One of the most interesting incidents in English history has 
grown out of the American fisheries. They cost one monarch 
his crown and his life. The council of King James claimed that 
every English fishing ship that came upon our coast should pay 
into their treasury a sum equal to eighty-three cents per ton, 
which was to be a part of the revenue of the crown. In opposi- 
tion to this the spirit of the English people was roused, and 
caused the most indignant complaints, and it involved a most 
bitter contest between the Kins: and the Commons. James 
bequeathed the quarrel to his son, the ill-fated Charles the First. 
Such is a brief allusion to the history of the fisheries in this 
country. And from it it is evident that it is an interest that might 
have contributed largely to the wealth and happiness of the 
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natiotii But through evil association and a mischievous policy 
it has contributed largely to the reversa 

Wealth obtained by honest industry is a source of national 
strength and happiness; If obtained by any other means, it is 
a source of national weakness and misery. The fisheries might 
have made its people and the nation peaceful, prosperous and 
happy, but an inordinate greed for gain has made it a cursd 
rather than a blessing. 

It is not the fault of the fisheries) as a business^ that it has 
been so, for the fisheries as a business have been proverbial in 
all ages of the world for having produced the best of men in 
every variety of capacity; On the contrary, that root of all evilj 
which has made the fisheries a cursd to the nation, has worked 
a mischief to the great mass of those engaged in it 

To the Eeverend Hugh Peters* a minister of Salem^ belongsj 
in a very great degree, the merit of founding the fisheries in that 
city. Exasperated at the attempt of the King to impose a tax 
upoA the fisheries) he went to England and took the side of 
CromweU in the civil war. He was one of the masked execution- 
ers of Charles the First) and it was he who held up the Monarch's 
head to the view of the multitude, and he was executed on the 
restoration of the Stewarts. 

It was the imposition of a tax upon the fisheries which, iti 
point of fact, brought on the war of the American Bevolution. 

On the 139th page of the report of Lorenzo Sabine to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, he says : " The tax upon the fisheries 
" had a connection with the question which caused adismember- 
" ment of the British Empire. In consequence of the opposition 
" to that policy, Lord North proposed to the British Parliament 
" to deprive the Americans of the right to trade with any other 
"nation. Lord North disclaimed any motive of resentment 
" against America, and said he did not mean, either directly or 
" indirectly, to oppress that country, and said the fisheries, when 
" well conducted, were an inexhaustible fund of riches. As no 
" people out of New England took an interest in the tax upon 
" the fisheries, the tax upon tea was made the ostensible cause 
" of the Eevolutionary war." 
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PROTECTION. 



In the first part of this work, I called attention to the exist- 
ence of the root of all evil, in what now constitutes the United 
States of America, from its earliest settlement, and briefly noticed 
its growth in connection with the manufacture and sale of 
Boston Rum, 

In the second part, I traced its growth in connection with the 
American fisheries. 

I now propose to trace its growth, in connection with other 
associated interests, under the fictitious name of protection to 
home industry. Its characteristics have been the same through 
its whole history. Its votaries have sought to put every onfe out 
of the way who came at all in competition with their pursuits. 

They have refused to bear any of the burthens necessary to 
sustain civil society, and they have sought to lay all others under 
contribution for their special benefit. In the pursuit of these 
objects, they have been most unscrupulous, and have not hesi-* 
tated to resort to every inhumanity. 

The poor Indian, whose very existence depended upon his bark 
canoe and simple net, was not allowed to be their competitor in 
the fisheries ; and in the language of their own historian, 
Lorenzo Sabine, they shot them down like wild beasts, indis- 
criminately, men, women and children, and those who were too 

feeble to raise their hands in supplication. 

They caused Spain and Portugal to be excluded from those 
fisheries ; and to exclude the French they fomented wars with 
them for a century, and complained bitterly that in the treaties 
of Utrecht and Aix la Chapelle, and others, that the French were 
allowed a limited space ou the banks of Newfoundland to engage 
in the fisheries. In those treaties they had the address to secure 
ft monopoly in the slave trade to the ei^^clusion of all other 
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people. While under the Crown, they resisted with fury every 
attempt to tax their tonnage or their raw material, as it interfered 
with their exchanging rum for slaves, or for furs with the Indias, 
and in their exasperation, one of their ministers of the Gospel 
turned executioner, and with insulting words held up the 
severed head of a King to the gaze of the populace. To avoid 
being taxed by the Crown, they did foment the war in which we 
gained our National Independence; and it yet remains to be 
seen whether we gained or lost by the achievement. Under the 
Crown our States and Territories enjoyed a sovereignity over 
their internal civil institutions, independent of each other and 
of the Crown. Under the influence of this self reliance, they 
raised from rudeness to the ascendant in all that constitutes a 
people great. But now, under the so-called protection policy, 
our States and Territories have lost their sovereignty over their 
civil institutions, and under that influence in ten short years 
we have sunk to a condition proverbial that we must reform or 
we must pensb. 

Before proceeding step by step to give the history of this 
protective policy till it has brought our nation to the verge of 
ruin, I will illustrate its effects by a comparison : 

We know that in England none of this protective policy pre- 
vails, and though monarchy exists in name, her people are among 
the freest of the world. 

Under her institutions, I will give a brief history of Mr. Titus 
Salt, who some forty -five years ago, as a woolen manufacturer, 
settled upon the banks of the river Ayr. He commenced in a 
hired mill, with two employees. He soon purchased the mill 
and enlarged it, and in twenty-four years his mills covered nine 
acres of ground, giving employment to four thousand operatives, 
who have pleasant, healthy, cheerful homes, and churches for 
worship, and schools for instruction, and bath-houses, and clubs, 
and lyceums, and a public park, and convenient markets and 
shops where to procure substantial and nourishing provisions at 
a reasonable rate, and almshouse for the sick. Their houses, 
seven hundred and sixty-three in number, are built of light 
colored stone, pleasant to the eye, and handsomely ornamented, 



f t&e greater part of them being neat cotlage^ with litlde plots of 

1 grass in front, and gardens behind surrounded by^ neat iroQ^ 

), railings, and supplied with all the oonveDieooes of moderor 

tl domestic life. They have two churches, one a Wesleyan Metho- 

e dist,^ costing about $2.7,000 ; and a Congregational, which,, with 

i organ^ ehime ei bels^ etic., cost about $80,000;. They have also* 

e a gymnasium and liiterary institute, a public Kbrary,. croc^uet 

e grounds, bowling green, alcoves, etc. A writw in Siirper^st 

J Magazine for May, 1872, from which the foregoing description 

r is taken, says : " A more cheery, healthy, lusty multitude of 

1 '^meu, women and children can be seen nowhere." In contrast 

with this, I give and repeat the statement of Fisher Ames m 
1793, that the laborers in the fisheries are too poor to. live an(i 
too poor to remove, and which Lorenzo Sabine says was tbisir 
condition iu 1852. I also give extracts from the annual reports 
of a bureau appointed by the State Senate of Massachusetts in 
the years 1871 and 1872. 

The report is made to the President of the Senate, aad pub- 
lished at the fepense of the State for gratuitous distribution ; 
and the extracts I give are endorsed by the statements of most 
other persons ; and each report contains over five hundred pages. 
I quote from the testimony of John B. Moore, oh page 388 of 
the report ending March 1, 1872 : 
Q. What is your age ? 
A. Thirty-six. 

Q. What is your employment 7 
A. Spinning carpet yarn, 
Q. What is your nativity, or birth-place 7 
A. English. 

Q. How long have you been in this country ? 
A. Twenty-two years. 

Q. Are the tenement houses what they ought to be ? 
A. No, sir ; they are not 

Q. What is the condition as to the surroundings of the milP 
as to outhouses ? 

A. Very bad indeed. The privies are close to the mill, aad 
have no doors. There are no seats — nothing but a rail to sit 

H 
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across. The privy for females has no door at all, only a piece 
of bagging to screen them from public gaze, and is in plain sight 
of the street (One of the members of the board here remarked 
that the statements of the witness were true, as he had seen those 
privies.) 

Q. What are the opportunities for saving which men and 
women have who are engaged in that mill, from their individual 
earnings 7 

A. I don't think there is any one who can save anything. 

On the 4:64:th page of the same report, the members of the 
bureau say: "Was there ever a time in history when the 
'^ abomination of desolation in wickedness and crime was more 
" shamelessly rampant than now ; when the vast aggregation of 
" inordinate riches by the few has produced inordinate poverty 
"among the many; when the greed for wealth has seemed to. 
"justify the most nefarious means in its acquisition, and when 
" it seemed a necessity to herald honesty in a money-trusted 
" official as a virtue of great rarity amidst prevailing knavery ?*' 

Never it would seem, was there so teemingly abundant proof 
that the love of money is the root of all evil. 

I will now quote from the 473d page of the report ending 

March 1st, 1871 : 

" A clergyman long resident in a factory town, who has 
devoted a great deal of time and careful observation for twenty 

J ears to the study of these two subjects, has sent to the bureau 
is experience, from which we have condensed the following : 
" I have stood where I could see the rustling throng issue from 
the mill as the bell rang and the gates Were thrown open, and 
what I saw was no longer manly men, but men of stooping forms 
and hopeless faces, women dispirited, slovenly and aimless, and 
children, the hope of the country, only such forlorn hope as those 
whose elasticity is early gone, whose childish merriment was 
collapsed, whose eyes were dull and whose cheeks were pallid — 
the embroys of an emasculated adulthood ; the whole crowd, 
where once were seen fine specimens of manhood, now a sorry 
spectacle of overtasked, exhausted and despondent humanity, 
veritable mudsills of society. Such is now the sight where I 
have looked. The improvements have been of machinery, but 
not of humanity. They have benefited the capitalist, and not 
the laborer. 
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" The operatives' houses, also, which have fallen under my 
observation, and of which I have read loud praises, do not merit 
the commendation, being ill-contrived, cramped for room, 
unventilated, uncomfortable, and not fit resting places for persons 
fatigued by long hours spent on exhausting machinery. 

" They seem to be managed with almost no regard for the com- 
fort or the health of those who live in them, and whose labor is 
measured out to them by steam or water power, unremittingly, 
day after day, through the continuous year. One hardly wonders 
at it when he hears instances of intentional hurt to some limb as 
a cheap purchase of relaxation from work. Humanity must be 
cheap, with men made for machinery, and not machinery for 
men; where such a system is fostered aijd cherished at the 
expense of manhood, which itself should be the very noblest, if 
the State would itself preserve its own nobility. The system of 
wages, also, which mean inadequate compensation, is another 
element of injustice and oppression. Thousands of men and 
women, who are the producers of wealth, receive of that wealth 
the baldest means of keeping body and soul together. I know 
a man whose income is five hundred dollars a day, while five 
hundred of his men have not, at the expiration of five years, 
been able all together to save five hundred dollars. 

" But another evil has grown out of this system. It is the 
creation of a more permanent and more obstinate form of caste. 
This grows out of the introduction of the new lower grade of 
laborers. It has not become chronic. Formerly where the 
American element of school-taught girls were the operative class, 
we heard of their marrying clergymen, teachers, and men of 
means. Is it so now ? By no means ; for antagonism is now 
the rule, and affiliation is not only not the exception, but it is 
never the fact ; and in matters of kindliness of intercourse, my 
experience has taught me that there is. a great change for the 
worse. I once knew a wealthy manufacturer who personally 
visited and looked after the comfort of his invalid operatives, 
but I know of no such cases now. He was acquainted with his 
employees ; but now the intercourse of middlemen or overseers 
separates between the two, and the chief, leaving details to them 
from the necessity of discipline, has little or no knowledge of the 
subordinates. The employer, having his natural advantage as 
capitalist, in time of high profit may, and sometimes does, make 
an advance in wages ; but the flow and ebb of wages is not in 
proportion to the ebb and flow of profit. Nor are wages, even the 
highest wages of recipients, in fair proportion to the salaries of 
officials, the latter being in some instances, as high as $15,000 or 
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$25,000, in dull times take large shares of the profits mada In 
oi!e of our cities, profits were so great during the war, that some 
individual owners realized more wealth in five years than all the^ 
operaiives had been able to save in half a century, and from it 
added mill to mill, and have continued to do so to this day, as 
the only means of disposing of their accumulations; As cause 
of the present reduction of wages, they give what is undoubted- 
ly true — present lack of profits — and base all their movements* 
on the existing state of trade. That is all fair enough ; but it 
would not have been just, also, had they paid proportionally 
high when profits were large. This wrongdoing is a leading 
cause of dissatisfaction, and makes the laborer angry with the 
employers, and generates alienation and strikes. 

>' Beyond question, politics in this country is largely con- 
trolled by capital A Governor of the Slate once told the writer 
that he had nardly ever known an election to go contrary to the 
dictation of a leading manufacturer in that State, and the same 
influence exerted by his successor, controls to this day. Is there- 
no danger that corporate capital will, as it grows in strength, 
enlarge its political influence, 'till both National and State policy 
shall be subdued to its bidding ? " 

On page 462 of; the said Report of 1871, Mr. Broton, of Fall 
Eiver, in reporting to the bureau upon the subject of the Fall^ 
Eiver strike, says, "that fifteen years ago, there was hardly any 
" one employed that were not Americans. Now mostly Europeans 
" areemployed, and they are going to step up to something higher, 
" and the Chinamen will come in." And he says, " I do not see* 
** what we are to do for labor, unless something of that sort comes 
"along." 

Upon this the members of the bureau very pertinently 
remarked: " It would seem that experience in factory life has* 
*** caused the exodus of an intelligent and thriving class,, and an* 
"ignorant and witless one has got to fill its place." 

Hon. Edward McPherson, Clerk of the tFnited States House* 
of Bepresentatives, states that the manufactures of the country, 
according to the census of 1870, to be $4,305,932,032. Upon 
that amount of manufactures fifty per cent, protection is given? 
uS'&r our existing tariff, or protection enough in a single year 
to pay our enormous National debt. 

If it is inftended to protect industry, it is aa industry that is to* 
eome from China.- 
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ERRATA. 



Page 23 — Sixth line from top, read 1861 instead of 1851. 

" 23 — Fifth line of poetry, read ban instead of ** van." 

43— Fourth line from top, read $1,650,500 instead of |7, 600, 000. 

" 64 — Fourth line from top, read sovereign instead of " solemn." 

•* 67 — Third line, third paragraph, read land instead of " sand " 

" 76 — Seventh line from top, read diversion instead of "division." 

" 80 — Fourth line from bottom, read original instead of '* Virginia." 

" 163 — Third line from top, read obviously instead of ** obvious by." 

" 173 — Fourth line from top, read Aristides instead of" Arisledes." 

" 183 — Second line from top, read eighteenth instead of "tenth." 

" 194 — Fifth line from top, read " adult msilefarm laborers." 

" 195— Second line from top, read $34,000 instead of $84,000. 

" 201 — First line, read one-fourth instead of " three- fourths." 



